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UNITED STATES—CANADA.
From the Times,

The New Wall is fated to be the subject of
goographitcal probleas  Fust, there was the
question, W hether there be such a place ; and
then, how o getit?  Uoltmbus sclved both
by @ sort of wistdhe, amd got ta the other side
of the globe by try e wshovt cut to the mmes
of Coteonda and the realins of Prester Johwn —
Thren centinges have passed, wud o great

roblem survives fug the cavioaty, the genuity,

or the persevereir e, ol comp iy nations . —
1ow to get across the hnge d sable coutinent,
which siretebes, as e it were the backbone of
the earth from the North (o tue South Pole —
For the pure {ove of gvogmp\ncul seienece, we
ato setshing expedition alter expedition to find
a norti-nest paaze  The United States, uni-
mated at this moment by awere carthly pas
sion, are considvnug whether it is best to ent
asross al once s the crow flies, or to go round
Cape Hor or cress Ceutral America, at Pa
pama, or at Labe Nicaragun, or at Tehuante:
pee, of aL some other place. A glittering prize
exates the enterpnise of these discoveries, ns
she golden’ cup tompted the Steilian diver to the
bottomn of the Chavybdis.  Butanother problem
of almnst nal himportance, vexes American
wgenaity.  Loishow to getout of North Amer
e, The intevar of that contnent is a region
asurpassed for vasiness, for fertitity, for its no-
ble rivers, and its inland seas.  How is the in
crensiny praduce of this region to be extricated
and tnwnched on the ovean?  Nature takes the
waters of these inland seas; and the produce of
their shores, ten degrees ta the North, through
a British colony, and down a Brtish stream of
difficutt wavigation. fifteen hundred miles long.
Art has alrewdy nchieved another solution ol
the dyfficnlty by linking Lake Erie with New
York., ‘I'here sull, bowever, remans the gues
tion, whirh 13 the easier, shorter, and the chenp-
er roule, the St. Lawrence or the Lake Erie
Canal ?

‘e cve of the United States is somewhat

hard. 8o beset are they with natural and po-
litical impediunents, they cannot reach their own
western shores.  When they look at the nar-
row neck of isthimus which presents so inviting
acontrast to the dreary iuterval of rocky moun
tains and sandy pluing which separate San
francisco fioin New York, they see 1t in the
hands of other Powers. When they look at
the natarnl outlet of their wighty lakes, there
again they behold o foreign flag. Brother
Jonathan, indeed, can triumph over naturo as
well as any other member of the rnee to whom
that dommion is given. Half man, half aligu-
tor, be wall dash on, by land or by water, as
they happen to come, floundering through bogs,
splashing through torrents, cutting his way
through  forests, and following the stars
through  intorinmable plains,  He will ex-
tend the Mississigpi  with a railrond, or
join seas with a canal, as it may suit his
convenience. Give hin three years, and he
will leasn the undertaking to a house in New
York which will do it. or die, in the stipulated
time. Hu does not fret nt that which cannot
be helped, but sits dowa and does what he can.
If the mountain would not coma to Mahomet,
Mahomet must go to the tnountain,  If the citi-
zens of the Umted States were not allowed a
practical equality in the use of the St, Law-
tence, they tnade a St. Lawrence of their owa,
15 yards instead of 15 miles wide, but sufficient
to carry stout barges loaded with grain and
flour, Such a small but useful 8t. Lawrenes
there is, in fact. [t i3 expensive and tedious,
but what of that, when it belongs to the Union,
and converts Lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron,
and Eric into candl-docks, No. 1,2, 3, and 4,
f New York ? .

