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more tlîaî six inefrecîna.l attciiipts to clutch the cup, and
sjrîgont of uiamni111a's lai), and break lier precious little.

licek,) wbeiln anina hatni o notice thec dock, andl
to sec that the lime for the childrenl t start for bchool
%Vas a1 scant quarter of an hiour distant 1.so she %Iiouted.

Il Berthxa
Tlhere %vis no response; su she called.
l' rcddie "'

Then 4he relleated ceh naule two or thrc uni
itartliîîg baby% each lime into %vondernient: and a gencral
dtriyi.liigi' of mil out of the corners of lier pretty littde
iotili.

l'il finît *en for von, iiciii,".-said Bridgct, strring Up
fromi tic table.

1,h1, thiluk you ' s;aid maînna. continuing, as tie
ulomestie disappeared : lYon'rc a real conmfort, thongh

s;onîetimiCs; YOU' provoke Uice teniper of a job.,.
Within tihe minutes liridget reînirned i h B3erthia,

wîoni she haid fonnid hamncring the p)iano.
Are voit rcady for bclîool, ni), child ? And where i>

yolir brothler ?",
I don 't kuiov."
Find imi at once. Both of you get rcad), and coic

and show vonrsclves tu nie before yon start."
Bertlha disappearcd, and five minutes later Fred

bouned into the diiig-roonî wviîl
Maniiiia, have you bail ny spehing-book ?

WVliat slîould 1 wvant of yonir spelling.book, niy boy ?"
Fred looked rallier slieepislî, but said lie wvislied lic

kniewv Nlio liad taken il.
" Where did yoni purit ilien voit came hionme yester-

day ?*" asked nianinia.
Nowhlere.*'
%Vlîcre have von looked for il ?"
EverywlIerc.ý_
%Vlîere are votir otlier books?
1 dolît kuiowv.."
l)id yoti bring, tlîen honie froîîî school ?
Certaitîly I a1 lo no, 1 didn't eithier."
Now, Il îrry oii votir cap and overcoat and couic

back to nue.*
,;haine imîîpartcd haste to Fred ; lie îw's lrick wihii

Iive imîniite,, lîrinigiîg Bertha widî inii.
Nowî kis-; w, good bye,"' said Fred, liittinc, nanima*s,

face ail at once with bis forchcaid, nose andl clîin.
Istol) a niioiiient," 'aid nmanîma. Il Tlîcrc's, a bntton

abiout to dropî froîîî vour overcoat. Rtîni upstairs and get
nie niv work basket, quick. Oh, Bertha, the tocs of
Vonir sliocs are aluîiost white ,go gel nie Uic boule of
i)Olishi.*

ivlile ianinia iiad been talkin, pich jefful liail been
sjiriniging and lîonncing and cliuibing about aI a1 grei
rite, lit tie absenice of the atlier clîildren gave uihe
yonntgest an opportunity to appease bier htinger, and even
ta gîve a caress or two ta uamia %w1o was too lnervonis
to îîotire tliî. Thien Fred rctnirned with tlie work-
bîasket andî< HehŽra witil Uic polisli, and bofli Uirusî tlieir
burdens intil uîauiia\ii- face, aîîd tlîc hmnton wais sewved
MIi without ninel i ssiý.tauîicc fran Uic baby liands Uiat

ugdat the mîaternail lect-c. and Bertha blackced the
Iller of lier Slîc and Uic lip: of lier inigerb, ea Uîaî bile
Ilad t(i seck a basini of wvaier ; andI Fred, withouît sayiug

anlytiui abolit il, linirricd off to scilîoal Mlne, for fear of
being laie and ,Cttii,-, aî nîark againsi lîiiiî, anîd lic left
tlie front dloor open ; anid Bertha. while searching for

liuî liapilei tu look ont thîe lotir, and sýa% inii a
s'awr an a o' slic rcttincd tu ianiua 10 conîplain

aîid have a good cry. :nd nîaniuîia nnsyîîipaîlîetically
ui<iliiei lier eyes. and staricd lier aftcr hini, lifter whicli
shîe ctudî(lcd tlic baby- vcry close, and sai for sonie

monments witlî lier eyes slînt, trying to calleci lier tliouglits,
but1 not suncceding jîarîicnlarly, well.

