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It remainsto bo seenif Parliament will pan-
der to his epicurcan tastes ir legislation,

It is to Lo regretted that the C.P.R.
Goneral Mauager should set his face so
firmly against the arrangements made for
inspection at Winuipeg, as their work-
ings cannot in ary way injure the inter-
ests of the G.P.R,, but on thecontrary
will bo an advantage to the Company.
Until the inspection act is ameaded there
is an insuperable banier to inspection of
bard wheat anywhere outside of Manito-
ba, and thosooner Mr. Van Horne realizes
and acts.upon this fact, the sooner will
the difliculties of his company cease. The
Winnipeg Board of Trade tonsulted the
C.P.R. Superintendent before attewpting
to perfect their arrangements thus showing
their anxiety to avoid inconvenience to the
compaayasmuch aspossible. Although their
overtures were not taken advantage of,
thereis nodoubt but the Boardare still wil-
ling toact in the same spirit, and about the
best course the C.P.R. managers could
adopt, would be to apply to the Board,
and through its prerogatives have matters
so arranged for this season, that their
inspection difficulties can be overcome.
Where there is a will there is a way, and
with the C.P.R. managers and the Board
both willing and anxious to make inter-
ests mutual, there are no difliculties
about inspection that connot be arranged
to the satisfaction of all concerned.

THE SICK LUMBER TRADE.

There is such a thing as being killed
bykindnessand pampering and whendeath
is evaded, dangerous sickness may result
from similar treatw:ent. This theory
applies to an industry just as much as an
mdividual, and we have a notable
instance of this in the present stute of
the lumber trade of the Northwest. No
business tn this country has been more
pampered and prote “ed than lumber, and
to-day it is in & more demoralized state
than any other branch of commerce.

In the first place pampering commenc-
es in the lumber Lusiness, when the Do-
minion Government grants timber per-
mits, or leases. These are in almost
every case granted not to men anxious to
davelop the lumber resources of the coun-
try, but to political blowers and strikers
and their relations and freinds, Tet a
legitimate lumber manufacturer without
any political influence (that is to say if
such a specimmen of humanity exists in
Canada), npply for ore of these timber

limits, and he will soon find out how
foolish it is for him to make his applica-
tion. What he asks for he will soon
find out is reserved as o reward for some
political trickster, or some friend of an
Ottawa officin}, and when cither one or
tho other of theimn secure it, the terms are
of such a character, that the Dominion
Treasury is never much benefited by the
transaction. Even the settler on the
pravie may suffer for want of fuel in sight
of the timber limit thus granted to a po-
litical barnacle, who may never take the
trouble to visit the locality in which it
is situated.

Huving been thus pampered from the
first, the lumber interest cannot survive
without a continuation of the treatment.
The manufacturer, it seems, is not able to
compete with his United States ccaxpeti-
tor, even when his timber costs him noth-
ing to commence with, aud a protective
duty is resorted to to bolster him up.
Besides having the advantage of timber
free of cost, our lumber manufacturers
ave so far distant from Jumber warkets of
the United States, that freights arve to
them equal to another protective taritf
and still the trade canuot prosper. To-
day lumbermen in Manitoba will admit,
that not one institution in their line has
been paying for the psst year, and the
ottlook does not give prowmise of their
paying during the coming year. At
present banks have more money locked
up in lumbering coucerns in Manitoba,
than would be sulicient to meet half of
the discount wants of the mercantile com-
wunity in the city of Winnipeg, und as
matters look at present, they have made
in this respect a number of permanent
investments. But with all this financial
and legislative bolstering, the lumber
trade continues in a very weak condition,
and has been in the same now for nearly
two years. Other branches of trade have
had their time of trouble, but wany of
them have now completely recovered, and
with the exception of the lumber Lasiness,
there are none that do not give signs of
early convalescence. Trulythe lumber trade
of the Northwest furnishes & notable in-
stance of how pampering has permanently
crippled, if it has not <rushed an indus-
try, which if left to fight its way in a
field of open competition, would soon
recover and regain vitality. At present
those engaged in it have been accustomed
to rest upon artificial props, and 1o soon-
er do they discover the rottenness of one,

than they look around for another to rest
upon. Yot this country furnishes an
uver widening field for the trade to devel-
op in, and one in which any unbolstered
industry could not fail to Le blessed with
prosperity.

FREIGHT COMPETITION.

The aunouncement made by the St.P.-
M. & M. Railway Company, to the eftect

that freight rates between St. Paul and
this city will be the same during w inter
as they were last spring, and that we are
not going to have the extortionate rates
of last winter, must have given general
satisfaction to the mercantile community
of Mauitoba. Merchants here know how
burdensome freights between the two
cities have been in past years, and how
in some classes of heavy goods they com-
pelled cousumers here to pay prices for
goods unheard of in almost any other
portion of this continent. When we hear
of this reduction in freights, we must not
conclude that the managers of that road
have been seized witaa fit of philantrophy
aud commiseration for the poor oppressed
Canucks of Manitoba. We must rather
accept the nutice of reduced freights as a
result of the presence of competition, and
not merely of immediate competition, but
of what is shadowed for the near future,
Railways are not guilty of philantrophy,
and past experience has shown, that the
St.P.M.&EDML is not a generous exception,
It is now almost a certainty that the
C.P.R. line north of Lake Superior will
be finished before the close of lake naviga-
tion next year, and the St.P.M&M.
managers are only taking time a little by
the forelook, in thus trying to hold friend-
ly relations with the Manitobians. An-
other reason for this reduction of freights
isto be found in the fact, that other
wealthy railway corporations in the
United States are heading for the prairie
province, with the very reasonable hope,
that the days of the C.P.R. monopoly are
pretty nearly at an end. Competition
from such a source is most to be dreaded
by the St.P.M.&M., and most to be wished
by people here. Let them all come we
say. 'There has heen enough of suffering
here from extoriionate frieght rates, and
competition is what we want to cure the
evil.  With three or fonr different routes
"2 the cast smashing into each other, the
people of Manitoba bave a chance topick
up some of the pieces.



