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press trees, which stood fuar or five yanls

asunder, shot up o the height of nfty feet,
entirely free from branches, whicht then,
however, spread out at viyht angles o the
stemn, makine the ticesappear hike gigantie
umbrellag, and covermg the whole morass
with an ipenetrable roof, through which
not even a sunbeam could find a passage,

On looking behind ns we saw the dayhaht
at the entrance of the swamp, as at the
mouth of a vast cavern. The turther we
went the thicker-becamne the atr, and at last

1he effluvia were so sufhng and pestilential
that the torches burnt pale and dun, and
more than once threatencid to go out.

« Yes, yes,”? muttered our guide to him-
self, ¢ a mght pagsed m thizswamp would
Jeave a man ague-struck for the rest of lus
days. A niglt, aye, an hour *vou!d do a,
1f your potes were ever so litle open; but
now there’s no danger, the prairie fire s good
Tr that, dries the sweat and closes up the
pores.? .

Ho went on conversing thus with himself,
but still struhing forward, Ahrowing historch
light on each log, or tree-trunk, and trying
its sohidity bofore he trusted his weight up-
on it, doing all this with a dextenty and
speud that proved his familianty with these
dangerous paths.

« Keep close 1o me,* said he to us, ¢ bat
make yourselves light, as light at least as
Botishers ean make themrelves.  Hold

cour breath, and ha! what is that
‘I'o:: 7 Hollo, Nathan,” continued he to him-
self, ¢ what comes to you, man? Don’t
you know a sisteen foot alhgator from a
iree ??

He had stretehed out his foot, but, 1.-tu-
nately, Lefore settmg it down, he poked
svhat he took for a log with the bt of Ins
aun.  The supposed bMock of wood gave.
way a little, and the old squatter, throwing
himself back, was withu anace of puslung
me mto the swamp.

« Ah, friend,?? said he, not in the least
disconcerted, <€ vou thought to carcumvent
houest folks with your dewitry and cun-
ning.”?

« What is the matter 2 asked I,

« Not much the matter,* he rephied, pnl-
ling his knife from 1= sheath; “ ouly an al-
ligator. ‘There 1t1s agam

And in the place of the log which had
dis:tp{aenre(l, the jaws of a huge alhgator

gaped before ns. T maised m{ gun to my
shoulder. The Yankee seized my arm.

« Don’t fire,”” wiuspered he: «“don’t fire
o long as you can help it.  We ain’talone
here. This wall do as well? he added, as
he stooped down, and-drove tus Jonz knife
into the alhgator’s eye.  'T'he monster gave
a frightful howl, and lashed violentlv with
its tail, besprinkling us with the black, sli-
my mud of the swami).

“Take that,” saud the squatter, with a
arim snule, « and that, and that I”” stabbine
the brute repeatediv between the neck and
the ribs, while 1t wathed and snapped fur-
ously at him. Then wiping lus kmfe, he
stuc{: it in his belt, and looked keenly and
cantionsly around him.

<« [’ve a notton there must be a tree tnink
here away ; it ain’t the fist tme Pve fol~
lowed this track.  Theie it s, bat 2 good
six foot off.” -

And so saving he gave a spnng, and a-
lighted safely on the steppmg-place.

%¢{lave a care, mat,” cried I ¢ Thero
iz water there 5 T see ut ghuter.”?

< Phn, water! what you call water is
snakea. Comeon”

1 hesitated, andashudder came over me.
Tho leap, ns regarded distance, was a tn-
fling one, but it was overan almost bettorn-

less chasim, full of the loulest mud, on which |

the mocasain sinakes, the deadiiest of the
:‘,m'v;-ncan reptiles, were swanuig. ** Come
o,

Neeessity lert mo strengtiy, and, pressing
my fett ool irmiy nganstthe logou whink
[ was standmg, ek which wis each mo-
mnent smbsng wath our weight decper iutu
the soft, shuny gronnd, T 3prang across.—
Carleton followed me.

“« Well done I eried the old mang ¢ cou-
rage, aud a couplo more such leaps, and we
shall be getting over tho wavst of 1.7

We pushed on steaduy but slowly, never
setthing our {out ou o log tnd we had ascur-
tuned ats soldity with the butts of our
suns,

* T'here seems to have been ausort-of patl,
made here,” saud T1e our guide, ¢ for”—

“« Silence 2 interrupted he in it low tonie g
“sifence for your hie il we are on linn
ground aguin.
added he, as the torchhight revealed some
enormous ones bying corled up on the mos<
and lanas close to us. ¢ Follow me very
closely.”

Jut just as [ stretched forwand iy foot,
aml was alout to place 1t in the very prut
that hic had left, the hideous jaw of an alli-
srator was saddenly stretched over the tree
trank, not siv inches from my leg, mud the
creatiro snapped at me so swddenly, that 1
had just time to fire ‘ny guninto his ahitter-
Ing I’iz:\.nl-likc cye. 'Blm mounster bounded
back, uttered a couud between a bellow and
a groan, and, striking wiklly about him in
the morass, disappeared.

