THE CHRISTIAN.

FAITH COMETH BY HEARING, AND HEARING BY THE WORD OF GOD.’—Paul

Vol. XIV.—No. 2.

SAINT JOHN, N. B., APRIL, 1897.

Whole No. 166.

Zhe Ghristian,

Published monthly by Barnes & Co., under {he auspices
of the Homoe Mission Board of the Discivles of
Christ of the Maritime Provinces.

TERMS: - 50 Cents Per Annum in Advance.

All communications, intended for publication, te be

addressed:
“THE CHRISTIAN.”
P. 0. Box 56
S1. Joux, N. B.

EDITOR:
DONALD CRAWFORD,—Nzw Grascow, P.E.IL
OFFICE EDITOR:
HENRY W. STEWART, 81, Jonn, N. B

NOTES AND NEWS.

A number of good articles are crowded out
of this issue, but they will have the first
claim on our space next month.

Lest some of our churches have failed to
take up the collection for foreign missions,
wo suggest that there is still time to fall in
line with those who, if they cannot go as
missionaries, are willing to aid in sending
others,

The hardest months, financially, for THE
CHRISTIAN, are just at hand. ‘The expenses
go on as usual, but the receipts are apt to
come in very slowly. We hope our readers
will remember this and forward their sub-
seriptions promptly,

The P, E. I. Christian Eudeavor Conven-
tion is to meet in Montague, Aug. 10, 11;
the N. B Convention in 8t. John, Aug. 11-
13; and the N. S. Convention in Windsor,
Aug. 16, 17. The programme committees
are already at work.

Two of our young brethren, E. E. Farris
and Dr. W. W. Biddle, sailed from Boston
for Africa, on March 6th. They go out
under the auspices of the Foreign Christian
Miss.onary Society—the first missionaries
the Society has been able to send to the
dark continent.

In Chicago, Il, city evangelization is
being vigorously pushed by the Disciples of
Christ, The churches are united in a for-
ward movement, E. W. Darst is supported
as city evangelist and superintendent of mis-
giona. In two years he has held ten mestings
with 450 additions. Last year three new
churches were organized.

Since Jan. 1st the church in Halifax has
given §12 for the Bible Sociery, $25 for N. B.
and N, S. home missions, $33.75 for foreign
missions, 810 for for Mwin St. (St. John)
Building Fund, and $12 for the Armenians
—a total of $92.75. This is a splendid
record. It speaks of a growing unselfishness.
"The members are learning to give so hiberally
and they find o much joy in giving that in
a few more years the church will be self-
sustaining. Does it pay to aid such a church?
You have the answer in these figurcs.

‘'he church at Maelias, Maine, has secured
a minister in th. person of R. E. Jope, of
LEverott, Mass. He is to begin his duties
there April 1st.

In the Christian Slandard of March 13th
threo thousund three hundred and fifvy four
additions worereported. Surely tho hand of
the Lord is with his people, as thus we see
many turning unto him. "The gospel is still
the power unto salvation.

We soldom seo anything in tho papers from
T. H. Capp’s pen. DButin a recent copy of
the Church Register, Platisburg, Mo., we
find an essay by lim that for vividuess of
description, beauty of cxpression, and depth
of pathos, we have not often seen excelled,
We had hoped to give part of it to our
readers this month, but other demands on
our gpace prevent.

W. J. Hastie has been holding a meeting
at Albia, O. During the first week and a-
half, as he reports in the Christian Oracle,
there were fifty-three additions. Ou Satur-
day five made the good confession; on Sun-
day, two in the morning und fifteen ut night;
on Monday, five; on Tuesday, ten; on Wed-
nesday vine; ‘“and the end is not yet.” Ie
says, ¢ Praise the Lord.” Wesay, ¢ Awmen.”

J. W. Bolton has an excellent article in the
last New England Messenger, on ‘¢ What is
the Heart, and How is 1t changed?” If
some of those who affirm that the Disciples
of Christ do not believe in a change of heart
wonld read it, they would probubly be dis-
agreeably disappointed; for no doubt they
want to go on repeating the old lie. They
love darkness rather than light becaunse it
suits their malicious purposes better.

