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The failowing, specimsen osf tise repr.esenýation giv-
eni on tisis subjectin viroUis partsof tise ÔId Testa-
ment, wiii suflice, nt once, to illustrate asnd cssssblisil
wlsat is hecre advancedl. Eveit wiie Uhe chiltiren os
laraei wvere in E;ypt, they seemt to have lid Eiders,
in tise officiai, sense of the word ; for Je!sovahi i sesid-
irsg Moses to deliver themn, bnid, Go andi gat/scr the
EUders of Israel tog,(ctkcr, and sasy auno thern, T/îc
Lardti u visilcd yau, and lia (k secit iluzt is donc ta yait
iis Egypt Exodus iii. 16. Il; the wvilderness, thc El
ders of Israel lare spokien of as callcd ingcshrmr by
Moses, appeaied to by M\osQs, ssnd offieialiy actitig titi-
der thiat divinely coinmissioned Ica-fer, on occasions
simosi innssmcrable. Tliese Eders apprar to have
been of different grades, and endowed, of course, witii
differeatpoicrs; Exod. Xvii. 5. xviii. 12. Xxiv. 1, 9.
Numbcrs xi. 16. Deut xxv. 7-9. xxix. 10. xxxi.
9. 28. Fromn Usese and mitier passages, il, would secin
they hiid seventy Eiders over tise nation ; and basides
these. EI.lers over thousands, ovcr lissndreds, over fil.
tics, and over tens, wlio wvere al clsarged wiîis ili
speetion and rule in thnir respctive splseres. A-ain,.
we fissd inispeetors asd ruiers of the peoplc, under the,
name of Eidcrs, exis!i.'g, and on ail public occasions,
actin- in liseir officiai ciiaractcr, inii tit ie of Josliu;
duriusg tihe period of thejudgc.s- under the kiisgs, espie.
cially during tic iost fztvorcd ansd hiappy season of
their kingly dominion; probably durisig thc captivity
in Balsylon ; and, bcyond ail doubt, ais soon as tl:ey
returned fecoin cnptivity, ansd became scutled in their owil
land ; untii tise Synagogue systei 'vas regnilariy es-
tabiished as tihe statd mecans of popular inîstruchion
and worslsip.

MktJ'en i Synagogue acrvice wvas instituted, is a
question whlsi lias beca so inach controvcrtcd, andi
is of so niucls rczil uncertainty tisai the discussion of
it wiii not bc atcmpted iii dus place, especiaiiy as i
in a question of no sort of importance iii the iîucuiry
now before us. Ail Usai is nicccssary for us to as-
sume, i3 tisai it cxiscd, at thse iime of onr Lurd's adl-
veuît, and for a consîderabie tisue beforc; anid Usai
tihe Jews hssd been Ion-, nccutssincd to ils orde:r and
worslîip; wlsich no one, it is prcsusned, wiii tsissk of
qucs:ioning. Now, wlisatever soiglit have bcn its
origin, notising can bc more certain, tisan Usat front,
tise carlic3, ssosict.s we ha:ve of Ulic institutions, ansd
ihroug-.h uts whole history, 'is, l-ading oficers coisssses
of a beach of E.'ders, wlio 'vere appoissted 10 bear nule
ins tise congregitions; %vlin foriiird ai k:si of Gn¶s
tory, or ecclesîsasticai jîsdiza;oy ;-to iccivc pp
cants for admission into thse Olixrcls; to %waici over
thse people, as weli in refereisce s.o tlicir rooris, as
sheir oiencc to cercnmosmiai assd ceccsiissicait order;
la administer discipline Mien ssec.ds-zry ; ansd in sls<sri
as the rcprcsieilttives osf tie Citirci or ColsiQ aID i:
to *cst in ticir naine aild belsaitf; ts,<l bi,>d" and "lloose:."
ansd ta sec tisai cvery slsiss was « donc dcccnidy aisd ils:
order."

