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constrained to make & porfuge ; that is, to tranusport our goods over lund,
but the road is very good. ‘I'rces are few in number, the land cun-
sisting almost exclusively of meadows, with pines and oaks interspersed.

From the Falls to the Rock which lies on the western side of the
river, both bauks rise 5o exceedingly bigh that one shudders to lock at
the whirling current beneath. Were it not for these great Falls ot
Niagara, the navigation, which is completely obstructed, would be open
1o lnrge Loats and even ships more than tour hundred and fifty leagnes
through Lakes Huron and [llinois. ‘These lakes wmay traly be called
siall seas of fresh water.” (1)

At the period of P. Hennepin’s voyage the wild state of the
country must have imparted to this great wonder of nature an
aspect even more grand and terrible than that which still makes
it an object of unequalled maguiticence, and consequently of uni-
versal attraction.  There exists betweeu the well known contour
of the falls and the altered scenery by which they are now sur-
rounded a pleasing harmony, which has dissipated the rugged and
whospitable look that struck terror in the first Europeans who
beheld them. Chéiteaubriand has given the world a description of
Niagara in his Atala, which has contributed as much to establish
the reputation of the falls as all that has been said about them
siuce 3 these few lines alone, writte.r by the author of the Génte
du Christianisnie, and which we now translate, have drawn
thousands to the zpot.

“We soon reached the brink of the cataract whose presence was
announced by dreadful voaring It 13 formed by the River Niagara
which issues from Lake Erie and falls into Lake Untario, its perpendi-
cular height i3 one hundred ard forty-four feet. From lLake Eric to
the falls the river runs over a steep declivity, and as it leaps down has
the appearance less of a river than of o sea whose tide rushes headlong
into u yawning abyss. The cataract is divided into two branches, and
assumes the form of a horseshoc; projecting forward between the two
falls and suspended above the chaos of waters is an island, bollowed out
underneath and overgrown with trees. The great body of the streawm fulls
towards the south, bending into a vast cylinder and unrolling itself as a
sheet of snow, brilliant with many cclors in the sun. Towards the east
the torsent descends in a frightful shadow, and seems a liquid columa of
the delage—a thousand rainbows playingover the deep chusm. The water
striking violently against the ghattered rocks flhes in winrlwinds of
mist high above the foreat as the smoke of & vast conflagration Pine
and wild walnut trees with rocks hewn into fantastic figures decorate
th®cene. Eagles drawn by the gush of air descend whie ing around
to the bottom of the chiasm ; and carcajoux hung by thesr pliaut tails
from the low branchos watch, vager to seize the drifting carcasses of
the moose-deer and of the bear”

Queenstown which the Prince visited immediately after leaving
the Falls of Niagara, is situated on very elevated ground, and
commands a charming prospect.  Ou one side the Niagara River,
with it5 cold green waters, is seen wising between its ngh banks ;
on the other Lake Owmario, with a vast extemt of couniry whose
luxuriant vegeiation offers the most varied tints, opens 1o the view.

It was here that one of the most remaskable camtats of the war
of 1812 took place. General Biock died victorious on thus spot, as
Wolfs had dene on the Plams of Abrahum. As he 1l monally
wounded his troups and militiamen rushed upon the enemy to
avenge his death, and overthrew all that opposed them.  The first
monnment erected to his memory was destroyed 1 1810 by some

unknown Vandal, whoe blew up a portion of it with gunpowder ;i Newark was once the capital of Upper Canada,
but a colwnn more befitting the decds which it is to commemarate, |

was undertaken in 1856,—a sational subscoplion having been
opeued for the purpose,—and wis fin:shed and solemnly mavgu-
rated n September 1859 The cost of tlus new monument was
over £2000; it consists of an clega  Corinthian column, rising
from a pedestal ornamented with bass-reliefs * 1t the four angies
of its base hious sapport escutscheons bearmg 1. arms of the hero.

who is 1epresented with his left hand testing on the pommel of hus
sword, his rigin extended aud grasping a baton — the classical
symbol of military authority. In the vault under the monument
lie iwo sarcaphag of stone which euclose the remams of Sir Isanc
Brock and of his aide-de-camp, Col. Macdonnell.

