
quGen seated together, sonietimes ne
qucen 0o1 his knee, auid usually accona-
panied by bis children, of whoi lie had
sevoiî daughlters but ne son. It is evident
the court lived very muchi withiîi itself
and tookc very little pa;rt iii the goverli-
ment of the land. The despatclîes frein
?hconicia andc Palestine, and espcîally
frei Jerusalein, reveal to us the fact tlîAt
ivhilst the kinîg wvas living his life of
pleasure the empire was falling into (le-
cay. Revoît and rebellion wvas the tenor
cf every letter froin bis consuls, and wvbat
his wvarrior father and the ighrty Thoth-
ines III. liad wort ivas fast being lost iii
the love-dreain of C ais boy-kiug. Many
of the tablets ahw% thiat the %vriters un-
derstood the state of affairs and hiardly
exî>ected any interference froin the in-
different reformer.

By eans of tie lîieratic wvritings (that,
iabridged hieroglyphics) 0o1 wine jars

receîîtly uneartlied, we learn that the
city was commencedl early iii the king's
reign, ivas *comipletcd iii the eighth year
of his reign, and that lie ruled therein
for the brief period of nine years. To
build a city like this in five or six years
implies rapid work and flot toc massive
material. The g.,reater part of the palaces,
temples and oth er impci-tant editicos are
simply built of bricks of Nile nîud faced
with plaster and painted. XVhon, there-
fore, at the deatlî of Khui-en--aton, NVlio
is supposed te have beeii înurdered, the
1)riestlioed wvas agaili victorieus over both
the lieretical religion and the Asiatic in-
fluences by wliiehi tlîe king hiad been sur-
rotîded, the overtlîrowv of tlîe city ivas

sudden aind complete ; how suddcîî and
complete is proved 1by the tablets.

The correspondence breaks off suddenly
withi a, half-told tale of disaster and dia-
maiy. The Asiatie Empire is falling te
pieces, its eneinies are enclosing it on
every side. The Hittites have robhed it
of its Northern provinces, the Abiri are
attacking it froni the East, and revoit is
shaking it froni withini. The few gev-
ernors ani vassals wlîo romain faithif n to
the Pliaraoh send nmore and more urgent
requests for instant aid: " If troops corne
this year," say a number of the tablets,
" there will remain both provinces and
grovernors to the king, îny lord ; but if
noc troops corne, neithier provinces nor
gtovernors ivilli reinaiti." But the king
lîad more than enougli to do figliting off
the poverful hierarchy of Thebes, and
no aiiswer was returnedi to tiieso pressing
appeals.

These lefters give us practically ail ive
know of the closingr centuries of the Ilt
dynasty. The Egyptian inscriptions lîad
already infornied us cf the conquests of
the Phiarohis froin the rei gn of Aahmes
to that of Thothines III. ; but for the
reigus of Anienophis III. and his son wve
had very littie information. 0f the events
that took place during this period aînong
the Syrian and Canaanite tributaries we
knoîv îothing,; we did not knowv eithier
the naine or the location of the heretical
capital of Khiu-en-aten, or even that such.
a capital liad existed ; the Tel-el-Amarna
tablets, therefore, crate a, iewv chapter,
interesting alike to the students of Egyp-
timn history and of Hebrew literature.

SOLACI,L

]IV .1'I PAIRINSON.

1 loiv sweet is the soothing %itli Jesus %ee Iind,
For sorrow-presscd spirit or care-laden mnîd;
1 leov pi-ecicus the peace J-lis redeemèd elles kîîow~,
Tlîoughi rounîd theni roiigli tides of adversity flow.

Te the timid anîd tremiibliîig( J-is tendler " MI's 1'
(4qives assurance cf safety, whiei peril is îîigli
On a sufferer's pillow tfie toeh cf Ris lîand(
Is gratefîmi as dewv iii a dry, desert lanti.

No grief-b)eîîdetl head but nîay bean on His îireast,
.No earth-w'eary heart ii [lis love b)ut muay lest,
Ho lîath solace for eatcl,-and( iii safety, at îast,
He ivili bring where ail trouble for aye shall ho past.
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