kl fl ot forgotten tisai a few emincni writers, foi.
oving tise cetebr4sîed Grmnas errorisi, Erzsils, hav

contcnded tisai thiere wtaii no ecclesiasticai govmrment
amon.g tise Jews d*itict froms tise civil; assd thatls of
cotîrsel thsere wcre ho rulers of tise Sysa.go,-ue, sepat.,
ale frosu tise civil judgrs. Tisose wio wisli Lo sce titis
error saitisritctoiy rrefttd, and the existence of a dis..
tisîci eci'ssasiical goiverrnieni nmong tisat people
cieariy establislied, may %onsutiwli ~at lias ben written
(in tise sssbject, by tise lessssed Gillespie, by professor,
Ruherford, by Bisiap Ssiiingfiecî, and osisers; froi
wiose %vritings tiiey %viii be cossvinced. bcyond ail
reasonabie dutât, tisai tise civil assd ecclesiastica'l jîsdi-
catories were reaiiy distinct; tit the persos coin-
posissg esîci, as weil as tiseir respective spiseres of
judgsien , wcre pecsii.sr; and tisai tise lester existcd long
tifier tise civil sovereignîy of thse Jewisi people ivas
taken away.

Tiere lias been, indeed, muci tiiversiiy or opinion
anion-g Iarned i en, concerning r. visrieîy of questions
%iisci atrise in ttfcetice to these Eider of the Syna-

ggs. As, for cxaseple, wiviîer tisere was n diffier-
rîsce osf rasski siitossg tîsein 1 WVleUser sosie were
teacies as Nveii as suiers, and otisers rulirs only 'i
Wnsetlier tisc %as assy Jiversisy in tiei ortin:ation.,

,&c. &c. - tsEu wiie enissient wvriters on Jewisi an-
liquides hanve diflfied, and constinue to differ, in rela-
tion to t1iese points, they are ail perfecily agteed in
one point, nasnciy, tsai iii every Synagogue tisere was
a beicîs of Elders, consistin- of lit ieast irce persons,
%-iso wvere eisarged witls tise wvisoe inspection, govern-
mens, ansd disciplinet of tise Synagogtse; wvlso, as s
cousrt or bencli of rush-ns, rec:-ived, judgcd, censsincti,
.excitsded, and, iii a wvord, perfonriiiet every judiciai ad1,
ntcess:ury tu tse rr.gul:sriiy and wve1fti.e of tihe Coli-
i.rreg;stio:s. In ilsis geniesal fact, Vitringa, Seiuicu,
Voesiuis, IMasckh, Grotius, Lighîfooî, Blindcl, Saliasi-
lis, mid, insierd, so far as 1 canruscsw recollect, ail tise
uvrisers os> tis stbjeci, wiso deserve to be repre-
seicd is isi-li autisorisies, subssaintissiiy a-ree. Aist
iin suipport of titis fict, Usecy quotc Phsilo, .Josepluss,
Niainoaldes, l3c-ijnsniai of Tudela, andi tise grea:
sssass of otlser Joiwiss wiîssesses, wiso are cosssidered
as hioldinsg tIhe first rank amnong Rabbissicai aus-horitits.
1ssdcedl, tisey spcak of thse fiict as too ussquestionablc
îo desniasd any formnai array of îestiniony for ils coin-
firnmation>.

Acr-ordingly, wc fsnd variotis passages in tise New
Trestament iistory, wvisicli refer o tîsese Rusiing Eid-
ens, as belosigi usg to tise nid ecotiniisy, then draw iî- ta
a close, and wviici admit, it %vould appeatr, of no
otiser islterpnetatios titan tlisi wmicis supposes Usecir ex-
istencie. Tise foi!owin- specisues> wili stsficc; Martk,
V. 2., Ait bCAhi, fluerC C.OmCfr 07-e of thc 7-Ucrs Of
Lic Svz gn.Jairius by rnzrnc , anlt IÀcz Île sisso
4im, lsc fal t ai ifcca ; Acis xiii. 15. Ansd afice- Me
rcadinz ofM lca nd Ific juropActs, l'bc rildcrs Of the
S:,î'a c n senît unio thecm, .¶ayzlsg ye 7)5c4 aisdbIrc-
?krcs, if sjc Aavc aay scord of exhortaliosi for lke
pcapl;c: say onî. Os> tisis latter passage, Dr. Gi, ais
eissiess i master of orientai, andi eqpeciaiiy of raishini-
c.si Icarssin", in Isis Comniessary, writes thus:-"I Thse
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