TOWN AND COUNTRY.

THE AMERICAN HORSE,

ADDRESS DYLIVERED IN CONNECTION WITH THE COMMENCE.
MENT EXERCISES OF THE COLUMBIA VETERINARY (OL-
LEGE, NRW YORK, MARCH 26th, 1880,

By George B. Loring, M. D.,

GizntLeMEN,~-The modern attempt to elevate
veterinary sei-nos above the mere empiricism which
charaotorized it universally before the leginning of the
preseut ceutury, and which charaoterizes it too ex-
tensively now, is entitied to profound gratitude and
Jiberal enecouragement, on the score of both economy
and humanity Dedieated as tlds orllege is to the
development und care and preservation of all that por-
tiow of the animal kingdom which man has subdued
aud devoted to his prosperity and comtort, and which
constitutes more than $1,600,000,000 of bLis property in
this country alone, it deserves the support of al! who
are engaged in the practioal affairs of life; and the
sympathy and encoursgement of all who would
ameliorate the animal suffering which man forces bis
dumb allies to shars with him in the warfare of life,
As I conulder what it may do 4o benefit both man and
apimal, and the difdoult task it has to perform in
interpreting voicsless complaints ; in fluding the seat
ol pain ‘whers no intelligence points the way ; in
qreping for symptoms and diseases amidst the dark.
nes of uninspired apimal life ; in arrcsting destroying
diseass where no enlightened observation points ont the
destroysr--1 am tempted to deal with the relations
which exipt between man and snimals, and to explore
that mysteriows problem which intelligent thinkers
propound for that part of ereation whose thoughts and
resson arve hidden in that soleun and silent realm
ossupied by instinet alone. But my inclination, in
view of the prastioal objeot of this college, leads me to
the companionship, rather then to the abstract, con-
templation of the apimal kingdom ; and to an intimate
adsociation, for an heor at least, with that faithful and
fascinating servant, witbout whom mauy of our setive
industries wonld oease, and our keenest pleasure would
be destroyed, While I recogmize the value and im-
portanes of all other domestic animals, and remember
that the value of the cattle of the United States is

estimated at nearly a thousand millions; that their
annual product in 1neat is $398,068,000, and in the
duiry $187,000,000—%$0,000,00 more than our product
of eotton goods, and £16,000,000 wore than our woolen
goods—I eannot forget the value of the horsea of oar
, or close my e) s to tho fuct that the relations
whioch exist between man 2ud the horse are of such an
intimate and Zsiguiticaut characler that they eannot
be-destroyed ar wiolated withiout producing an effect
dpeper than that pioduced by the rimple loss of pro.
rly, Bomehow, th. horss Las managed to connect
g:ﬁnll with 80 muzh that is interesting and  valuable
n life that we cvmiot nbuge or josult him without
wonnding our sell-respect ; we ocanvot destroy him
thout serious loss. lle cccupies a strange and im.-
tant place in our history In great military ex-
s, ho has always perfcrmed an important part.
)4 warriers used bim.  Old scholars wrote abont bim,
Jasob commenced early trading corn for horses with the
tians, and a long array of chariots and hortes
wod this patriarch in faneral procession, He was
an. Egyptian anjmal at s time when Egyptian civilicu-
tion all others and I am of opinion that he
bas found Lis most congenial companions where
cultivstion and refinemxent have prevailed. From
.daysof Phareah until now, as the arts of life
vanoe, how he goes with them ! I find bim in Arabia
the ally and protector and companion of man—his best
rﬁnllln . I finc him imamortalized in the
nest marbles of Groece and dIhm:‘. ¢ ﬁt‘:ldm;:lng;:.idx:
histery dodisated 10 the record of his wonde
on the tarl, on the road, at labor, in tha chase, and on

the field of battle. Kings bave devoted the roya!
treasury t0 his inorease, improvement and comfort;
and ambitious and enthusiastic sgriculturists have ap.

themselvas unsparingly to his introduction into

best regions and systems of farming. Why, what
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of Sir Archey and Sir Charles; of ILexington and
Bo-:ton ; of old Eclipse ; the stables of Washington and
the thorough-breds of Jefferson. It is not worth
while to tell you that there is notbing more in a!l this
than the simple ownership of so many mentionakie
suimals, to be valued by weight in the market, In
great events of joy and sorrow, in crises and revolutions,
the horse finds his place, standing next to manp, the

artner of his fortunes and his fute, and performing an
imoortant part in all the drama. I have been so struok
with the place asrigned the horse, in all the stirring
incidentr of ohivalrous persoual history, ‘hat [ re-
member always the touohing lines, which i the
introduction to ‘¢ The Betrothed,” tell the vision which
desoended on th2 ¢ Noble Moringer **:—

¢ Thy tower another banner knows, thy stced another
rein,

And I‘i::oop them to another's will, thy gallant vassul
train;

And she, the lady of thy love, 8o faithful onoce and fair.