The hand-book on the History and Position
of the Disciples of Christ is in the hands of
the printer. B. B. Tyler has preparedit, The
first five chapters show the conditions out of
which thig great movement grew and 1ts be-
gmning. The seven following chapters treat
of our distinctive plea. Lhe ten remaining
chapters desl with present conditions among
us. The young people in all our churches
should form reading circles and study this
little book. The Christian Endeavor Societies
are taking hold of the work heartily. The
book will cost only twonty-five cents.

Our provincial brethren are growing in the
grace of giving. The churches this year have
more geverally made the offering for fureign
missions, and the amounts contributed have
largely increased. This is a good sign. If
the churches can be trained to willingly give
to such an unselfish cause, there 1s little
danger of the home work being neglected, or
of the local interests of the church suffering.
It is particularly gratifying to see that
churches that are being aided by the home
mission board are among the most liberal
contributors. This shows that they are being
trained to give, und it strengthens the hope
that in due time they will becomo self sus-
taining. If they did not lewrn to give they
wou.d never be able to stand alone,  Selfish-
ness would consume them.

We notice in the March number of fke
New England Messonger that Harry Minnick
reports three additions at Lubec. From
South Lubec S. W. Leonard writes: ¢ Four
additions at our regular services; two by
baptism,one by statement and one recluimed.”
Since these reporte were mado, we think these
churches have been holding special msstings.
We hope to hear of good results.

In a late number of the Christian Evan-
gelist there is an account of tho progress of
the Disciples of Christ in St. Louis, Mo.
The first church was organized sixty-years
ago, in 1837. 'This stood alone till 1863,
when a second wag gtarted. In 1871, a third
was formed; and in 1882, a fourth, About
this time the importavce of building up
churches in tho centers of populations was
recognized, and in St. Louis as in many other
cities the progress sinco then has been rapid
until now a new church is opened every year.
The fifth church was organized in 1889; the
gixth, in 1891; the seventh, in 1893; the
cighth, in 1894; the ninth and tenth, in
1893; and the eleventh, in 1896,

The fumine in India coutinues to rage.
The rate of mortality scems to be on the in-
crease.  Christian sympathy, however, is
becoming deeper and stronger. One of the
mos” successful funds is that started by T%he
Christian Herald, New York. The amount
o far remitted to India is $30,000. Of this
two thirds wore sent to forty issionaries in
the famine districts, $500 being sent to each
for the relief of the starving. Among the
missionaries chosen as almoners we find tho
names of three sent out by the Disciples of
Christ, — J. Q. McGavran, Dawoh; G. L.
Wharton, Hurde; Mary D. Adams, Bilaspur.

Judging by the first fruits we think the
March offering for foreign missions will sur-
pass that of any preceding year. Thereturns
for the first four duys are much larger than
thosoe of the same period last year. The
number of contributing churches increases
from 230 to 351, a gain of 121 ; the amount
received goes up from $3,720 71 to $4,996.26
an increase of $1,275 55 or $325.18 per day.
If this rate of increase continues to the close
of the month, there will be no nued of re-call-
ing any of the missionaries now on the field.
Instead, the work can be enlarged as it
ghould be.

In ¢ Australian Notes and News” in the
Christian Standard, A. B. Maston in giving
an account of a trip through the island con-
tinent, says (speaking of Perth): ¢ For some
years there has been a8 meeting of Diaciples
1n this place, but owing to the smallness of
their number they have been uunable to do
vory ouch more thun to mest and * break
bread,” which is » universnl custom with our
Colonial brethren where even two or three
of them live in the samo locality.” Jesus
said, ‘“do this in remembrance of me.” 'The
individual blessing does not depend upon a
large number participating, The command
is us plain und the blessing as sure for a com-
pany of ten as for a congregation of ten hun-
dred. When the Lord’s Supper was institu-
ted there were only twelve or thirteen present.