[tis an inglorious sort of tyranny to deny
men the freo bouaties of nature, and to monop
dise & great highway of commerce, ‘There are
regions of the world where we maintain a very
dilferen* doctrine, and rlaim for man's common
use the arterial streams of great contients.—
But we practivally deny the river and the guif
of the St Luawrence to our republican neighbors,

wnmerce. It is still tnore inglorious to be
beaten, and to find that a narrow eanal, with
reatly. o hundred locks, and with banks so fra-
gile as to allow no greater speed than three
miles an hour, after all is n miver streamn of
wealth, fur more useful and productive than
ong of the noblest rivers in the world. The
fod which flows to this crowded capital,
nd to the famished borders of Ireland, through
Buffalo and Alhany, and the tedions locks be:
tween, and which is thrice traushipped before
treaches the Atlantic, very far exceeds the
pantity we receive through the Ontario, the
t Lawrence, and the gigantic ship canals, the
ideau and the Welland, with which we have
srmounted the natural difficulties of the navi-
tion. 'The vulgar American canal has bea-
n the British river, through the instrumentali-
y of qur own detnands.  England herself gives
e yirtual preference to the canal, by using it
ord thau its showy rival,

The Canadian anthorities;differing as they do
1 the question of free trade, and slightly disa-
teeing as to the minor jteins of the caleulation,
tee in the opining that Quebec cannot pretend

while we refuse him n share in its principal|l

ths Amerivan setuer, uniess by repealing the

freight ag Quebee.
¢+s: of transport fron the interior to New Yorl
anid Quebee, i is evalent that a high rate or
varinbly rate of Ireight fromr Quebee o this
conutry must sertously clog the latter in the
arduous competinon. Asthematler now stands
Quebee and all Canadi are well migh beaten w
the race.  New Yorkwith 1rs lorest of merehant
wien within sighe of the orean is above a match
tor Quehee some hiadred mles up o diffienlt
river, and further shut ap by restrietive bows
{t is now proposed to remave the disability un-
der whirh it labors, and 10 permat the Ameticans
to bring us the prodace of tho interior by our
own river as well as by their own canal.

THE TOPISH CHURCIE RAMPANT,
From the Jondon Lxaminer.

It will be strange enough if the immediate
effect of the straggle for freedom of the last two
yeurs in Burope should end iu setling free «
power which, when uncontrolled, has neve
been.excreised but for the enthralinent o (¢
winds, and not seldom of the bodies, of its vo-
turies. At the present moment the Catholiv
Church, or rather Lpiscopacy, seeins 10 be the
unly body likely to be gamners by the confusion.
While princes and peonle have been tearing
cach other to pieces, they have been quiclly
looking on, slily biding their time; and now,
when both are exhavsted with the coutest, they
boldly step forward and claim the lion's share
of the spoils.  That Church which, after tycan
nising over the world hersell, bécame the wil:
ling handmaid 0 every tyrant who chose to
use her, now, forsooth, loudly desnands freedom
from all restrictions, as no longer consonaut
with the calightened spirit of the present nge.
And mark the cffcct. In France the schools
have been thrown open to the Jesuits,  In Prus
sia the clergy, by order of their bishops, refuse
to take the outh to tha constitution § in Ped
mont they protest against being subject to the
civil tribunal; and i Ausi.ia they have ob-
tained the relinquishinent of the “Placetum Re-
gion,”
By n law passed in the reign of Maris  he
resa—before any bull of the Pope could be pub
lished in any part of the Austrinn dominions, it
was necessary thata permnission of “Placet
should be received feotn the emperor, after which
the clergy avere bound to obey. In like man
ner the bishops were obliged to subject thernr
ordinances to the civil power before they could
issuo them in their own dioceses. 'Ihis restrain
—however necessary in respect to a Charch
which ero this has placed whole kingdoms un.
der interdict, absolved people fromn their alle-
ginnce, and hurled princes from their thrones—
galled the pride of the hierarchy, whase gren’
object of Iate has been toget rid ofit. Theend
sanctifics the means ; and the Catholie Church,
which at Bome allows no other worship within
the wall of the city, now claing in Austrin, on
1he pleaof equal freedom for all creeds, a right
to reulute ita own ufairs after itsown fancy |
Though the constitution by which this freedom
i3 promised is still in obeyauce, and il other
creeds are doprived even of the liberty they for
erly eajoyed, the Catholics have accordingly
obtwined the following new priviloges;—

1, Permission to apply to and receive orders
from the Pope, independently ot the civil pow-

r.

