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life or in any biographical records, any persons whose course would
even suggest a hint for such a revolting caricature. .
I?ut;, be that as i? may, it is certain that there is no necessarv con- .
nection between an intense zeal and activity for the conversicn of the
world, and th.e disregard of the claims of one’s own family. Rather o
the contrary is true. For the best friends of foreign missions are -
usually .m.terested in all minor spheres of duty and usefulness. No !
more shining example of this has been seen in modern times than in
the ?‘xcclle.ant, lady referr?,d to i}\ the title of this paper, as an Ameri- -
::raln Persis the. Beloved. : This was 'Sarah Platt Haines, the wife of -
homas C. Do exus, of New York city. She was born in 1802, and ,
died in 1877, her l_lfe thus (Eovering three-quarters of a century. In .
1821 she was married, forming a happy connection which was broken
only by her death.
She was conspicuous for interest in foreign missions, and for her
continuous and unsparing labors in their behalf. The impulse came
when she was a little girl and accompanied her mother to meetings, ‘
where such eminent believers as Mrs. Isabella Graham and Mrs, Divie
Bethune were accustomed to pray for the world’s conversion. As years N
passed on her interest became a settled conviction, dominating her -
whole life. Her husband, being like-minded with herself, so far from
putting obstacles in her way, co-operated to the extent of his ability.
There seem to have been no limits to her activity. Her house was
always open to missionaries of the Cross, on their way to and from g
their fields of labor. She performed for them a thousand offices of
kindness, seeing to the completeness of their outfit, providing little
comforts that had been overlooked, and guarding against unpleasant -
contingencies. Nor did her ministrations cease until they had actu-
ally commenced their jonrney. And so on their return. Usually the
first face that met the weary traveler was that of dMis. Doremus. She
was ready to make all the arrangements needful for them and their
baggage, and often, by her forethought, saved them from serious per- ,
plexity. This kind attention was rendered not only to persons con- 5
-nected with her own denomination but also to the representatives of
“all evangelical churches. It was enough for her that they were heralds
of the Cross, laboring in the regions beyond. She spared no pains
to aid them in the accomplishment of their mission. It made no dif-
ference whether the work was done in Greece, in Canada, or in the
wide wastes of heatbenism, nor to what body of Christians would ac-
crue the fame arising from success; she was always ready to help. Tn ‘
the year 1861 she was active in forming the Woman’s Union Mission e
Society, which has done so much in advancing the cause, not only by L
its direct efforts, but also by its influence in leading to the formation s
of similar organizations in all parts of our country. For the first fif- v
teen years of its existence her own house was the headquarters of the '




