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discover that during twelve months, we have
made no progress in the Divine life?

Do yuu, my reader, ever mathe this periodical
investigation into the state of your soul's uc-
count with Hesvea? If you do not, be con-
cerued, 1 bescech you, test you become bank-
rupt before God! When the merchant has an
inward couscivusness that he is going back
the world—that 1t is all loss and wo profit in
his busivess—he shrinks from aa insestigation
of his ledger, lest at sbould too certainly re-
veal to him the dreuded troth

Better to pause n tite, and ponder, and tu-
vestigate, and rlace thyselfy my brother, under
Diviue gaidance, lest, when 1t 13 tov late, 2 bal-
ance be found struck agtinst thee in the book
of God's remembrance. At this year's cnd let
these be in every bome and in every conscience
a careful rechoning, so as to determine, if pos-
sible, what is the result—what the ingathering
which arises from the provideuces and privileges
of the past.

Tusuv, The ingathering at the year's end im-
plies rugviots vapotn. The ingatbering of
harvest jmphes the seattering o sced-thae.
Had the Joew of old merely gazed in listless
admiration ou the sctting san and the falling
shower without tilling the soil or sovang the
precious seud; would 1t not hate been a fuol's

expectation for hit 10 luok fur the ingahering |

at the year's end 7 Svu it it in the spiritual
world.  There must be no idle recunbenes on
the gooduess of God, We must sow if we
would reap.  Theremust be tod, and strug e,
aud sacrifice, with earniest praver and humble
dependeace on the Gad of all geace, if we would
have the spiritual increase: ¢ Whatsvever a
man soweth, that shall bie also reap.”

What ground hate you, my reader, to fovk
for such an ingathering 7 What seed bave yjou
been sewang 7 What ulling of the soil of the
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labonrs. O what a glorious ingathering shall
there be when all the runzomal of the Lord
shall ect and mingle at the world's harvest-
home! Meanwhile we must Jubour and pray
for the smaller local iugnthering at the year's
end, as the prefude and carnest of thiat univer-
sal ingathering when God shall bring His sons
frotn afur and His daughiers trom the ends of
the earth,

Fointu. A rood inguthering s grovnd for
GRATITCDE AND Jov. There was not only an
ingathering but o feast at the years end, It
was 2 season of much comturt and satistaction.
The barns were tilled with plesty, and the
presses burst forth with new wine.—We notice
thiree fentures of these Jewish feasts suggestive
of instruction to us.

Juy, exubierant aud enthusiastic, was a prom-
inent feature in the demonstration.  * Thou
s shalt sjuice in thy feust,” was the Divine in-
junction, and most carnestly was it obeyed.
[t lasted for seven days, and the last day was
the greatest. Un this day the white-robed
priest pourcd water on the altar, and the peo-
ple shouted for joy. S intense was the festne
eladness that it bas been said, “ He who never
faaw the rejoicing of the drawing of water on
ke last day of the feast never saw rejoicing
‘atall.’

And shall not we, too, rejoice before God
“with all the juy of harvesy, sf a the clase of
canother year we have sume toheas from God
CHimecelf thiat Jie hias greatly blessed onr gwn
_souls, aud establisbicd the work of vur hands!?
{  Furour-secking from the rualers of the land

was another accompaniment of the Feast of -
gathiering. The sabject was free 1o ask some

special boon fram the sovercign, as when Estler
made her petition <o die haog, aund 1t was
granted, cven to half the hingdon,

© Aud why should not we imitate the spiris, if

heart—what prupisg of the excsescences of ! not the Jetter, of this ancient custoan 7 Why
folly and sin—what works of fasth and labours ' net go at this years end with some urgent
of lyve—have engaged your altentioz during ' andspecial petition to the Kingof Kings?  Far
the year?  There is the 2ood sced of the Word, | thysclf, my brother—or for tiny houschold—or
which has been liberally scattered,; as God has! for thy minister—or for the Church of Christ—
cnablcd His servants.  Somc of this has fallen | improve the present season—prefer thy specual
by the wayside, and some on stony gro\md.‘

request, and thou shalt not be sent coipty away.
low much vn good ground?  Cantheincrease’|  Lhunkeoffering to the Lord was another pe-
Le cstitnated at tlarty, or sixty, or a hundred ! culiarity of this festive season. Al the Divine
fold? What harvest of souls appears as the ' injunctions for the regulation of the Jewish so-
fruit of your labours or wminr—as the fruit of | lemnitics were concluded withiie words, « And
all the evangelistic Iabours of the Presbyicrian I they shall not appear before the Lord cmyay.
Church, in its ministry and it8 membership, | ¢ Every man shall give as he is able, according
during the twelve months now so near a close 7| to the blessing of the Lord thy God, which He

There s the good sced of relizious draining | hath given thee.”

among t5¢ young, This seed is now scattered | And what beticr demonstration can we give
more profusely than half a century age.  The | of our gratitude than 1o come into Gud's house,
virgin soil is culiivated with nlore assiduity {and bring an offering at our feast in the year's
and skill. “Train up a c4ild in the way in,end? I these is amangst us any true geatitude
which hic should ge,” is an ijunction now ' for hlessings, personal or public, to familics or
more generally attended 10 than it wac a gene- ' 10 churches during the vear, let it be cxpressod
ration since. The Christian hustandman is'hy some special thank-offering to the Redeetn-
now sowing hesude all waters, and susely soie fer's cause.  The clauns of Christ are not foss

will prosper, cither this or that.