2. Similar freedom to the Bishops, with re-
spect to their clergy, ‘

3 The Church to be allowed to impose all
reclesinatical punishments which do not inter-
fere with civil rights.
and lesser bann may be pubhshed, and the sa-
craments of christening, marringe, and burial
refused,

4. The Church to, be permitted to punish
priests by suspension, deposition, and depriva.
tion of revenue. ({fthe Bishop of Exeter reads
the .Dzaminer, which we hope ho does, bow his
mouth must water ut tho thought of such plea-
sant persccutions as the Austrian bishops may
hereafter intlulge in, should they get hold of an
Austrian Gorkam “to guspend, depose, and de-
nrive of his revenue.”)

5. The civil power to be bound to execute
such judzments.

1n addition to all this, the bishops have de-
clared their intention to hold provincial councils
and diocesan synods. They have also de-
inanded that should a priest be condemned by
the civil power for any crime, the judgment,

should be given over to the bishop before the
punishment is executed ; and this demand has
been granted! The emperor still maintains his
power to nominate bishops; but he promises
not to exercise it without the help of episcopal
advice, and especially of the bishops of the pro-
vinces in which the vacancy occurs, Nor is
this all. Afier some further concessions to the
demand of hierarchy, there came the modest re-
quest that all other religious creeds should be
torced to observe the Catholic suint-days, “the
few saint-days,” as they express it; and Count
Thun, the Minister of Worship and Educution,
has actually had the effrontery, ou the plea, be
it mavked, ** of freedom for every religion, and
equal justice to all,” to obtain the emperor's
signature to.an order that ¢ in all places where
the majority of the inhabitants are Cathalics,

