1594.] PAPACY IN EUROPE. 799

inspiring incitement to heroism in the whole range of Christian missions
than the inaccessible fields of Islam, Chvistianity has no more perplexing
and formidable duty at the present day than confronts her in missions to
Moslems. The Church must not be content simply to drift into this busi-
ness of reaching the Mohammedan woild. She must arouse herself to
careful study of the problem, and dedicate herself 1o a zealous effort to
break the fatal spell of lethargy and indifference which seems to make her
so faint-hearted and callous in the face of this great and bitter cry of
neg.ccted 1siam.

This is in a peculiar sense the era of prayer on the part of Christianity
for the providential opening of the Mohammedan worll to Christian mis-
sionary cffort. As the Christian Church has unlocked vast regions of the
carth hitherto inaccessible, by the golden key of prayer, let her solemnly
purpose to accomplish the same result in those vast regions of the Moslem
world that are still practically untouched. That God has opened the way
within the past half century for such magnificent advances into regions
beset with almost equal diffienlties and dangers is a grand encouragement
to plead with Him to make bare His arm and smite the barriers which at
present render our access to Islam so ditlieunlt.
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Tt cannot be denied that there is, at the present time, a revival of
Roman Catholicisn in this Old World of ours. In Great Britain every
one knows that the Romish clergy have of late assumed a boldness, a spirit
of propagandism, which becomes a danger to the country. Convents and
monasterics are being established on all sides ; there are forty of them in
the county of Sussex alone. Churches and eathedrals are being erected,
and ¢ conversions” are taking place. In the Anglican Charch there is an
alarming progress toward the Popish rites and superstitions, thousands of
churches having adopted during the past few years the use of candles,
carly cclebration of the mass, incense, confession, ete. The Romish
clergy in one diocese alone (that of Salford) boast of 900 ¢“ conversions”
dwing the past year. Who could have expected such things in the land
of Cromwell and the Covenanters ?

In France the death-fight between the republic and the Church, which
found its expression seventeen years ago in Gambetta’s celetrated utter-
ance : *¢ Le cléricac. me, voile U'ennemi I (*“ Clericalism is the foe') has
come to a sort of truce. The people are mnot, to any considerable e..tent,
more religious than they used to be ; fashion, pleasure, and immorality
kold the sway in Paris and our large cities mare than ever.  But there is,
at the same time, a enrivns sense of respect pereeptible even in the most