0f onc thiing she walS ver)' certain :if she dîd not it
once waslî and dres> lier baby, slie Wvotill lie late witli
lier marketing, which iî îaîîî a laie diinner, wvhich paîpit
nlîo pifcrred dinîter ail i:îîîday, conld not enîdure, tar
lie lîad none tuo îînclutne .ît nomi. Su sue look 'l'lie
jefful upstairs into lier tieat, warîin, liglît, sninny rooni,
anI îulaced a, basini of %varnii watcr on tlie table, aîîd %vmtl
ilt ile soalp, and sponge, and Ipoder, and towels, and
tiajkins, anti conib and i brush, anti laid ecati cloting
upon a chair, wvithiîî easy reach, and 'lle Jefftil slîrieked
wvith deliglît as eaclî article %vas llced, foir to be wvaslied
and dresseil seei to, deliglît lier aliîîost as îîincli as t0
eat. WVlî.î an e.\citeient slîe broke tb as niaîinnîa re-
nîoved hcr niglît clothing !Slîc franticallv gripped the
insidet, of lier sIecýus, as the litie niglîugown wvas beîug
taken oiff> slîe tried tu unbntton lier own slioes, and
%%lien inaninia gave ber one of tlîe slioes tu pacîfy lier.
slîe suckcd eu.sîatically i Uic toc of it. Shîe pinclicd lier
little stockings n hUi lier wcc tocs, and Uicn ktcked hin
vigorausly , slîe %wiggled azid twisted ail sorts of %vays as
lier little Shirt Nvas beinig reinoveti, andl Nyben, fîîîally, thiaï
sinal garuieni: was drawtîi entirely off froîî tlîe litîl'e.ed
il had obscured for a miomnict, and niatinia said, Il l>ep
bo !" 'lli jefful bnrbt into, a îîîerry, nîclodiotîs peal of
lanighter ihat broke înaninia's tircd face int cotnUess
siies, andi made lier ai linindrcd limes lovelier 10 bhiuld
than tbe bantisome girl ber hushandt bail unarrid tl
v'ears before.

Andi the bath -oh! First l1'lie Jefful's face anti liead
wcrc wvaslied, whiclî slîe titi not particulai'ly enjoy, for

wvaîer got in to lier eycs, and maiama firnily refuscd ta allas
lier tu suck tie sponge, tiioug,,h tic bahîy fotiglîIt liard for
il. But wbcn the Uitile face wças wilied dry, andi as îwuch
of tic reniinider of 'l'lic jefful as tic basin conlî
:îccotîimodatc %vas placcd iliercin-oli, liss, bhiss, bliss!
Slie kickcd, and sqîîealedl, and patidled, and crovcd, aîid
wiggled, aud extulîtid in ail tlie launages she knew, and
twistcd, anti grasîîed the rini of thie basin, and triedtu 1
drink, andi ttiiietiu forwarti, andi ligan t'î cr>', but
clianged tu a lanigli, and grinne il u uanînia, and turnd
lier lîcati tu sec if anvone cisc ivas cnjaying Uie fini ; anti
tien slîe dii il aIll over .îgain, v-arying tlîc order of
exercitses soie'labut noa oniiîîing a single niilîer of
tlie lrograuîuîic. Once, indcdt, slic wenî int ,,tcli ant
ccstasy tha. she bail to tlirowv lier bcati hiack ta o rs
it ail tiîmaiiiab liant was bcliiund liur, but tic little back
%%ab suo slilil)cry witlî water, anl 'lle Jefftil twtclictl su

toivnlsh'cl), iliat Iacksard slie ment, slipping, abolit ni
tle %water until lier feet anti liamitis aiid lîcat andi a

friglitcncd liovl ail went tup itit tle air i tlie sanie lime.
1Bult iiaînniia rescuti bler andi listened iii lier friudîhtcncd

cNîl.natotsandi reassireti lier, so îlîat .îck slîe 'vent
.ug.iîi, tuntil mnanlima svas airaid bu leavc lier iii tlie %ater
an>' longer. 'H'ien she %va., laidt)impoli a dry warnî to'vel
ini 11ianîuiia's Lap, anti aioîler -. %aN pla':ed over lier, andi
she 'vas, gcntly p)rcese and rublîc titil quite dry. ..nd
thien slîe wvas jîowdelred .after wliicb iiaiuia kisseti lier
su tlioronighilý-ilit :Ile loketi like a :tattue that hl) îîeen
îîcltcd with roses whicli liati forgouien tu t-ike tlietr tîtîts
uj\i tlieni as tlîey droppuictu ay. Thlîn :lie %vas tiresseti.
iliongli nol witlîunt constîlerable i emonstrance .;anti lier
flossv liair was lîrîslict inito a genieral fui,., of titi>' curîs,
andi blie drop 1îcd a little sigh anti suti(eti quntiîl int
nianiînia's amnis, andî vithîin live iiiimntes bile sas fast

gemîtie asîîhrat ions andi l)icate îîerfniîie. ani nîaninim
pronouniceti lier:elf thie lîappest s oltiali iliai liat ever
lived, anti wvondered wh1aî SIte hall feh. hiad abmlit iliat
îinmriitig, %vîteni suti(eil> dit: liateful litle clock struck
liaif-past iiiinc. atid tlîc noon.tiav roist 'vas stiîl il tlîc

Mainiia nuade haste tu don cloak aîîd liai and ti art tu
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