vie with New York, or the Canadinn with

Sundays and: saint-days,” (jesuitically -classed

pavigation luws, and so reducing the price of
Whatever thy ecomparative

By this act the greater |

together with the documents of the process,|

together) “shull not be disturbed by nosy hand:
wialls or publie teailing”
That the fivst mentioned of the ordinanees we
have thus desentbed should have excited an i
awnse seasation among the Conservatives of
Vieuna, partieulatly those most attached o the
Monarcehy, we can easily imagine 5 [or any a
more dangerons to that of Monarehy, than such
n revival of Popish asswptions, never was
passed j—bat the etfect which this last-inen
noned «lag ¢ will have in the provinees, it is
diffienlt 1o pretre 1o one's self - ‘The Protest.
ants will vt course feel it as an msult and op
pression, and resent b accordiogly ; bat to the
members of the Greek Chureh, who ave already
eowdemnned o inaetivity during nearly one third
of the year by the tasts und feasts of their own
ritaly such an additionnl burden of “the fow
saintdavs! of the O uholic Chureh witl ba feh
as mtolerable, nud may give rise to very serious
disturbarices.
The very vircumstance of the existence ofso
many members of the Greek Chureh of Austiin
should have rendered the Government a liwle
wote cautious i throwing away this bold on
the spiritual power; for, on the privciple of
sequal justice to all," it is dufficult 1o see how
hey can refuse to allow the Greek bishops,
who acknowledge the Bmperor of Russia for
their Pope. the same Iruerty, Aund yet 1o allow
the subjects of one monarch to receive and pub.
lish the orders of another, and especially ol one
so powerful, and dungerous, would seemn some-
what hazardous to statesmen less bold. though
perhaps not less wise, than Messrs. Buch and
I'bun.
'I'he propositions of the Roman Catholic
Bishops, were they not so lengthy, would well
deserve iiteral translation, so plausible und hum.
ble are their professions, so grasping and power.
seeking their demands, so haughty and imperi-
ous their pretentions.  We are much mistaken
if the young Ewnperor will not live to regret the
concessions ho hins been induced or compelied
to muke to these smooth-tongued, meddlesome
ambitious churchinea. The small end of the
wedge is now introduced. Every litide blow
will help it forward, and there is no want of
hands to strike them.
The object of the Minister—we cannot call
him Statesman —is evident enough. He bas
hopel that by giving additional power to the
bigher clera¥, theso will be enabled to domineer
uver, and bind more tughy, the lower } but he
will shortly find, that, instead of grateful ser-
vanis, bent unly on promnoting the service of the
State, he has crented imporious tasters, whose
greedy demands no concession short of the pes-
socution of other creeds can possibly sutisfy,
Woe do not often find ourselves in ngreement
with the Standard, but our contemporary huas
been generally right on questions affecting
Austrig, and we quoto with peculiar pleasute
‘his remarks on the pacticular atter of which
we have been speaking i —
#With an ingenious perverseness Austrin is
determined “hat if subjects do not rise in rebel:
lam, it shall not be for wont of substantial pro
vocations  Having tought in Hungary and
Crotin that governtnents cun patrouize treason
and reward rabellion, Austria is teaching the
convésse of the {esson, and rivetting an ecclesi-
asticul despotism upon a people disposed to gui-
ot. Ping 1X. and his patrong have forgotien
that more than two centuries huve elapsed since
the period when it was possible to enslave o
whole population by the wachmery of pupal
despatism. An attompt to revert to thut mo-
chinery will precipitate instead of retarding the
progress towards deinocracy, of the people
among whom tho expertment was tried.  * ¢
Meantime, that 1s to become of the Austri-
an empire. the persecutor of Zillerthal, the ty-
rant of Hungary, the patron of Pius 1X, and
Baron Haynau? lncapable of independent ac-
tion among the nutions of Europe, since the
Cadmean victory,whi~h Russia obtained for her,
Austrin is at once the slave of another people,
and the tyrantef her own—the capricious dee
spot of one distriet, the abject dependant of
another. fgnorant people will doubtless tallk of
the restored spirituul dominion of the Pope, and
we have seen something of the kind alreudy;
but where are there any indications of a restored
power? Foreign armies and foreign princes
keep the expelled pries! ~a his stage throne,
but o more fatal ene 2 Garribatdi has
been in Rome, Romans u.  been taught the
truth. ltalians bave leurned to think, and
speak their thougits. No French anny can
quell that inward revolution.

We caunot reflrain from adding, asan appen-
dix to this choice page of Catholic Church his-
tory, another specimen extracted from the same
journal in which the propositions of the Bishops
are published. It tnay give the reader a no-
iion of how Austrian Catholics themselves keep
the saint-days. ‘The scene is the parish of St
Georgen, a mile from the town of Klagenfurth
in Carinthia. On a large meadow are assem.
hled six or seven thousand persons to witness
the representation of the “Christi-Leiden-Spicle,”
the mysterv (as-our forelathers weuld have call-
ed it) of Curist’s Sufferings. These representa-
tions, which are common m Cariathia and Sty-
tia, are acted by men and women of the Jowest
classes under the tuition of the priests, Jadas,
who i8 represented as & conmon thief, packs up
into his sack- all the dishes and plate {rom the
last pupper; and as ha is running off with it, is

and throttied by twodevils, who carry them off

with them. The erucifixion is carried out, ne.
varding 1o the exhibitors' interpratation of it, in
wll its detals.  Tho thief on the Jeft shares the
fate of Judas; while ho on the right answers
the word of Jesns, “T'oday shalt thou be with
mo in Paradise,” with o contented WAl right.”?
I'he Virgin is a pretty young ghl, while her
son is an ofd man with Jong white hair.  'T'he
Magdalen, who appears as o aiel of the town,
sdeeked out in hev best finery and by no means
too modest in her deportment, is convertad by
the remanswrance of an angel; and in sign of
ber repentance begias to throw off her erna.
ments and fine clothes before the publie, titl not
n dittle fear prevarls that the  beautitul Magda-
ien wl remain at last in the dress of Eve in
Parnaise.

And such ava the feast days which Protes:
tants must respeet b Such the ceretonivs of
Charch to which unlimited power is again to
pe given !

