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It remlaitet bo sec" if Pariamentwiii pani.
dcer te Iris apicureari tastes jr legisiatiori.

It ie tu bc re-grott-d tîrat tIre O.P.R.
General Manager arhould set Iisi face se
firmly against tire arrangements made for
inspection at Wininipeg, as their work-
urge cannot in ary) wvay inijure tire inter-
ests cf the C.P.R., but on tirecontrary
will bo un advntage te the Comrpany.
Unitil tIre inspection net ia ainerdad tîrere
is an insuperabie bariier te inspection cf
hard whrcat arrywhere cutsido cf Mainto
ba, aird tIre sorer MIr. Vain Horne realizes
and acts upon ' ins fact, tire soorrer wil
tihe difliculties cf Iris comnpaî?y cease. T[ire
WVinnipeg Board of Trade consulted tire
C.P.R. Superintenderit before attermptirrg
te peret tiroir arranrgemennts tius slîowing
tIroir arrxiery te aveid inconvenience te tire
cmpa.ryas ruuch aspossible. Althougir tieir
evertures %werc net, taken advantago of,
tiiere is rie doubt bu t tic Board are still wii-
linrg te act in tire saine spirit, anrd about tire
best course tire C.P.R. managers couid
adopt, wouid bu te apply te the Board,
and thrrougi its prerogatives have mattars
se arrarrged fer tis seasoir, tîrat tîreir
inspection difliculties caib hovercoine.
Wlîere tîrere is a wiIl thore is a rvay, and
wvitli tIre C.P.R. managers aird the B3oard
boti wviliii aid auxieu. te mnake inter-
ests inutuai, tirere are ne difiienîties
about inspection tirat conîrot hc arrangeai
te tire satisfaction of ail concerrred.

THE SICK LUMBER TRADE.
Tîrr is such a tiiing as being killed

bykindnessand pamnperimîg and wlhendeatii
is evaded, dangerous sieknese mnay resuit
frein sinflar treatirent. This theory
appiies te an inrdustry juet as niucli as au
t-rdividual, aird we have a notable
;istancq cf this in the preserît state cf
the lunîber trade of tire Nerthwest. Ne
business un this; country lias been more
paînpered and proe * ed tîran lun'ber , and
te-day it is inr a more denreralized state
than any ather brancir cf commnerce.

la tire first place pamperirîg conr'menc-
as in the lunîber business, wvhen tire Do-
mirnion Governient grants timber per-
mite, or icases. Threse are in ahn-ost
every case granted met te mna anxieus te
deveiep the luraber reseurces cf tire ceun-
try, but te pelitical bicovers and strikcrs
and tireir relations and freinds. Lot a
legiTimate luinher manufacturer without
anvy political influence <thrat is te say if
scii a speciracrr cf lnrrarnity cxists in

Canada), .rpply for co of theso timiber

linlits, and lie wvilI soon find eut hcwN
foolishi it is for Miin te inake hlis applica.
tien. What lie asks for hoe wvil scon
f inic eut is reserved as a rewvard for seule
politicai trickser, or sontie fricnd cf an
OttaNva ofliciai, and wliîen cither oe or'
the otiier (if tireua secure it, the teris are
of sticli a character, tint, tho Domrinion
Traasury ie never inucli benef'rted by tire
transaction. Even the settier coi the
prarie inay s'.ffer for wvant cf fuel in sight
cf thu timlher liirnit thus granted to a po.
litical barnacie, wvho rnay nover take tire
trouble te visit the locality iii whicii it
[s situatad.

