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to forget the deep debt of obligation
which is owed to hlmi whio first yen-
tured into wvhat %vas then a liazardous
and unprofitable field."

The Wesleyan Methodist 'Magazine
which Wesley founded, now iÙ its
125th year is the oldest of the mul-
titude of monthly periodicals of
wvhich it Nvas the pioneel-.

It was î-eserved to American Meth-
odism, howvever, to miake largest use
0f the religlous press as the lever- of
more than Archimedean power, to
elevate ami bless the world. The hast
of "Advocates "and other periodi-
cals which fly abroad on ail the wvinds
of heaven may well be likened to
the mighty angel of the Apocalypse,
-having the everlasting gospel to

pi-each unto them that dwell on
earth, and to every nation, and kmn-
dred, and tongue, and people." And
most efficient preachers of the truth
they are. The galleries of their congre-
gations ai'e in the Rocky 'Mountains,
the backi seats are on the distant
frontiers and in the isles of the sea.
They go where the human voice can-
not be heaî-d-to the mniner's cabin, the
lumberman's shack, to the sod but
on the prairie, and the lone fisher-
man's but.

Neyer were these ministei-s of grace
50 needed as to-day amid our crowded
and hurried life, with its swift rush
and hui-ly-burly, with its tikle of sec-
ular thoughit, flooding even the Sab-
bath day with the enoî-mous issue of
Sunday papers. Thankz God we are
free from these as yet in Canada,
and we hope will long remain so.

Weetlîey abound they pi-ove the
most deadly and de-azgerous encmies
of the Christian Sabbath. They fill
the mind with worldly topics and
leave scant time or taste for religious
thoughit or- worship. Ail the more
need for the stili small voice of the
î-eligious papei- to recali men to no-
bleî- ideals than money-gî-ubbing or
pleasure-seeking.

The present Nvriter wvas broughit up
in a Mhethodist home, where the Sab-
bath wvas a sacred day. I said onie
day to my i-evered father, - Have you
read Beecher's last sermon in the
* Independent?'" "No, may son,"
was the reply, '*1 began it, but
thoughit it w-as not good Sunday
reading." This wvas an extreme
viewv, perhaps, but betteî- learn to
kzeep tlîan to break the Sabbath-
the bulwark of the Chi-istian faith,
thue great barrier to the tide of
woildliness which wvould drown out
the highest interests of mankind.

BROÂI) GAL'E PAPERS.
With ail the current bi-eadth of

liberality it is in the highest degree
important that the religious press,
,%vithout being narrow or sectarian,
shall he fî-ankly denominational. If
it i flot frankly- so, it is pî-etty apt
to be so anywvay and to sail under
false colours. It must have denom-
inational leanings 0f some sort-un-
less its editor belongs to no denom-
ination, in which case I doubt his
right ta pose as a religious teache-.
.Xlbere ai-e indeed certain papers,
especially certain Sunday-scbool
papeî-s, which ai-e built on the broad
gauge principle of being ai thiugs
to ail men. They have a col-
umin of religious teachings for Ep-
worth League, Christian Endeavour,
Blaptist Union, and Westminster
League; and if there be anything else
that is likely to bring grist to tbeir
mill, they will adopt that, too-tbere
is nothing narrow about them. But
intelligent Methodists, Jresbyterians,
Congî-egationalists, and Baptists de-
spise that kzind of thing, even thougli
it be a few cents cheaper, and main-
tain their own denominational litera-
ture.

There ai-e also religious saffron
joui-nais, which i-un the secular yel-
law prebb a close rua in. being sensa-
tional and up-to-date-or a little ahead.
Some of tliese make a specialty of
castigating the churdhes for their
many faults of omission and commis-
sion. One would inter from their
pages that the cbui-ches were thc
main support of the bar-rooms and
theatres and tobacco shops, from the
way they contrast the sums paid for
liquor and cigars and immoral pînys
compared wvitb the meagre amounts
paid for dhurches and missions-a
mere trifle of only about a billion dol-
lars a year. These papers are the
curse of so-calcd religious journal-
ism; tbey cultivate a spirit of wratb,
malice, and ail uncharitableness.
" The lie that is haif a truth is ever
the blackest of lies."

Thle chui-ches should stand for
something-for definite ideas and
positive convictions, for the principles
of righteousncss and truth, not foi' a
nebulous c]oud nor a dlot of jelly.
Their members should be able to give
a reason for the hope that is in tbem,
should undeî'stand the principles and
polity of thoir- own Church. It is
impossible to be an intelligent Meth-
odist, to be in touch Nvitlh the many-
sided opeî-ations of the Churchi, with
its manifold beneN.,lences, its far-

182


