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b>' internai or externat evidence, tisat ie, nntil wo
discover front tise nusre of tihe tising îts4cit liant il
id agreeabla te truthi, or untîil wc arc tiatitfsc of
its trth front usscxceptiussable tcslisssossiy. But
'viller a thing in Conti-dry te renson, 110 cidclce
Wisatever, nut evcn miracles, couisi it bc sppuKsd
possible tisst tîscy wossid bc wrossgist on such
en occasion, could conspel oir aissentfor to bciicie
it ins a thissg inconsisstcnt with our premcnt constits-
tien. If, tiserefore, it couM ul Le shwn in a pretcnid.
est revelation tisat it contnincd propositions Contra-
r>' to muasn andi obviotssy abs4ud, it iri plain we
asmsit rejeet it on titis grounsi, whatever externat
evidce il mnigii prcsumne to have.

Dsst thse ceillsies of 1tie citristian rce'clation have
neyer heen anccesssful ini proving tisat it containesi
an>' doctrine contrar>' to ressort. Andi aithougis
mtan>' attempts bave been Malle to provo sorte of
its mysteriots trutits ta be susch, andi on such ob-
scure grounsi thcre in nsucis room for ingcnstity ta
'vark sspon, yet they have ncver been able to, prove
îiscm irrationai, tisougi rny of thent aro incon-'
preitestaible ; and so long as titis ia the case, tutt
whiile tlsoy remain ssspported by an externat cvi-
dencc so satisfactor>' tise> play be ranie tise objects
of a rational ansd i enligitcssesl faith ; andi tise
more no, tisat titis externat evidence inse8 power-
fuilly corroborateti by tise internat proofb of a i.-
vine origin. For aititotig tiere ho mt'cis that is
siark in tise sacresi writitigs, yet tisere are F'o mny
sublime ansi rationial udoctrines, ansi, so rrany lice.
cepta are containeti in tisen of transcendant excel-
lence as afird, a strosig presumaplion tisat wvîat, WC
do flot understand possesres a similar cisaracter,
tisouîgi tise resisons of it at presesît are Isis fromi US.
In orshinary afrairs, vieil cordially believo antiý set
ispon sucis presti sssptions. If tise acte of ary adt-
nsissistratios hsave bcs,, tapnn tise whoie, wise anti
beneficiai, altlsougls in soute particular eNigenr,
mstisres sua>' li pusrsued apparctily tnreason-
lie andi issjssriohss; yet, n good tand wise Mian

wili fsnsl ao lfl'scuity ist supporting tisese, or nt
last sssspcndissg itis jussgsxent tilt tise whltoe Cvi-
dence of tise procedure ns isefore Iisttu. Ansi wvly
Mnay not mien actthuts in regard to tise nystcriaus
tnsîiss of religion, wiess t0 do ro, is attendeti
wt thse greatcst safcty in every point tif vicw 1

It woutld lie tctijôtjs to entimerate nil tise doc
trinles of tise citristian reveistios, whiicislire nol
disiiise1>' eonsprclsisie, or ts esrluilcl
titcs, of a renslovale buts), evîils csscsshîiscr tise
nîind in stuiyisîg t1ia sneceil record. Tise idew;
preF:Piited are csften too vnstan nusievcrwvielsssist foi
thse linistesi fltesshtics of nin:,, wvase.i aussi sid dhnsc
se lis! ntr, 1,..:tîs tise illupliriticia of n senstsa-l niffi

corruptesi chariscter. Jrow indistinct are our Isigi-
ettt conceptions of tise divinesnattire andi attrbisteë
of Oisat beissg whicls ncv* began-thatt nature
whticl can neyer cliaisîgeý-tiat wssdom whicis ers
ait tiigs front etcrssity anmd gaina no cesin
tisat powcr whicit sotlsing can res§iot--and of tisat
embi.csce wisicis is cvcry wlsere difrused, andi yet
evcry wltcre perfect tatt esitire! IIow obscut ia
ossr idea af tise union of tise tiarce divine pier-
sous2 in one Gosiiscad, andi of tise différent parts
wlsiclt tisese ussiteti beinge took in tise scsense of
redemption-tso union of thse divine witis thse bts.
niait nature in tise person of aur Saviour. Iluw
dark anti iuconîprclicnuible are tisese truths, anda
how easy would it ho ta atit to tiscir nsmber fromn
tise sacreti volume. But )sow imîserfcî andi lia-
cd arc aur viowss af tisings ini wlsicisvwe are mnore
conscerne(], anti which WC ma>' suppose are more
within tise rangre of Our pawcrs. Ilow little du
we know of tîsat part of' the divine admiînistrtion
of wisich vie otàcslves aire thse sajecta! WVlst
do wo know of thse nature of our own spirits andi
of tiseir connection with the grosser parts of our
framte? llow dima and wavoring is our intelletitai
vision wlsen we taile a glinipse of the invisible
worid of' spirits, aidesi tsougfi WC be by tise dis-
coveries o!' failli. These idleas are far reussovcd
frosu ouir perceptions. W"ien wetry t fix otrat-
tention uipon tisent, We fei as if WCe wcre iookisg
into a gioomy cavcrn filied witit tim andi siado%çy
inînges-vencrabie an'.i awfui indeeti, bst nmore
venerabie ansi more awful front tiseir obscuriîy,
tison front an>' dibtilnct inmpression iviicis tisoy aks
spon our minsis. But suds obscurilies were ta bc

expecteti froni tise higit cievation of tise suit.
ject, froni tIse naturai imtperfection of' our ca1saci-
tics, anti front that engrossnsosît wvitli sensible oi.
jeets iiseident ta ossrprcsest conditios--nn esîgror
mensI wlsicl tenit ta usssfst us for tisese abstract
ansi ritual Contemnplations. Mnny of tisese dii-
ficulics secen ta bo Of a naturc wisich cannot Le
surmnotntecl till we bccamc diEemlsodicdl spita,
wvhen an increase of capaicly aend a chsange of ne-
lation to sue, objecte ma>' rentier tlscm more ecar
andi inlelligibie. Sucs a ]tope is Iselt ont to lts in
scripture. What we knownfot nowweinay l.noi
hereatfier, andi those tihings tisaIare nowacen daris-
ly as in a glass, We snay tison se, as face to face,
=dtt know ce-en as WCe are l,1town. l'es, il 'a pica-
sitîg to liopo, for tise hope ia fourtdeti on tise pro-
msise of' GOsi, tisaI as WC rise isigier in tise scale or

bcsg isintinortal cxi.ýtence, as We approacis near-
er ta tise tîtrone of Codi ansd of tise Lansb, tise
i-liii mid tlnrk-itcss wiit strrauntil il snayhc gra.
-1tsally dhspeiicsi, naitotsgi tise distance betwccn
t ttprcssîc antid i-xsct Godand an>' createsi


