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mnent and support. Amorig our neighbors to the South, the people
of the United States-I came near saying Americans, but, as is
well know'1n, we as Canadians claimi that titie ourselves-the State
Association is a great factor in the building up and ennobling of
ail the higlier ideals of life, and is dotisidered one of the Lest
authorities on ail matters pertaining to the control of the profession
and the health of the people. In bhis, I feel wve should vie with
our neighibors, and not be bchind in any miatter pertainiîîg, to the
health. of the Province. There is -no reason wNhy Ontario should
not be to the fore in the 6ight against the enemies of life. There
is much that is of a provincial nature.-the work of the Provincial
Board of Hlealth, the care of the insane, the public hospitals, the
relief of inebriety, medical legrislation including mnedical education.
A niatter of no little importance, too, is it brings the members of
our professiân into dloser touch with each other. IL is to the
benetit of the individual miember. He cannot Laul to have bis
mental horizon extended. In union there is strength.

R I lias been said that surgery, bas about reachied its lirnit, nnd
that there is littie left for us to, do ini the way of improvement.
Surgery is in as active a stage as ever. While mucli of the work
that is beinr clone now appears marvellous compared w'ithi the,
wvork of a quarter of a century ago, there is no doubt, and miany of
our surgeons i ecognize it, that there is stili in siglit a great tield
for improvement, and that we inay be looked upon as lilliputians
cornpared Nvith those who w'ill do the wvork at the end of the next
quarter or baU century. Whiile our know'iecle is actually great, it
seems little after ail wvhen we consider the possibilities of tbce
future. When the tubercle bacillus -w-as mnade known, to u-; we
were congrratulatingr ourselves that the -%'hite plagrue w'ould disap.
pear forever. Althoughb we are wündrous w%ýise -,ve, have no reason
as yet to boast of any great iso.No matter howv muelh we
qliarantine the microbes they still produce-I say tbis advisedly-
such diseascs as the wvhite plague, enteric fever,the infeetious diseases
and inany others, and býy their flank inovements get in theircleadly
-work. On the part of the physician it %vill always be a fighlt to
the finish-the Frenchi proverb. "Après la mort le- M.édecini,"
expresses it aptly--on the part of the microbe a fighlt Io the d1eath.
The discoveries that have already been inade ixnpress us only too
strongly that research work must be pursucd on a larger scale thian
ever, and our m-ulti-mnillionaires benevolently, philanthropically
inclined in their later days at least could not do better than aid ini
the great w'ork of researchi Wilie w'e can felicitate ourselves for
niuch that lias been done in the inatter of seruii treatnienit,
especially in diphtheria and rabies, we may look forward to even
greater things. Great a-, these advances seen, the possibilities.
seei greater. Thle surgeon, as is w'ell knowvn, is ton often the
vicbirn of so-called blood poisoning. It lias claimed as its victimis
xnany of'the nîost skilful and cultured of our piofession, besides-
placing many others near the brinki of the great beyond. It is.


