
MEDICAL

'Ihere stili exists a woful Ilack of uniforniity ini
dealing w'ith contagious disease. Th'le tinme bas
coic Miîen inidividuals and ignorant commnitteeb
w~ho, fromn superstitioni and l)rccoliceived prejud iceb,
systemnatically conceal disease, imust bc made tu
conforin to the. ùiw of notification, and ,that inspue-
tors ivho are entrusteci %ith the process of dibinifec-
tion, sILali be required to do more thorough work
tban the geceral 1racticc %vhicb prevails among
theni of nmerely deodorizing the prenhises. Disin-
fection nîcans the destruction of ail animal and
vegetable life on1 the premises, and even more, the
germis and spores niust also be destroyed. 'lo do
it caretcssly mierely thriowvs [people off their guard,
and, iiiîcr the impression of safety, thiey arc Iured
into greater dang'er.

'['le i{ealth, Om-1cer's duties tow'ards public and
private schools slîou'd3 bc defincd by statute, and
the resffit of bis inspections should bc enîbodied
into quarterly reports, an.d forwarded to the Depart-
min. of Education.

It ivculd greatly absibt in tbe diffusion of hygienic
information anîong the masses if one of the dlutics
of the \,redical I-Iealth Officer %vas to dei,,er, say,
two or three lectures aîînually ini bis municipality.
Besicles the information lie could imipart, it w'ould
clraiv' around imii those %v'bo bave a natuiral taste
for sanitary %vork, anci afford a more beneficial dir-
ection for the pent-ui) energies whichi seek an outiet
iii the formation of secret and otiier societics, and
I ami sure that if subjects pertaining to hcaltlî %ere
discusseci %'itl tlie sain earnestness w'bîclî clîarac-
terizes the (lelii)eratiolis of these organizations, thev
suni c' lie resuits would reach a ten-fold measure
of usefuiltess to the comnîunity at large.

'I'lere is no more poI)ular subject to-day tlîan
public sanitation. Let those of us,. tiierefore, who
are entrusted ivitl the guidance of its mnetliods, act
witli that deliberation, firinness ai-id discretion
wliich slîoulcl mark the action of mien having a
sacred duty to performn.
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J/.Presideni, Ladies alid Gen//ellin, -he

great pestilential diseases wilîi have at onetinie
or another visited every part of the ililiat)itecl globe
have lîad tlîeir origin in nîan's ignorance. Someç
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twen-t.y-thire Iiiiidrt-d years ago, wlhen the Ailien-.
tatîs * 'ere suffering (roi tlie pestilence, tlîey said
tiat bonicone liad ioisoned tlîeir drinking w~ater,
Tlîe saine cry %vent up tbiree ),cars ago w-hon hit-
dreds of tlîe inhabitants of the village of Plymouth,
P'a., wvere l)rostrated wvitl typhoid fever. In both
instances the accusation wvas correct, but thie puis-
oning- liad not in cîthier case beeni clonie nialîcious-
13', but ioany.No eneniy hiad conic stealing
by îîiglît anîd cast the poiverful poison inito the
wvater, but thc [people thenîselves lbac altow'cd thîcir
excretions to accu niulate about tiienii until the gcrmis
of disease tlîus furîiisliecl ivitli suitable niaterial
elaborated poisons more poverful than tliose
knoNwi to the cheniist. lii tu Micîcile iAges, the
blaclc-plague spreacl tinie and Uniie agaili e"er
Europe. 111 1348, betweeîi the ist of Î\Mardli and,
the last of Jutly, dicte died in Florence mor-e tli
100,000 people (rum tlîis disease, Geiieva, lost
40,000 inhabitaîtb, Naples 6o,ooo, Venice 70,000,
aîîd within four years there clied iii Soutliern
Europe not less thaàn 4,000,000 people, of tbis li's-
ease. In 1665 in London, tie I)lague -destroyei

x~o les tan ooooo. After the plague came the

swainCLIg sickness, typhus fever and chiera, ail
of wliicb are ii>ow recogniized as baving their origin.
and s1)ieat iii tbe ignorance and carelessîîess of nan.

B lut, says« one, "ail] of thîis refers to the past."
We %vill admit that past genterations of menii were

ignorant ancl frequently brouglit uipon theîsel ves
disease and cleath, but wve live inii n enlighîteîied
day anîc getieration, and certainly thiere are nîo
great plagues ainong uis, whili i ighit be remioved
by mîore information." Let us sec about tlîis, mly
frieud. Let us inquire iîîto the ravages of a singrle
disease nowv existing. Ml will take as the type. 9f.
filtlî ciseases of thie present, typlîoid fevcr,.a.t disease
wliichi oives its existence and spread to the lignor-
ance andl carelessuess of mian. To %lîat extent
daes-tlîis disease exist? Iii the Province of On-
tario, thiere die on an average each year nQtIle55
than 500 people (roui tlîis one disease. ,Foir every
deatb thiere are at least so cases of sickiiess. Trlùîis,.
there are eacb ye-tr in tiîis,.Provi.nce at least 5,ooo*
persotîs sick wjitl typhoid fever. Tbe average dtira-
tion o.f.le illîîess is about four wveeks, inak.ing an
aggregate of z0,000 %veeks of sickniess e acb year
froni this prie disease. For each person sick, thîe,
,timie and attention of at least one attendant is-
necess ary. There are tlierefore io,ooo people

>1

i

~. ..~

~4I


