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Billingsgale, or * les Halles,” perhnps mmht faint, at lhe emuvmn
o an Hottentat toilet. =

In the mlddlc ages, and even’ down to the lxmes o['tho Bour—"‘
bons and the Stuurts, the - absence. of personal cleanliness and
domcstlc purlty, rendered aruﬁcal odours indispensable 5 and
v sweet bags,” perfumed_ pillows, and scented gloves, breathl‘ng‘
of vue, rosemary, cinnamon, and. cedar, like. o box. from the
Fonderia of Sunte Maria Novella, i in Florence,. were indices of
the barbarity ofa peoplc, to whom. the first duty of clvxlunuon )
was unknown. .., )

‘T'he hero of the I‘ronde, and trmtor to d” parhes, the rml!ant‘f
Prmcc de Condé,.was so nolorious for neglcclmrr ‘his person, .
that Mademoxsellc cites him in her memoirs, as past endurance ; 3
and tu!ks oi'hxs uncombed hair, and untied cravat, with other::
less supportable slovenlinesses.  She herself, however, was
apt to lapse into. similar faults ; and she glvcs a description of
her pmsonul dlsorder in going in the “ carvosse de la Reine,” as'
a thing of frequent oceurrence, and even of boast, . when not. m ‘
her state toilel.: .

.Inthe old hmcs apartments strewcd \ullx rushes, mrely re- .
meved, or parquels never wushed tapestries that received the.
dust of uges, lmlmlnws maccessxblc to punﬁc-ttxon, and ﬁlthy;'
feathers hoddmtr over canopies’ as filthy, with princes and
princesses too dmmﬁed to wash their hands, required at least
an * ounce of cwct, 2664 apothecary,” to cleanse 'the foul im-
agination of the visitor ; ‘and they must have given occasion for
a love of perfumery, more overwhelming. than modern nerves
can well relish. Cardinal Mazarin, who, in his quality Dboth of
priest and Iwmlian, could not have bcen particular in" such
maiters, (for it is unn(_ccssnry to observe thal. dirt was a dogma’
of that religion of which the pic-puces were the ministers); used
to joke Anne of Austria for her love of perfumery. e was’
accustomed to say, that bad smells would be her puniéhmcnt '

" in the other world s and really I think they might suffice for s 'my_-

modetate iniquily, short of the * seven deadlies.” - -

As personal purity has increased, the infensity of the fnshlon-'
able perfumery has lessened; and 'the verity of the axiom been