This night, without thy father's hall, she weds Mars.
tetten’s heir.”

Towers, horse, vaseals, and lady-love—all join to
make the sigmificant picture. But nctin deeds of war
and chivalry alone has the horse endeared himeelf to
man. 1 have said he seoms to belong. by 1ight, to the
highest civilizaiion, and to find there his most favoring
and ocongenial home., Not, howevar, to this sphere
alone is his genius confined. Obedient to surrounding
oircumstances s noother animal seems capable of
being, bis franwe and tomperament alike conform to the
necessitios which he meets, The pride of the race-
course, to which he is often led when heis hut two
years old, prematurely developed by protection and
care iuto all the nerse and vigor of mature life, rest-
less, impatient, aud beauntiful, be finds an clplantine,
stolid, patient brother lenving the pasturex of Hollaud
aund the Clyde for the weary toil ot the brewery and the
coal.yard ; he finds a hardy, diminutive, busy, cool,
and sagacions member of his family browsing on the
ferns and mossof the Orkuoys ; he hailsfrom the
desert the lithe and sinewy form of & more immediate
relative; he looks quietly on as his self-poised
American onusin whirls along the road with that
tremendous stride which has been developed Ly the
wants of a free and driving people, each one of whom
is bound to resch his destination first ; and hé finds
» rough and wiry specimen of his race scouring his
plains in nall the vigor of savage life, proving its
characteristics nnder all circumatagces, and in what
ever form he may sppesr. He gradually adapts himasel!
to soil and oclimate and circumstance with s readiness
unknown to any other animal but man. In the battle.
fleld, he is & war-horse ; on the race.oourse, he in a
deer ; on the [arm, he is & drudge ; on the road, he is
a locomotive ; at the civic procession, Lie is as airy as
bis rider; as a haok, he is sagacious i the use of Lis
forces ; at the stage.coach, he is ** fiying all abroad ;"
at the private oarrisge, he is as proud and disdainful as
the petied beauty who sits behind him, It isin this
coamopolitan animal family that the American horge
takes & high place. Not in any sense s thorough bred
trotter, as he is sometimes oalled ; for that name be-
longs to a breed of horses as distinet under this name
a8 the Arab or the Barb is tnier his name. No English
man speaks of & thorough-bred as a thorough-bred
Orlofl, ur & thorough-bred Canadian, or a thorough-
bred Persian. The tharough-bred is,in his mind, a
distinet Lreed of horses, and the term belongs to
no other. The name does not belong to cattle, for we
have no such treed of cattle. We have shorthorns and
Ayrsbives and Devons aud Herefords, but no thorough-
breds as a breed. It is as manifes'ly impro,jer to apply
the name thorongh-bred to & known and named breed
of cattle as it is v> another and varied breed of horses.
You cannot speak of tnorough.bred Shorthoras more
thau vou can speak of thorough-bred Arabiaus, The
names of Snorthorns, A-rshires, Devons, tlerefords,
among oatile, are sufficient, without any prefix. But if
vou desi.e espeocislly to indicate the purily of your
cattle with marked distinctness, you can call them pure-
bred Shorthorns, ete., but not * thorough breds.” Not
in sany sense is the American horse a thorough-bred ;
hut he is an animal afier his kind, and vnegualled by
suy other horse on the face of the earthin all that
mak~s snch ap arimal truly valuab'e in every kind of
service, Ii takes true equine genius to make what is
kuown ag the American horse—that animal whieh, when
he has reached the heigiit of hie faculties, iz kuown as
the Americsn trotting horse. His meci-anism must be
as well.balanced and symmetrioal as a lcoumotive, Pro
pelled as be is by one gnarter at a time,* Lis pr is
the result of nerve and strength and decisiou unknown,
aad utterly ignored, in that leaping, boundiag motion of
the ranning horse of the Euglish turf. The American
horse must be solid un the fout, stzong in the ¥mb, irm
1n the baok, free and easy in his stride, and, bove all
things, salm and ocollested amidst all trials of iraok
and the road, which tend to throw him off his

and rednen hit fo the lovel of the hare and the fox and
greyhound—rtiuning helter skelter, without the exereist
of any taculties except those with which oatire endow-
Lhim wlo flees from danger or conflict. The American
trotter requires bones and mdscles and btains, and when
he stunds high oh the list, he lias them all. I'or cotn.
pactnese of form and ease of motion ; for strength aaod
endurance and sagacily, e is unequalled. Now, this
animal we have almost s the natural produet of our
tarms, Descended from the thorough-brede of ganer.
ations long since gone. he is undoubtedly, as he now
appearr, the result of that social and eivil equality
which, in our country, makes one man’s time as
valuable a8 anothers, and which authorizes the farmer's
boy to take the road from the parson or the dootor
whenever he oan net it.