THE SABBATH MAIL QUESTION:

The places in Cunada West, which have
moved in relation to the Sabbath mail question
are beginning to ask, What is doing s Mon-
treul ? Montreal—which used to take the lead
in efforts for the good of the country~-why is
she so changed that, so far from leading in this
singularly iinportant agitation,she does noteven
follow the good example set by others? No
sutisfactory answer can, we apprehend, be given
to this question. It is true, Christians here fecl
themselves crushed beneath the weight of pro-
Papal legislation, and they are apt to despair
of relief, when they see Western religious papers
und roligious stntesmen, not only dumb concer-
ning this oppression, but actually stepping out
of their way, loudly to profess that they will
take no part m Lower Canada questions, hut
leave us wholly to the priests and their sabsey-
vient R Catholic majority : but this is no good
reason why we should not be diligent in aidin
Canada West in every good effort. Nay, we
should be the nore active and zealous, both in
prayer and labor, just in proportion as the pros-
peet waxes darker and darker, in the hope that
the Lord tnay yet plead our cause. 'T'o servea
litical party in the hope that it will bring de-
iverance, would, in view of past experiénce, bo
fatuity ; but to setve tho Lord, in the hope that
He will deliver, would be the perfection of wis-
don : &nd he has promiged speciul blessings to
those who aro zealous for his subbaths, Min.
isters, Merchants, Mechanics of Montreal, will
ye not hold a public meeting and strengthen the
hands of those who laboring to abolish publie
official compulsocy Subbath desecration in con-
nexion with the Post:Office? 1f ye do not in
some way co-operate in this effort, it will be a
sore discourngement to all who are doing their
duty, and a chiel argument on the other side
of the question.  And though you should after-
wards repent of present suptaeness, and be wille
ing to make efforts, the opportunity will have
passed away. ‘Iheso remarks are applicable,
in tany respects, to Quebec, Totonta, and all
othor pg\ccs which have not yet held meetings
und petitioried, '
Since writing the forcgoing, we learn that the
Congregation of Zion Church of this city, has
ndopted o pettion on the subject; but a public
meetiog and a general potition wauld be much
wmore inltuentinl than separate petitions, though
both ought to be forwarded. The extraordi-
pary zeal in petitioning on this question in Bri-
win, offers u strikiag contrast to the apathy
of Canndn.—-Montreal Witness.

POST-OFIICE LABOR ON TIHE SABBATKE.
From Scollish Guardicn.

The progress of the Sabbath question is truly
cheering, especially to those who, like ourselves,
have struggled for it as public jouroalists for
years alnost alone. [t appears from Mr. Hills’
official minutes to the Pusimaster-General, of
date 28th January, 1850, that the money-order
offices have nll been closed on tho Lord’s day,
—that all country effices are now shut from 10
in the morning till 5 in the afternoon, that the
arrival of certam Sabbath :nails has been dis-
contnued, as well as the delivery of letters in
the villages round London, ‘T'his is encourag-
ing, as showing how much inay be done by
well directed public opinion, At thesame tine
it sh ws how vast an amount of Sabbath work
has been going on for years, all unnecessary ;
and what o vesponsibility has meanwhile been
incurred.  The ery has always been, when any
one proposed to touch the Post-office, that the
work done was indispensible—that any change
would only introduce universal coafusion, and
make matters much worse. Mr, Hill comes
lorward and practically declares that there was
great toom for beneficial change, and that he
and his predecessors have been uncalled-for
desecrators of the day of God, 'The friends of
the Sabbuth from tus may learn what weight
to attach to Postoffice assertions when they
are told that this thing cannot be done—and
that that other tmust continue asitis. They
wust be encouraged, from what has been gain-
ed in deference to public seatiment, not to bo
contented with a partinl, but 1o press more
zealously for a full and permanent Post-office
reform.  The difficulties now o be overcome
are not grepter than those which a year “T)
seemed, and were pleaded as, quite insuperable,
but which bave been found on the trial tv. be of

caught to the no siaull delight of the audience,

#asy management, ,



