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ROCIC ME 10 SLRED.

Backwarg,turn backward,0 Timo, in your flight ;
Mako mo a child agaln, Just for to-night !
Mother, como back from tho echoles3 shore ;
‘I'nko mo agatn toyour heart as of yore—

Kiss from jny forehead the furrowsaf care,
Smooth the fow sllyer threadsg out cf my hatr,
Ovor my stumborsyour loving watch keop—
Rock mo to sleop, mother—rock me to sieep !

Backward, low backward 0 tide of the years,
I am 80 weary of toll and of tears—

Toll without recomponsc, toars all 1o vain— .
Tulko thom and give me my childhood agaln !
1 havo grown weary of dust and deeny—
Weary of flinging my soul weaith away,
\Veary of sowing for others to reap—

Iock e to sloep, mothor—rock me to eleep,

Tired of tho hotlow, the base, the untrue,
Mother, O mother, my hoart calls for you,
Many o summer the grass has grown green,
Rlossomed, and faded--our taces berweon —
Yet with strong yearning and passtonatoe patn,
Long I ta-njght for your presence again ;

Come from the sllence so long and deep—
Itock me to sleep, muthier—rock me lo sleep,

Over my heart, in the days that are fluwn,

No love llke mother-love ever has shone—

No other dovotionubides and endures,

Falthful, unselfish, and patient hke yorrs—
None like a mother can ctarm away piln

From the sick sonl and world-weary brain §
Slumbers gott, calm, o'er my beavy lds creep-
Rock me to slcep, nother-rock me to sieep.

Colonel Reono’s Official Report.

CUSTER'S FIGHT WITH SITTING BULL.

1 EADQUARTERS, Tt ReGIMENT CAvaLny,
Cayp o¥ YerLowstoxe Riveg, July 5, 1876.

Captain E. W. Smith, 4. D.C.and A. A. A. G..

Tho command of the Regiment baving de-
volved upon me, as the senior surviving of
flecer from the battle of June 25th aud 26th,
between the 7th Cavalry and Sitling Bull's
band of hostile Sioux, on the Little Big H{orn
river, 1 have the honor {0 submit the follow
ing report of its operations from the tims ot
leaving tha main column until the command
was united in the vicinity of the Indian vil-
Isge.

gJ.‘hc;« Regiment left the camp ot the mouth
of Rosebud river, after passing iu review
before the Department Commander, under
command of Brevet Major General G. A.
Custer, lieutenant colonel, on the afternoon
of the 220d of June, and marched up the
Rosebud 12 milos and encamped. 23rd.
Marched up the Rosebud, passing many old
Indian camps, snd followinga very large
lodge pole trail. but not fresh, making 33
wiles, 24tb. The march was continued up
the Rosebud, the trail and signs freshening
with every mile unlil we had mado 25
miles, and wo then encamped and waited
for information {rom tho scouts. At 9.25
p, M., Custer called the officers together, and
informed us that, bayond a doubt, the wvil
lage was in the valley of the the Little Big
Horn,snd that toreachit, it wasnecessarv to
cross the divide between Roeebud and Lit-
tle Big Horn, and it would be impossible to
do 80, in tho day‘lime, without discuvering
our march to the Indians; that we would
prepare to move at 11 rat.  This was done,
tho line of march turning from the Rosebud
to the right, up one of its branches, which
headed near the summit of the divide.

About £ At of the 251h, tho scouts told
bim thst be could not cresa the divide be-
fore daylight. Woe then made coffee and
rested for three hours, at the expiration of
which {imo the march was resumed, thedi-
vide crossed, snd about 8 4 y. the command
wss in the valley of one of tho branches of
the Little Big Hort By this timo Indians
bad been seen, and it was certain that wo
could not surpriso them, and it was deter-
mined to move at once to the attack.

Previous to this no division of the regi-
ment bad been made since the order was
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'isaued, on the Yellowetone, annulliog wing | ant DeRudio was in tho dismouated fight in
and battalion organizations, Genersal Cus ! the woods, but, having somo trouble with

ter informed mo he would ussign commands
on the march. I was ordered by Licuten-
ant \W. W, Cooke, adjutant, to assumo com

mand ol Companies M, A and G ; Captan
"Benteen, of Companies I1. D and X ; Custer
retaing @, E, F, I and L, under his immo-
dinte commsand, and Company B, Captain
McDougall, in rear of tue pack train. I as.
sumed command of the companies assigned
to me, nnd without any definito orders mov

ed forward with the rest of tho column, and .
well to its left. [ saw Renteen moving far-
ther to tho left, and, as they passed, he told
mo ho bad orders to move well to the left,
and sweop everything before him; I did
not see him again until about 2 30 r. .
The command moved down the creel to*
wards the Little Big Horn valley, Custar.
with fire companies on the right baak ; my-
eelfand thrce compenies on the left, und
out of sight.

As we npproachied a deserted village, in
which nas standing one tepee, about 11 a. x.
Custer motioned me to cross to him which I
did, and moved uearer to his column, until.
atout 1230 a.x., when Lieutenant Cooke,
adjutiant, came to me and said the village
wag only two milesnhead and runningaway

To *-move forward at as rapid gait as I
thought prudent and to charge aftewards,
aud that the whole outtit would support
mo ;' Ithink those were his exact words,
1 at onco took a fast trot, and moved dotwwn

his borse, did pot join tho command in the
chargo out, and hiding bhimeself in the
woods, yoined the command after nighfall of
the 26th.

