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the Iarv:i; an d, being Called aw'ay frorn homeî just at thiis tirne, 1 fouind
on my rctturn iait die laïva liaci gonie into diry'saIis, and iii a, fem, days
afterwar<Is, tle pe-,r.ect beetie erncrgcd. and prcved to he a \'ery Igtcl
Oure(ld )~rC of iVisier 15/nCaaOi.(i.35). 'lIlis l)eetle, as
rnay b-C scen i'sm011c11 le c ifl. varies very' nii ch init s Iîerfect formi, su,

25.

inuch so, indeed, ilhat a carcless or tinskilled observer %voul1 neyer iimiagine
iihit thiese- four inscts be(.loniged to one and flhe saie sp)ecies.

i'is nct (Fig.* 36) bclongs to the Hicnp/cra,-(
Ik' lo/ca, or truc B3ug Ttnilv i s hrouight to

Im.e by a fiicnd, m-vho liad detected it iii the oct of. n kifling a Colorado Bcctlc larva, by Ipicrcing, thc soft
b odv of thc larva with its long, rostruni or bcak.

lo3G. Il- placcd this insct also in niv glass-covcred
box, and athc its operations, andi mode of attack. Tt niovcd vcry
quietly, and attackcd thie larva wvith a sutcidei dart of its sharp-poirited

ba.'i'hc larva. of coursc, stulglec with ail its powcr, yet it ilever
seenied at ail to iooscn the hold of thc hug, wvhich rathcr astonlishied Ill,
for I arn at a ]os., to scc whiat enablcs thc beak to bc retained so firrnlly
for, as far -LS 1 Cali asccrini, thle bcak, is tolerably .snooth, -ild casy of
withdraweal if the bug is weilling. Yet. whicn J autempted to takze the
larva off tHie 1ck ihad to use sonie slight degrcc of force. Jhe bug.
niorcover, hlas a curious fashion of planting inîiseif squarcly and firmly
oni his fect, w'ith thc bcak raiscd necarly horizontal, and the victirn poiscd,
or sp)itted on it, and writhiing about quite cicar of 111e grotund.

I hiad thce curiositv to weigh Utic biig, and also a larva, wbich 1 saw it
attacking, and the larva. was v'cr3 nezarly as hecavy as thc bug-, and yet it
seenicd no exertion to the bug to rmise its victini on1 the p)oint of its l)eak,
and hold it stispcnided therc wvhiIe it sucked otq. thc contents of the body.

Whiethier the 'close confineniert of the box was miot calculated to pro,
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