11aviirg becîr thus painpred frein the
first, the lumnber interest cannet survive
witlrout a continuation cf tire treatnierit.
The manufacturer, it see, is net able to
comnpete witir Iris United States c.',IIpeti.
toi-, aven when his timiber costs Mrin noth-
in te commence witiî, aula a pretective
cluty is reserted to te boister irni up.
Besides iravirrg the advalitage cf tiirnber
free cf cost, our luniber inanufacturers
are se far distant fre ininber mnarkets cf
tire United States, tliat freights are te
thein equal te arotiier protective tarifi;'
and stili thre trade caimet prosper. To-
day lunîberiuen ii ?îManitoba %vill admnit,
that net; one institution ini tîrir Elne lias
bein paying for tire past year, and the
ortloek doas net give promise cf their
payiiig uIiuringý the coingii ycar. At
present baiks have niore mnonay loch-cd
up in lumibering ccncerns in 'Manitoba,
thanl would bc sirflicient te nect haif cf
the discount wvants cf thre mercantile cein-
mnunity in thre city cf WVinniipeg,, and as%
nratters iook at presen)t, tliey have muade
iii this respect a nuniber cf permanent
ilivestrulents. But wvith ail thIs firranicial
and legisiative boistering,,, the lumber
trade continuas iu a very wveak condition,
and lias been iii the saine nov for nearly
tve years. Otirer brancheas cf trade ]lave
liad their tinie cf trouble, but nîany of
tireu have nowv cemipieteiy recevere(i, aird
%vitlr tire exception G! the luier business,
tirere are noune tirat de net give si-ns cf
eariy con valescence. Truly tire lunber trade
cf tire Nortiiwest furnishes a notable iii-
stance cf howv patrrpering- lias permarrently
crippled, if it lias net irruslied an indus-
try, wiiichi if left te fight its wvay iii a
field of open conîpetitioni, Nwouid seon
recever and regain vitaiit.y. At prescrit
those engagea in it ]lave been accustorncd
te rest uperi artificiaI prcps, and re soon-
er do tlîey dizcoer the rettennuessý of one,

than they look around for ariotiier to rest
upon. Yet this country furniishie8 an
ever wviderîiîg f ield for tire trade te devol-
op in, aird one iii whicir arry unbolstered
iiidustry coirld net fail to be blcsscd with
prosperity.

FREIGHT COMPETITION.
Tire aitnouncemerît mnade by tire St.P.-

.& M. Railway Comnpany, te the efliect
that freighit rates bebween St. Paul and
this city Nvill bc the saine during m inter
as ticy were Iast sprrng, and that we arc
net going to )lave the extortionato rates
of iast wirster, niust have given general
satisfaction to the mercantile cominunity
cf Manritoba. Merchants here knew how
burdensomae freiglits betwveen the two
cities have been in past years, and how
in sonme classes of ireavy geods tiîey cour.
pelled cousurîrors hero to pay prices for
goods unlîcard of in alinost auy ether
portion of this continent. WhVlen we lîcar
of this reductron iii freiglits, we mnust not
coîrciude tlat tha managers of that road
have been seized wita a fit of philantrcphy
anrd commiiseration for tire poor oppressed
Canucks of 'Manitoba. We musat rather
accept the notice cf reduced freighits as a
resuit cf thre presence of corupetiticîr, ana
net îîîereiy cf iirînnediate comipetition, but
cf wlrat is siradowed for the near future.
Raiiwvays are net guilty of phiiantrophy,
and past experierîce bas showvr, that the
St.P.21.&M. is net a rencerous exception.
It is niow alinost a certainty tirat the
C.IP.1. liina liortir cf Lake Superior wifl
L'e finishied before tihe close cf lake navig,%.
tien rîcxt year, and tire S...
managers are oiily taking tille a little by
the forelook, in thus trying te, hoid friend-
]y relations witiî the Manitobians. An-
other reason for this reduction cf freights
is to ba fcund iii the fact, that otier
weaithy railwvay corporations iii the
United S.ate-s are hecading for the prairie
province, wvith tire very reasonable hope,
that the days cf thre C.R.R. mnioepoly are
prctty neariy at an end. Coinpetition
frein -iricl a source is most te be dreaded
by the S...'.,and niest, to be wvished
by people liere. 1,et thein ail cerne we
say. Tier2 lias "ean encugli cf suffering
here froiri extorLienate frieghit rates, and
cempaetitieoî is wvhat wve wvant te cure the
uvii. \Vitli thr2e or foulr different; routes
im thie east snrashin- into, adi other, the

people of Manitoba have a chance te pick
up seille ci thre pieces.