The monument had been left purposely incomplete at the tnne
sence of 160 veierans, who kad served in the war of 1812, aud
Cnn:xﬁ'n, Sir Allan MceNab and Sic Euenne Taché., The first
named gentleman read the following address: -

May it Please Your Royal High.ces,—

Some of thie few survivers of the Militia Volunteers who assisted in

(1) Voyage du R. P. Louis Henrepin, dmsterdam 1704, It will be
secn tbat this svriter geeatly exaggerates the height of the falls.

defending Canada against tbe invading coemy during the last Awerican
war, have assembled from different parts of the Province, in the hope
that they may be graciously permitied to ofter to Your Royal Highoess
{ the expression of their toyal welcowe, upon your arrnal 1 this portion
of Her Mujesty's dominions. In the long period that has elapsed, very
many have gone to their rest, who, having served in higher ranks than
ourselves, took & more conspicuous part in that gloricus contest. They
would have delighted in the opsportunity which we uow enjoy of behold-
ing in their country & descendant of the just and pious sovereign in
whose cause they and their fellow-soldiees fought, aud whom they
were from infaucy taught 10 revere for his wany public and private
virtues.

We feel deeply grateful to Her Majesty, whose condescension to the
wisbes of her Cunadian subjects has couf. rred upon us the honor of 2
visit from Your Royal Highness; and we rejoice in the thought that what
Your Royal Highness lhus scen, and will see, of this prosperous and
happy province, will enable you to judge how valuable » possession was
saved to the British Crown by the successful resistance made in the try-
ing coutest in which it was our fortune to bear a purt; and Your Royal
Ihighaess wilt then be able to judge how large a debt the Empire owed
to the lamented hero Brock, whose gallant and gencrous heart shrank
not, in tha duarkest hour of the couflict, from the most dizcouraging
odds, and whose example inspired the few with the ability and spirit to
do the work of many.

We pray that God may bless Your Royal Highness with many years
of hexlth and happiness, and may lead you by 113 Providence to walk
in the paths of our revered and beloved Queen, to whom the world looks
up as an illustrious example of all the virtuey that can dignify the high-
est rank, support werthily the responsibilities of the twost unxious
statiou, and promote the peace, sceurity, and buppiness of private life.

His Royal Highness replied as follows :—

Gentlemen.—1 nccept with mixed feelings of pride and patin the
address which you have presented on this spot; pride in the gallant
deeds of my couatiymen, but pain from the retlection that so many of
the noble band you once belonged to, have passed away from the scencs
of the bravery of their youth, and of the peaceiul avocations of their
riper years,

I have willingly consented to lay the first stone of this monument.
Every nation may, without offence to its neighhours, commemoraie its
heroes, their deeds of arms, and thewr noble deaths. This is no taunting
boast of victory, no revival of long-passed animogitics, but a noble
t-ibute 10 a soldier’s fame; the more honorable, because we readily
ncknlo\vledge the bravery and chivalry of that peoplo by whose hands
he fell.

I trust that Canada will never want such Volunteers as those who
fought in the last war, nor her Volunteers be without such a leader; bat
10 less and most fercently 1 pray that your sons and your grandsons
may never be called upon to add other laurels to those which you have
so gallantly won.

Accept from me, in the Queen's nawoe, my thanks for your expressions
of devoted loyaliy,

The Prince and suite then ascended to the top of the monument
and viewed the scenery, wiich m grwmdeur cannot be surpassed.
His Royal Highness also laid the last stone of an obeiisk erected
on the precise spot where Brock fell.

Shortly after the Prince went on board the Zimmerman and

proceeded 1o the little town of Niugars, which under the name of
It is sunated at
the head of Luke Ontario, almost facing the old Fort of Ningain
which stauds on the United States shore, and which. awakens so

! lively un interest i the mind of the tonnst.

Although the population of Niagara dues not evceed 3000, «till

"It retarns @ member to Parliament— the least an_ancient capita

|

The total height 15 190 feet mcloding the s.atue-of the '_'cncml,!

can do.  The neatly adorned tle town gave the Her Apparent o
kind recepuion 3 hacing heard the official harangues of the mayo
and magistrates, s Royal Huthness receved a depumation of

ludies, who came to make an offering of a basket of truit grown
$in the well known orchards of the vicitaty  The royal pany having
‘agan set out soon reached Port Dathousie, amd thence visned St.
: Catherines, on the Welland Canal

' This last weationed place, as the Welland Canal 10 which it is

i d s “judebted for s
of its inauguration 5 the Priuce now tud the Iast stone in the pre-1

prosperity, owes its exwisience to Hon. Mr. Merritt,
a zentleman whose pintns were Jooked upon ats clumerical, but who

A ! i "happily has lived 10 see ther transformed imo splendid realdities
among whom we notice Sir J. 3. Robinson, Cluef Jusuice of Upper S

This Iittle town, whose population numbers about 7000 inhabi-
tanls, desirous of giviny in the joyous festivities of the day, a pro-
minent place to the main clement of its success, crected a
trinmpal arch entirely composcd of flour barrels. It is said that
this construction did not present such a hetcroclitic figure as might
havo been expected.

Having received several addresses, including one from the
mayor, Mr. Currie,” the Prince loft St. Catherines by the Great
Western railway for Hamilton.



