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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES.

JARSNip LARnvA.-Mr. James Angus, of West Farms, N. Y, writes as,
follows respecting our notice of this insect in the last number of the Cantadian
Entomotoçjist. " I arn pleased with your description of the Parsnip Depres-
saria ; it is an old acquaintance of mine. 1 have raised the larvoe aud notîced
thair habits for rnany years. It seems to be very closely allied to, if not iden-
tical with a British species, D1. lieractiana, an abdomenless specimen of which
1 have in my collection." On again comparing our specimens with the brief
descriptions in Stainton's MIatual, we notice a great resemblance to that of A.
lieractiana, whieh bad not struck us before. It is. not at ail unlikely that our
species is an imported inseet, like a great many more -of the farmers3' and
gardeners' worst' pests. We shail take an early opportumity of sending some of
our specimens to England ini order to have the question settled, aud should the
inseet prove to bc a British species we shahl gladly withdraw the name that we
have given it. We have no desire to multiply names or synonyms, which are
becorning sueli a nuisance to Entomologists, but beinR unable to identify our
inseets from any description that we had, acceas to, we determined-with some
hiesitation-to give it a name which couId easilv be withdrawn if the species
proved not to be a new one.

LÂRLVA OF HYPERCHIRIA VARIA) Walk.-On the 25th of July last, I found
closely huddled togrether on the under aide of a locust leaf (Robinia pseudaca-
cia, L) a cluster of fifteen smail bristly caterpillars of a dark brown color.
On opening the clip box in which they were confined, some nours after their
capture, I found them ranged in a single line obliquely uP* and down itS sides ;
when disturbed they set off in a procession round aud round the box, fo]lowing
their leader in a most grotesque manner. After this 'whenever I looked at them,
till they became Yery large, they were always ither ranged in a single columu,
or very closely huddled toglether. By and by they became so large that the
line, of fifteen exactly measurcd thc muner circumfée.ce of the box, and then,
by dint of a littie persuasion, 1 got them to, form an endiese procession around
the inside of the box, each one following closely the individual before him.
They went on in this way for upwards of haif au hour, aud looked as if' they
would have gone on for ever, tili I thought they had lad exercise enough, sud
broke up the columu. At this time their length was 0.35inc m; their general
color black; body entirely ce)vered r-'ith long sharp compound black opines, Bo
thickIy branched on every side as te form a complete chevaux cde frise - the ter-
minal spinelets ended in a fine hair, the main stem being jet black, the aide
branches wh-ite tipped with black ; along the aides there was a reddish-white
lune, and another of the same color through the spiracles. In other specimens
lhe two lateral, Ues and the space between them formed together a band cf
reddish- white.