The Ameriean looked round when I fived,
and an approving smile played abont his
mouth as he sail something to me which I
did not hear, owing to the infernal wproar
that now arose on all axdes of us, aud at fiest
completely deafened me.  Thougands, tens

of thousauds of Livdsand reptites, mligators, !

cnormous bull-frogs, night-owls, ahingas,
hwerons, whose dwellings were inthe mud
of the swamnp, or ou its leafy roof, now Nf-
ted up their voices, belawing, hooting,
shrieking and groaning. Busting forth from
the abseene retreat in which thieg had hith-
erto lain hidden, the alligators raised their
Luleous snouts out of the green coating of
thie swamp, gnashing theirteoth aud steain-
ing towarnds us, while the owls and other
birds circled round our hieads, flapping and
strihing us with their wings as they passedld.
We deew our knives, and endeavonred tn
defend at least aur heads and eyes; hat att
was in vaun agamst the mynads of enennes
that surrounded us 5 and the nneqnal com-
bat could not possibly have lasted long,
when suddenly a shot was fired, followed
immediately by another.  The effect they
produced was magical. The growls and
crics of rage and fury were exchanged for
howls of fear and comphaint, the alligntors
withdrew aradually into their native mud ;
the birds flew in wider circles arornld us.
the unclean multitudes were in full retreat.
By degrees the varivus noises died away.—
But our torches had gone out, and all arvund
us was black as pitch.

 In Gul’s name, are you there old maun,*
asked 1.

¢ What! still alive 2 he replicd, with a
langh that jarred unpleasant Y upon ny
nerves, ¢and the other Britisuer, tou? 1
told ye we were not alone. These biutes
defend themszlves if you attack them upon
their own ground, and a single shot is suf-
ficient to bring them abuut one’s cars.  Bwt
when they sce you’re m-carnest, they soon
get tired of 1, and a couple mure shuts sent
among them generally drive them away a-
gam; for they are but senseless sqaealin®
cretws after all.”?

Don’t mumd the suakcs.”‘

Winle the old man was speakig ho
struck tiro, and Wt one of the twiches,

“ Lochdy we have rather better footir
heie. continned he. ‘ ®

“ Aucle now, fawardguickly 5 foethe sy
o sety il we have still someé way o g0
Andazun be led the mareel, with a L1
and confidence i himselt which each mo-
moent increased o rcfiauce oa im, Aier
poceeding i this manuer loe abuat Lalf-
an-haar, we saw a pale light glimaeiing ia
the distauco.

« Five winutes more aud your tranbles
are over; but now isthetine fo be cautions,
for it is on the borders of these swaps the
lirators best love to lie.”?

L m? eazerness 10 find myself once mora
ot dry Jand, [ seareely heard the Yaukes's
words 5 aud as the' sepping-places were
now aear torether, I hastened on, and 'got
a lilie in fiont of the pasiy.  Suddenly [
felt a lox on which I had just placed my
foot, give way under me. 1 had scarcely
tune to call ont “ Halt!>? when I was upth

peet of sinxing ~tif deeper.

«“ Yo will hurry on,” said tke old man,
with a laowh s aind at the s tune, springr-
iny forward, he eaught me by the harr, ©

¢« Take warmug forthe future,” added li
as he helped me vut of the mud § # aud duol:
there 1?7

1 dud lonk, amd saw Ludf-a-dozen alliga-
tors withing aud ceawling an the nostous
shime within a few feet of us. [ el asick-

emng sensation, and for a oment I could
uot utter & word; the Yaukee produced his
winskey fask. -
i Take a swallow of this,® said he, “but
1o, better waittill we are out'of the swamp,
,Stop a luttle dl your heart beats quicter.—
1 S0, you are better now. When vou’ve made
1w ot e sdeh joutnéy < with old Nathan

v

Now, furwan!

syt Le yuite agother i,
again.” :

A tew mnntes later we were out of the
swamp, and looking over a field of paltact-
tas that waved & rastled in the moanleam, .

| The air was fresh, and once mose we biea-
thed freely.

MosuMesT To St Wanriaar Warrnace.
-=A propusal for 2 monument to Sir Witligm
Wallace 1s ahont to be carried out.  Funde
liave heen realised, and the Il of Barnwer'Y
unear Craigie, between Kilmamack and Ayr,
15 projosel as the site.. The hi L in questiop
wonppeeed to be that on whach the\Wallace
Wizht? stoud and took a.-lust look at the
blszwg * hatasof Ayr,” to winch be had set
fire, atter fastening the donrs and window-jto
prevent the e<cape of the Englishmen least-
g wiside.—Kilmarnock Journal.

A number of pins were recemiy ~thibited to
the Pathotogical Socicty of London, removcd
trom vauous s of e hody ot & yonng wo-

drying linea, and puttiug the pins in her mouth,
whea sume one ¢ame behind her and seized lag

smaeiation follawed ; 2 ewelling showed jt3elf

goac.  Sixteen others were removed from abiont
the same spot, and others from the left knee,

wwenty-two in all
fcads excejit (wo.

The New Government of New Brunswick is
Uikely to meet with a ficrce opposition,  [n the
House a motion of waut of conl.dence has nle

They had all lost their

tmong olher things that né member
Catholic Clinreyi had been scleoted in fotming
the new cabinet. e

-
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the annpits o the swaunp, with every pros-,

man, who was thing down clothes from tke

by the anns, startling ler £o mueh that she

swallowed the whole mouthfil; sickucss nd
nnder hereft breast, which ulcesated and burst, -
ziving passag? (o a pin. the heatd of which. waa *

from vver the sterium, and, fom the wriste

weady Leen antoudyeed the mo.er coinpliiniyg .
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