Sull hearing nothing of Custer, and wity
this reinforcement, 1 moved down Lhe river
mn the direction of the village, keeping on
the bluffs. We had beard firing in that di
rection, aud knew 1t eould only bo Custer
I moved to the summit of the highest bLluft
but secing and heariog pothing, sent Cup:
tain Weir, with bis company, 1o open com.
mubication with the other command. He
soon sent back word, by -Lieutenant Hare.

lndians were getting around him ; at this

his skirmish line.
thing back to the first position [ had taken

best. I dismounted the men, bad tho
horses nnd mules of the pack train driven
together in a depression, put the men on
the crests of the hills making the depres-
sion, and hardly done so, when I was
furiously attacked ; this was about 6 r. :
wo held our ground with ihe loss of 18 en-
listed men killed and 46 wounded until the
attack ceased, about 9 r.y.

As | knew, by this time, their overethelm:

frem the portion of the regiment with Cus:
ter, I kad the men dig rifle pits ; barricaded

about tvo miles, when I came to a ford of

with dead horses, titles and boxesof hard

thet he could go no farther, and that the B

timg he was keeping up . heavy tire from §§
L at once turned every- .

on the blufl, and which seemed to me the E
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11g numbers, and hud given up any suppoit §

tho river. I crossed immediately, and balt- bread, the opening of the depression (o-
ed about ten minutes or less, to gather tho! wards the Indians in which the animals
battalion, sendiog word to Custérthat ! had were herded; and made every exertion to
everything in {ront of me, and that they be ready for what I saw would be a terrific
wero strong. “nssault the next day. Al this night tho
I deployed, and, with the Reo scouts on men were busy, and the Indians holding a
my left. charged dowa the valley, driving '’ scalp dance un-erneath us in the bottom,
the Indinns with great ease for about 23- andinour hearing. On tho morning of the
miles. J, however, eoon saw that I was' 26th, I felt confident thatI could hold my
being drawn into some trap, @s they cer-, owp, and was ready 88 far us I could be,
tainly would fight harder, and especially as when, at daylight, about 1.30:4:31,, I heard
we wero nearing their village, which was the crack of two rifles ; this twas the siggal
still standing ; besides, I could not see Cus-, for the begioningofa fire that I have never
ter, or any other support, and at the same scen equalled. Every riflo was handled by
time the very earth seemed to grow Indians, an expert and skilled marksmap, and with a
and they were running towards me in range that exceeded our carbine, and it was
swarms, and from all directions, I sawl simplyimpossible to show any part of*the
must defend myself. and give up the attack body before it was struck. We could see,
mounted. This 1did, taking possession of as the dny brightened, countless hordes of
a point of woods, and which furnished, near them pouring up the valloy from out the vit:
its edge, = shelter for the horses ; dismounlt: lage, and scampering over the high points
ed, and fought them on foot, making head: towards the places designated for them by
way througb the wood. Is0on {ound my* their chiefs, aud which euurely surroundeu
solf in the near vicinity of the village, saw our position. They had sufficient nuwbers
that I was fighting odds, of at least 5 to 1, to completely encirclo us, and mea wer-
and that my only hopo was toget out ofthe strack on opposite eides_of the lines, frow
wood, whero I would soon have been sur- whers the shots werofired. 1 think we were
rounded, and gain some high ground. I fighting allthe Sioux nation, and also all thy
accomplisbied this by mounling nnd charg- desperadocs, renegades, balf-breeds cul
ing tho Indisns between me rnd the bluffs, squaw men, between the Missonri and the
on the opposite sido of the river. In this Arkansas and east of the Rocky Mountain-,
chargo, First Licutenapt Donald Mchintosh, they must have numberedat least 2,500 war
Second Licutenant Ben H. Hodgson, Tth riors. The fire did not slacken till about
Covalry. and A A. Sarg. J. M. DoWolf, 9,30 a.x., and then wo discovered that they
were killed. I succeeded in reaching tho  wero making u last desperate sttempt, and
top of the bluff with a loss of tho threo of-  which was directed against the lines licld by -
ficers aod 29 enlisted men killed, and seven Companies H and af; in this attack ihey
men wounded. Almost at the same time I charged close eaough to uso their bows.and
reacned the top, mounted men were seen to ! arrows, 2nd one ma, lying dead within,ovr
bo coming towards us, and it proved tc ho
Colonel Benteen'’s battalion, Companies H,
D and X ; wo joined forces, and 1a a sbort
timo the pack train camo up. 2s senior,
my command was then Companies 4, B, D,
G, H, K and M, about 380 men, and the
following officere ; Captains Benteen, \Weir,
‘French and McDougall ; First L:icutenants
Godfroy Mathey and Gibson ; Second Lieu:
tenants Edgerley, Wallace, Varoum and
Hare; A. A, Surg. Porter. First Licutens

ono of tho foromost Indisns. When I sar
i tho stick was only about 10 or J3 feet long,
somo idea of the desperate and reckless
Hghting of theso peoplo may bo underatov.,
‘This charge of theirs was gallantly.repuls:d
by tho men on that hino led by Col, Benteea.
They also came closo enough to sénit thur
arrows1ato the linc beld by Companics D
and K. but were driven away by o kke
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lincs, was touched by tho**coup stick® of '

chargu of the line, which I accomproind.



