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the church. [n return for the kindness of
the natives, Elekana set to work to instruct
them in the knowledge of the true God.
After four months they allowed him to leave,
only on condition that he should go to Sa-
moa and return to them with a teacher. On
tiig wav thither FElekana stoppad at scme of
the other islands, an{ mule 8o good use of
his time that when the Samoan missionaries
were sent to them, they found the people
waiting to welcome them as if they alrealdy
knew the preciousness of the truth which
was brought to chem. When Mr. Davies
visited the group in 1873, he found the work
in an encouraging state on all the islands.
¢ Each island had its laws which were res-
pected and enforced. Each had its good
stone chapel and teacher's house, and the
services were well attended. Hundredscould
read the Scriptures with fluency, and the
progress made among these young Christian
comununities was a matter for wonder and
gratitude.”

Lovarty [sLavos.—The London Missionary
Chronicle for March contains a memorial of
the old Chief Hnaisiliae. The story illus-
trates the wonderfu! changes effected by
Christisnity in these islands. ¢ Hewas a man
of undaunted courage, of immense muscular
strength, generous almost to a fault, very
truthful, just to all, a friend of strangers (es-
pecially the white man), ani very fond of
children. Up to about thirty years of age
he was & savageand a cannibal, and knew no
better. During that time he practised poly-
gamy. Christianity was then introduced by
teachers of the London Missionary Societ,
from Eastern Polynesia. He was prevented
from openly espousing the cause of the
teachers by his father, but he helped them
all he could. When his father died he pub-
licly cast away his heathen practices, and all
his wives but one, and ambraced Christianity.
From that time to his death he was faithful
to his profession, and may be truly said to be
the founder and constant supporter of Chris-
tianity on Maré. Such a man at the head of
affairs proved a great help in evangelizing
the islands. He was constant in his attend
ance on the means of graoce, liberal in giving,
and faithful in exhorting others. When first
taken sick, he was asked if he thought he
should recover. He replied, “ I don’t know.
It is with God. I leave myself, body and
soul, in the Lord’s hands.” When near his
end he said, ‘I shall die at cock-crowing.
Give my love to the missionary; tell him I
am going to tha. place where both he and I
have fixed our foundation. You cannot con-
ceive how much [ suffer; but the Lord helps
me to bear it Aund so with words of ardmo-
nition and cheer the old chief fell asleep in
Jesus.”

Tae New Henr pgs. This group lies about

1000 milea due north of New Zea'and, about
midway between New Caleldonia and the Nol-
omon [slands. There are about forty isiands,
of which thirty are inhabited. The total
population is about 0000, but decreaving
rapidly. Aneityum. {for exainple.is supposed
at one time to have hal ten or twelve thou-
sand inhabitants; in 1553 it had only 3,500
twenty years .ater the populauion was re-
duced to 1,279, In greater or less degree, a
like process of deeny is depipulating the
whole of the South S a lslands The reasons
assigned for this melancholy state of matters
are war, infanticide, measles and other epi-
demics, drink, and the nefarious * Labour
Tratlic.” The first ray of Christian light that
penetrated these dark and detrwed abodes
of heathenism seew . to bave come through
the instrumentaiity of a ~9up.0 ot Samoan
teachers who were ieft on the islan 1 of Tanna
by John Williams. the day before his death,
in 1839,  The honour of establishing an or-
ganizad missior was reserved for the Synod of
the Presbvterian Church of Nova Scotia, who
in 1846 appointed the Rev. John Geddie of
Cavendish, P. E. Island, as their tivat missjon-
ary to the New Hebrides. Mr. (ieddie anu
his wife, with Mr. and Mre. Archibald, com-
menced their labours on the island ¢ Aneit-
yum in 1343, Mr. Archibald remainea but a
few months. Mr. and Mra. Geddis were left
alone for three years to endure great hard-
ships, and were often in peril of their lives.
But their taith and perseverance overcame
every obstacle. In 1852 the Rev. John Inglis,
of the Reformed Presbyteriz:n Church of Scot-
land, joined the missien on Aneitynm. ihs
arrival was opportune, just as tue tuie was
about to turn. The whole population soon
afterwards abandoned heatheniam,—and,
meanwhile, other islands were being pre-
pared fo1 the reception of the Gospel,
Churches were built and schools established.
Portions of the Scriptures were translated,
and printed by the natives in their own lan-
guage. TLe New Testamnent was completed
in 1859, and the whole Bible was given to the
Aneityumese in their own lauguage in 1377,
Dr. Geddie retired from the field in 1371, and
died at Geelong in the following year. His
colleague, Mr. Inclis, retired in 1377. The
testimouny of all who have visited the scenes
of their labours is that the savages of Aneit-
yum have been transformed into a quiet, in-
offensive people, keeping up a consistent
profeasion of faith. A brief historical sketch
of the New Hebrides Mission is given in the
Racorp for 1378, page 270. A complete and
interesting account of the work is to be found
in the volume recently published by Rev. Dr.
Steel of Sydney—¥ The New Hebrides and
Christiam Missions,”" from which we take the,
following statistics : — European missionaries-
11; native teachers, N9; stations and out-



