
North Africa is nientioflC( agin more thitn once in connectioni %vith St.
Paîl's voyage to Roine. Sucli are sonie of the Ncwy Testament references
to the Park Continent.

The first translatlions of the Nev Testament wvere the Syriae and early
Latin ; both. of th-lemn date froin, the second century. The early Latin. ver-
,;ion was made, not in Italy, as we, Nvould have expected, but by the Latin-
speaking Clîristians in North Africa. Latin ivas their native ton gu ; and,
tauglit by the Spirit, they instinctively feit that thcy must have the New
Testament in their own Language. They feit as Johni Wycliffe did when
he said that the plouglhboy following, the ploughi should have the Word of
God in luis owni tougue. In thieseý modemn days of Bible societies and Bible
dlistrilbution let it flot be forgotten tlîat the early Christians of North Africu
took so, noble a place amiong those who love and who read the Word of
God.

North Africa is ricli in naines of great historical promînence in flue early
('liristian Chiurchi. There is Origen, the famous preacher and -vriter of
Alexaxudria ; Tertullian, the Christian apologist and defender of the faith;
Athianasitis, whose life auud work will be liad in everlnsting remembrance
for the inagnificent stand hoe was enabled to, inakce against -Arianismn and fin
tkehalf of the glorious truth on wvhich human salvation depends, of the true
,iid etemnal deity of the Lord Jesus Clix ist. Athaniasins, it is believed, was
a Copt, a native of Egypt. Cyprian, who, died a martyr, 'vas l3ishop of
Carthiage. And thiere is Augustine, Bishop of Hippo-now the towu of
Bone, in Algeria-tlue defender of the doctrines of grace against Pelagian-
ism.

The carly Chiristian Churcli in North Africa furnishcd many a name to
the roîl-caîl of tlie noble arzny of martyrs. Take as an example the well-
k-nown story of thie two, fernale martyrs of Carthmage, Perpetua and F'elieitas.
Tiiese mnartyrs werc put to, deathi in the year 202 A.D)., during a violent per-
secution under tue Eiuperor Scptiiunius Severus. Perpetua was only two-and-
tiwenty years ol. lier agcdi father was a licathien, aud lie tcnderly entrent-
ecd lier to renounice, Christianity in order to, save lier life. When she ivas
iulont to bc tried before the niagistrate lier fatiier hiurried to the prison and

s.tid, " Dear daugliter, have pity ou nmy gray hiairs. ... Looki at thy
brothiers, thy inother, and thy auint ; thy sou, too"-an infant at tixe
breast, wluoin to nourisît in prison was lier greatest solace-" whdo wvheu
ilion diest caxînot long survive. Lay aside tltat higli spirit, aud do not
pliixige us ail in rain." With those words the oId mnari thrcw hjimscîf
wveepinig nt lis daughter's feet. When slie ivas broucglut before the judgc,
stitdcnly ber fatiier eutered, carrying the infant iu bis arnis, and looking
-it lier imploringly, said, " Iave pity on the chiild." The judge, too,
urged lier ini a similar minaner, but in vain. Perpetua aid lier conlpanions
-three youths, and F-elicias-vitrie condeînuied to, be thlrowul to, the Nvild

li:t.Shortly before the public spectacle lier father came again and
Bizde .. l:ust appeal to Ilis dauglter, tlirew hinîseif ou the ffrouud and ut-
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