There s the seed of Christica heacficence.
Do good to all men, as ¥c have opportunity,”

is part of the lax of Christ; and, in obcyiag,

this law, We are seattering seed which wall one
dax xirld an abundant ingathering.

pressing or jparamount now than were the
claims of Isracl & God under the old cconomy.
The cammand is not lest binding naw, to
* honour the Lord with our suhstance, and with
the Srst-frusts of alf our increasc.” The spirit
of the command 15 greatly ealarged and libe-

Have you icen sowing any of this good seed, { ralized. We are not new assessed, and tied
my Christian brother? If so, be assured God | down to particular offerings, or a parliculas
will give the inerease.  We may nat see it ali |, per centage of income for religious purposes.
at onice, but we have laboured, and 12 shall not , but it is sawd, * Every man, as &¢ 12 able, so let
Le in vain. Netlang doue for Christ is lost, him give.” Mork is required, and more, not
Not the widew's mite, nat the Hibic Jesson, not i less is oxpecied of us than of the Jews, and
the simple fervent prayer, not the word in zca-, shall we abuge our liberty by laving less upon
son o the aged ar the voung, shall fail of same ) God's altar?  Shall we hold more than is meet,
good resnll. Wesoe it nnat nosw perkaps, bat i becauze the appeat is now made, not to the
let us wait far the appninted weeks of harvest, . letter of the Jaw but to a large, losing and
and cry for the farmer and latter fain. Souls eneerfel heart?  Stinted and stipulated contri-
will be faved, and set as prizcless gems in u,cihuuo:u. of so ™ueh or so litle cach month,
Tedeemetr's diadem, and you and | way yot seeqand Just as much of as little 28 a naghbour
in somc of these traphics the fruit of onr own | ay give, without respect to compasative abit-

ity, i3 onc of the defects of our Chiristinn be-
ucrolence. Stated nud  stereotlyped  giving,
without reference to increase or decrease of
means, has long been, and still is, one cuuse of
much shortcomnng in the charstable and reli-
gious coutributions of Gud's peuple.

Let the dull level monotony of our usunl
routine be brogen, and Jet the tenaisation of |
s year and the coming dawn of anotber be
stignaliced by somse geneross and free-tearted
thauk-otlering to one of the chartable or reli-
givus wstitutions ot the Church—tu her mis-
>tuns, of 0 such an eacellent scheme as that
tor thie * support of winisters meapicitated tor
oflicial duty Ly disense or vtheewise.' Thus
will our Church strihe her rovts deeper than
ever into our svil, secure the increased atlection
and contidence of many who have speat thesr
best days in her service, draw down the Lles-
sing from Heaven, and wark by a noble act of
Clirstinn duty *the feast of the ingathering
at the yeur's ead.”

THE SUPPORT OF TilE MINISTRY.

We had proposed preparing an anicle
an the suppart of the Mimstry, which, as
fayarsn waters 1 a lay Jownal, we coull
most fitungly ami suparbally do, when our
attention was direaied to tae Clisuing torci-
vie mucle, which we exiraet from the
“ Presbiytenan Magazine,” Phitadelphia, an
able and vaiuable pertodical. We had
thougint of suggesting the appontiment of
a Svaedical Commitee on \siauon, to
procecd gradually through the fremds ot
tiwe Chwgechry but the piaa adopted i New
Jersoy, Ul S, is peshaps & more pracuical
ane, theugh one or two clders and punis-
ters maght weil Le asseriated drom another
preshytery wath that acting withm its own
bounds on such an accasion,  We hope
that at the next mecung of Synod some
such plan will be adopted.  Mleanwhile
we ask our readers to give the anicie in
question a candid perusal. - .

Vaniots Synods and othier Judicatories of
the Yresbytcsinn Church have tahen action
Iately on the supporiof the Chnstian mimstry.
The action of the Synod of New Jersey scems
tu us 10 be as cffectual a way of promouing the
oliject as any that we have scen :—

“ Resolred, That, in vicw of the inadequale
support of many of the ministers within our
bounds, thiz Syned chjein it upon the Presbyier-
ics 1o take order directing thair scssions toin-
quire whether the minisicrs of their churches
reccive a suflicicnt temporal maintenance, and
to teport to this Syuod at its aext wecting what
they have done, togethicr with the resultof their
inequirics.” . L. .

The cfiicieney of this action, in promoting the
object in view, consists in thcse pasiiculars i—

First, The authonty of the higher Judicatory
is brought to bear upon the question. The
Preshyteries, whose organization is confincd
to a small district, often shrink from the full
discharge of their duty in segarnd to the salavies
of pasiors withia their bounds.  The injunction
of the Srnod renders the iuvestigation of the

‘iect ymperative.  No Ume of false delicacy
wal be accepled in justification of its uegleet.

Secondly. The »’eeshyteries are the proper
bodies to urge upon the Churches the mainte-
nanceof the winigiry.  The Sessions are under
their direct supervision, and can be used to
gieat adeantage in insituling inquaf‘.u of this
sort.  Although the temporal aflairs of the
Churches are under thie carc of the trustieces



