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rnan's outlook uponi his owvn affairs. HeI who would wallz in anothcr's
steps must netds wvalk delicately. As a small instance, 1 may cite the
proposition that blunit outspoken truth is always commendable. Theor-
ctically the proposition is sound ; in piacticc it miay lead to conftusion.
If the bald truth were a1lvays uttered the gentle* fabric of social life
wvould crumble to the ground in a day. Indeed, w',hat Nve are disposed
to teinu pleasant manners, or cven good manners, are lar-cly conccrnied
wvith a discreet dallying xvith the truth. The miuch-extolled proclaiming
of plain facts may, on occasion, bc coarse as wvell as needlessly cruel. 1
remember once in South Africa being askceu by a civilian surgcon-a
most able and kzindly nian.-to sec a soldier wvho liad been shot in the
leg. The surgeon concluded bis accourit of the case by placing bis hand
on the paticnt's thighi with the observation that it 'vas at that spot iiat
hce proposed to ampuitate the limb. The proposai wvas wise, but it was
in this fashion that the man learnt, for Fhei first time, that hie '%vas to lose
his leg, and I think the announcenient wvas ili-made. Let the mariner
know the xvorst of the wvind that is to blow, but that saine wvind rnay xvell
be tempered to the shorn lamb. The soundest sympathy-as far as
medicine is concerned--is based upoo what chemists cali a process of
substitution, wvhere, in the compound the atom of the physician replaces
the atom of the man.
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Finally, in this calling, as in others, thiere is no possibility of sure
success without honesty. 1 would flot use the terni the strictcst hioncsty,
for there is only one degree of honesty. Lt is flot a quality wvithi grades
and convenient modulations. It eitlier is, or it is not. Loto the hands
of the physician is placed a candid and un.questioning trust, into bis cars
are poured solemn as xvell as sordid secrets, while in the rcvelations of
mcn's lives thiere is no confessional whieli cao claini the pitiable candor
of the doctor's roomn. No professional career is more full of mninor dif-
ficulties, of minor temptations, and of small pitfalls than is the career of
medicine, and ir. the handling oi these there is but one line of conduet
open to whomisoever wvould do wcll. Jii the business relations also of a
doctor's life it is beyond doubt that-fromn the very Iowcst commercial
stand poi nt-hones ty is flot only the bcst policv but the only policy. The
dangrerous axiom that ''nothing succeeds like success" is no article of
fa'th in the truc religio medici. Success in this particular career cao
never bc gauged, aod bias indeed neyer been mecasured, by the merc
acquiring of xvealth. Those who have mnade the profession of medlicine
great have made no pretence that riches 'vere anion- th eir gains. If
this be reckoned as a loss at least the consolation endures that, by the
earning- of gratitude, the humlblest practitioner cao dlaimi to bc anion-
the few wvho ever lay hold of that wveaIth, which is-in a peculiar sense-
"beyond tlie dreami of avarice."~
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