Every man in this cotintry wio can keep & hotse
wants a good one ; and, wihen he hgs got him, he wants
to avail himazelf of his horse’s powers to make the dis-
tance helween one place and another as short as
possible. 'We all drive on the road ; and c¢his continu-
ed, with certaln fortunate aptitudes of soil and olimates
bas given ug all the peouliar merits of :Le American
borse, heir as ho is to strong physioal power ahd tiatt.
able domestic faoculties. Why. then, should we go
abroad with the expectation of improving what we now
hove ? While we bhave the many valuable familics
well known to us, ko divine in mize and shape, so well,
fitted by form and tetuper to every labor, and yst poses.
sing a kind of prevailiog uniformity expressed by the
terio *‘a horee nf ull work "—oan we hope to derive
muoch benefit from a resort to those s 6 breeds of
horscs which, in  Enclaud, are devo each to its own
speciality ? There is no veceseity, for instanee, fot im.
porting a Suffolk Puncli ; fur half a day's search would
undoustedly provide jou with just such s animal,
raised ou your uwn noil, which, in all ita varicties,
develops almost every style aud shape and gquality uf
horse known on earth. We need not 1mport hanters,
for we have 10 need of such & hurse among us. The
Clevelund bay. valuable a & oarriage horse, could
bardly expeot o iurprove the stylish breeds of the
’Sonth and Weas!,

! 'The adveniures of the thorough.Lred of America on
‘the Lnglist tucf shows out cspaoity for produeiag that
cluss of animals; avd when we consider that “nﬂ only
after wo have rvached ma:g removes from the thorough.
bred that we have arrived at good trotiers; when we
recember that neither in shoulder, nor leg, nor quarter,
nor general mochanism, is there any analogy betweer
the thorough.bred as raised in Englavd, and the trottet-
as raysed in cur owns country—we may well ask our:
selves whet advantageis to be derived fromn the intro-
duction of wsuoh animals amoug us? In saying this, I
do uvot fuil to recognize the value of those old pio-
genitors who brought into our eountry, many yeurs ago,
the buue aud musole and verve aud wind and oapacii
of the English thorough bred of that .dz Iam nl.nd,-
tul of old Messenger, snd of what he his sons have
doue ; and I cannot forget that his fame, as the avcestor
of trotters, was established not in Bucks Oounty, Pa.,
but on Long Island,and various other pointsin the
State of New Yoik, whence bhis stook was distributed
thronghout all the fair, billy, breesy, brainy, Lotse-

owing sections of New Englund, As the sire of
ﬁiller'n Damesel, aud of Bir Harry (thorough-brede), he
won & fair revutation ; but it was as the sire of Mam-
trino, whose dam an& grand.dam were of unkoown
blood, and not allied to the thorough-bred, that he won
his distinction as the ancestor of somw of the most
remm«rkable trotters known on earth; and how, as
generations went on, that unknown bluod wor
indeed the vpeed of his family mereased. From Mama
uriuo sprung Abdallah, dam Amaronia, and Mambrino
Puywaster, with unhuown dams end great accomplish.
meutd.

(*The lecturer is in error here. The trotter is pro-
pelled by two quarters at vne and the same time, 'lhe
 thoroughbred on the v ntrary uses each quarter in rota-
tion and no two in prfect unison, as 18 the ocase with
the trotter.—Ep. T, . C.] .

To be continued.

A traveller from Leadville tells his neighbors in the
east how he had o travel ifty miles ju & staga. When
abo:.t Lalf the distunce had been traversed they stopped
at a swmall place to cnauge horses, While they wers
changing them, the passeugers improved the opportun.
ity to take & luuch. They stepped up to the oounter
of the little reswasurant aud each tuok a piecw of pie and
a oup of ouffee. When they had finished the lunch
they asked the price. The man in attendance said :—
4 Que piece ui pie 5') ocuts ; nne oup of coff~e 35 oents
— 75 ceuts 6uch,” Oneof the perty grumbled a little
about the price, whereuyon the old man behind the bar
. straigbtened himself up, folded his aruw in & dignified
j anuer, end said :—* Stranger, look at me ; do yuu
suppose I am stayiug out here for my health.”




