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Uiift to ta7o, ca7'e of thzcmisetves, an, t7îat oz&r present po1licy ancl
izeth-ocs ave a sac a7bd C0flSpiCUO&S failZti'6 Lfll lbot1b Pai7't!Cltlars.
And our condition is ivaxi"ngc Wors( ani IVOI-Se overy Year, and on1 a
gigantic scale of proportions. Tlhc chirch. is fast- Iosiig groauîd rdea-
tivclg, as to popuilation, and actitalty, as to its hiold on the
masses, andi its rostraining andi cvaugieliziiug influience on the whlolo
communiity. Undor the very shadow of ouir costly anti statoly
chulrchles, anti in spito of the tell millionis of money givenl yoarly to
foreign andà homo missions, anti to the variouis works of charity andi
bonovolenice among uis, thore are to-day millions of souils as igniorant,
as dogradod, as godless, as abadntiic-(c to iniquiity, as aniy com niity
in hocathitioni! The gospel oxorts no mnore inifluience on thieni, or ovcr
them, oxcopt it bc to excite their hlatreti and conitompt, tfhan if they
lived in f rica ! he chuireh, witlh ail lier instituitions, and imachinlery
anti applkancos, doos not so muchl as toueh the hiem of timeir garmienits;
nay, thiey are bitterly 7tostile to it, andi to its teaclinigs. The miaistry
they donotince, tho Sabbath they scouit, tho laiws anid the restrainits of
virtuoiis soety tlioy sot at nauiglit, ani a feeling is growing- Up amoing
thom flot onlly adverse to Ohiristianlity and tho ehuircli andi Clhristian
society, but absoluitely destrucetive to tixeni. Many Ivill question the
truitl of suicl swvoopiing statements, anti cry outant thein as exac-
g,--rationis. Bat it will be onily those who hiave not beeni, or Ivho wvilt
not be, at tho pains of stuidyingr the probleirn iii the lighit of existinig
facta anti tondcencies.

Takoc an illuistration or tw'o, whichi is better for puirposes of argument
than genieral statemen)t. We select the city of Brookzlyn, whoire the
wvritor happoens to i'oside, onco dosigniatoi leThe City of Cliurces,-,"
aiid doubtloss above tho average of city popuulatioii in poinit of initelli-
gence ai social standinig. T ho popuilation cf Brooklyn iii haif a
cenitury haz-s a.dvanccied fromn a few thousanti to fali, 800,000. Buit Sta-
tistics prove that the chutrch, instoaid of kcepiing piacc Iith thec iiiv'ýom-,
inig poptikation, lias fallenl se far behinti that its relative streig th èl.o-

day is tenfold les.9 t7zlci,nb it was tlbre, clecacles ago ; iindeed, se far as
chuircli accomimodationis for the Protestanit population are conicrneti,
it acU3Uita1 7nac.tcs a wvorse sioivi7z thab a7by otiier- City i7l, the,
Zanl! The i're-bytcri.an, Congrogational, anti IRformedl (l)uteh)
chuiirchies-onùce in tho ascendant, anti -%vhichi, it mig(At bu saidl, hiat the
riglit of domain-hiave adtled littHo or nothingiç to their iimiber anti
itreng 'th in the last twonty years ! While several new ehurches have
been starteti, se many have dieti or beoi consolidateti that the nunimber
to-da.,y is buit a trille iii excess of that 20 y wars ago. -leiîco this grecat
city, riif nosil prominience, is ýa city of relatively few chuirchoes.
Anti the Mnost of tîmosoare iii the oldoer 1part of the city. 'Ple ouitlying
wvards, whieîe the inigrowthi is, are poorly slupp)hed, whiile the
oltior anti woalthy down-town churclt's lcave thein to struggle Ivithi


