
EDITORILL

Trhe prie of freedoin froin every forai of erroneous teaebtng i perpetuai
Irigilence. As gciieral systeffs of the treatinent of disease, Christian Sei-
ence, osteopathy and (biropractie are founîded on faise concept ions, anîd
mnust not obtain legal recognition.

LORD LISTER,
Soînu tiine ago Sir RIckinaiî (odlee gave the profus,ýion a biogral>hy

of bord Lister. TIhis book lias been revieiwet in Thï, London Nation.
Ilenley, the pouf, wrote of Lister in thescu words:

Ilis brow spreads large anîd plaeid, and bis eve
Is deeup anîd brigbit witb steady looks that stil.
.Soft 1iiîes of traxiqiil thoughit his face fulfil-
Ilis face at once benign, and Proud, and shy.

The revîuever in The Nation gives the follmving expression of opin-
ion regarding Lister:

"That his range of faney was so, narrow and his linagination so lhaut-
ed i our gond fortunie; for it is largely (lue to these facis that Ljister lias
tontributed so muelu-perhaps as ranch as any Juan-to the saving of life
and the abolition of pain. It inay %vell bu doubted if bie would, evor have
discovered the scientifie basis of that asepsis at which al] his practie
aimed. It needcd the mînd of a Pasteur to do the work of discovery.
Biut, for the work of applying the discovered truths and theories to, case
alter case, in the face of diflieulties and professionai seffflng, Lister's
:intellect and qualities were almost idleal."'

Then there appeared a (lefeIlue of Lister by Joseph llowntree, whieh
had the effeet of bringing forth the following from George Bernard Shaw:

"Lister's theory of antiseptie surgery was so, shallow and stuid in
îts conception, and SQ disastrous in its practice, that the oniy excuse for
bisq rash acceptance of it was that it Beeîned at first to, produce good re-
sul.ts owing to the astonishing improveinent of cleanliness and comînon
decency into surgery. In spite of this, antiseptieally treated sinuses re-
fused to heal; surgeons like Lawson Tait, who would have nothing to
do with Lister's antisepti.s, and declared that the best 'antiseptie' was
pipe water, were conspicuously successful as operators; and Spencer
Wells made an operation that lad previously been a desperate one eom-
paratively sale by keeping the patient under temperature conditions
which had nothing to, do with antîsepticisni, Lîster's method was soon
dropped in hospital practice, and replaced by what was called the aseptie
treatment. Lister himself dropped ît. In The Medicqi Press and Ci.-
cular of Deeember 26th laut, the editor, apparently under the impression


