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1896.] TUE MOTIVE FOIXCE OF 'MISIONS.

'JJroughout the Scriptures we have many refereuces to Cirist's prayer-
fulness un the bebaif of the Churcli and the world. On tlw pages of
Isaiali wve lîcar hM -ayincg, Il For Zion's sal:e will 1 not hoii My
peace, and for Jernsalemi's sake 1 %Vill not rcst." In his last discoursm
Mie told the disciples that lie would pray to the Father for them, that
Hie nîight give thiei nother coinforter. And in t'ho Epistie to the
Ilebreiws Ife is depicted as the great Iligli 1riest -%vlio ever lives to inake,
intercession. The higx priest in the c1d dispensation, oftcu entcrcd
the presence of God ivith the naies of the people on bis lîeart, the
seat of love, and on bis shoulder, the seat of power, and once a vear, with
a bowl of blood and sprig of thivm-i in bis hands, pleaded for the entire
nation. «What more vivid portrayal could tixere, be of thec ceaselerss inter-
cession of that Iligri Pricat, who ivas once nianifested to, bear the sin (of
many, and Nwlio, now appears in the presence of God for us!1

In the days of Ris flesh le pleaded for is Claurc7î, as in the sublime
intereessory praýyer of Jolin 1 î ; for individuals, as Nvhen lie said, " Simon,
Sinion, Satan bath desired to bave yon that lie iay sift vonx as wheat
butt I have praycd for thee ;" and for t/ke world, as wvhen lie liret assuxnied
Ilis highl-pricstly functions, saying froniflis cr*oss, "'Fathe~, forgive to
they know not 'what they dIo." Tijus lc pleads stili. For Mis Chuiirch,
for Ilis apostles, whlctlicr ininisters nt home or inissionaries aliroaci, and
for the %vorld that lieth iii the -iicd one le sa7s, " Faher, I pray for
thoen.-" Fcrpctuially from Juis lips pouis f-arth a stream of tender suppli-
cation and entrcaty, which inakes gladl the city of God.

We bave been too mueli accustomned to think tbat tlicse pIeadings of
the Divine Master arc set in motion by the strong cryings and prayers of
Ilis saints on earth, and that 11e is simply the intcnnediiry and spokes-
mnu of lis Chiurch, accordling to the sublime vision of the Apocah p-t-
ulhere the mnighty angel mningles much inceuse ivith the prayers of s-ain-ts.
whichi lc offers before the t1irone. But probably the trathl lies deeper.
It is quite truc that le pray. in licaven fixe prayer ive pray on earth, wiln-

noig themn of their selfishness, aud asking what -we Nvould asRk h.a vc
fuller lighlt ;it is also truc that ail suecessful pra,,yer must reccive Blis
endorsenient and authentication ; but it is a deeper trnthi that our best
lirayers are borrovcd lights, the cbo of lis voice, the -fter-gl«ow of ID;
vision~ the reflection of lis exiger desire. The body of Christ is brouigl-t
inito, agreement svith the Hecad by the lloly Spirit, wvho comînunicates to it
1-y a quick synipatliy and intention the thoughts sud desires that are pas:--
ing through tlic Savior's beirig.

We have two, Advoeatcs, one -%vitIî the Fatlher, Jesus Christ fthe right-
cous.1, sud one -%witli us. As the one -. ent np the o.tiier came down. A -,
thp une sat down at the riiht haud of the Divine MIaiesty, sn the otixer sat
in crnlk* An ilic lxeads of flic twelve and in the lTppcr Rooin. As the
0lieC vtVr livetx to intercede in heaven, the efixer nial-es iu!tercessicn in us
fuir the saintsq and for sinners, with groanings thunt cannot lie uttered.


