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BRITISH & FUREIGN MILITARY NEWS

The wicked attompt made 1y the Yan.
kees during tho war to permanently destroy
Charleston harbor by blocking up the puss.
es thoreto with submerged stone Inden ves.
sels, has happily proved a failure,  The ae
tion of the water has so fur retoved the ob
atructions «s to permit of the entry lately
of a vessel diawing eighteen and a-half fect
of water,

Tk Sxiper Rirsii— A statement velative to
tho success of the Government Snider rifles
in the Wimbledon meeting was promulgated
yestorday at Woolwich. Out of six of the
compotitors, the Snider rifle with the Boxer
ammunition, was first in three, and  sccond
and third in thoe other. Its remarkable per-
formance at 500 yards, at which range Cor-

oral Audrews, of the 26th Kent Riflo
oluntoors, succeeded in firing 50 shnts in
five minutes, of which two only missed the
targot, and making a tatal of 133 paints, has
already beop notic.d inthe Zhmes. A report
has been circulated that Amdrews had  con.
tinually practised the use of the Snider rifle;
itis right to stato that he had previously to
tho Wimbledon tueeting, used the arm only
five times—viz., three times at 200 yards and
twico at 500 yards, and that he ]m(f, in these
trials, fired altogether only about 300 rounds.
Any handy man could obtain the snme ra-
pidity of fire w’ih the.Snider rifle in aweek’s
or o fortnight’s practice, when the number
of points obtained is 8 mere matter of accu-
rato shooting. It should be pointed out
that the very satisfactory results of the
trials of the Snider Rifle at Wimbledon are
duo in a great degreo to the Boxer ammu-
nition, which throughout the meceting has
erformead admirably, as regards accuracy,
acilities of loading and eoxtraction, and
certainty of ignition.

A Russux Visitor.—~The New York Com-
merceal Advertiser says:—T'ho third son of
the Czar of Russin (there are five sona), the
Grand Duko Alexis, Colonel in the army and
an officer in the navy, is about to visit this
country. He isnow in the Levant, looking
n upon the Greck monasteries.” ‘Ihe Wash.
ington Chronicle says:—*The Grand Duke
will soon proceed to Cadiz, where ho wil!
embark on board tho ALexaNvRR Niwski fri.
gate, in whick he will visit the West Indies,
probably first going to Cuba, and thence to
the United States, landing at New Urleans,
and extending his trip to Mobile, He may
bo expected in Washington early in Uctober,
and will slso visit Richmond, Baltimore,
Philadelphia, New York and Boston. It is
not yet arranged that the Grand Duke will
proceed to the interior, but he'wi. cortamly
proceed to Ningara, probably in company
with Lord }f.’onc%c, Viceroy of Canada, whose
guest ho will be during his visit to British
North America. Ieis expected to reach St.
Potersburg, after six months' absenco, im-
mediately before Cliristmas. This Prince
will travel under tho assumed bearing of o
Russian nobleman, and bo thus under o par
tial .incognito. This will be duly respected;
but the American people will not forget that
during the rebellion, when others looked
upon our strugglo ecither coldly or with the
hapo_that we should fail, the Emperor of
Russis remnined constant, true in peril,
faithful in adversity, and loyal in his friend.
ship from the first shot fired agninst Snmter
to tho capture of Richmond and the surren-
der of Lee.”

Reruny or tiw Frxiax Navy!—Tho Now
York Worald suys :—**Tho Feninn bark Flato,
uftor a cruise of threo months, returned to
New York on the 28th ultimo. Sho is of 500
tons burthen, and left hero on the 27th of
April, with o crew of forty men, an armament
of two twelvo pounders, and troops to tho
number of L3V, Every man was arnted with n
Springfield rifle, with suflicient ammunition.
The purpose of the cruise was to ascertain
whether it was possible to land a lnrge num-
ber of men on tho Irish const; it been curi.
ously nrgued that if one smnll vessel conld
elude the British cruisers, so a hundred tran-
sports could. Sho got ncrogs the *roaring
main” in twenty-three days, with only one
danger, _which occurred upon encountering
an English man-of-war off the coast of New-
foundland.  This peril she triumphantly
passed by flying the American flage. She first
mado a landing on the Isle of Terry, the
people of whidi did not guess her mission
Afterwands shie slyly cruised nlong tho coast,
landing at several places, in each of which
the officers had lung talks with Jeading Fen-
inns from the shore, and all of which, except
oneg, resulted in the decision not to invade
Irelund just then, The exception was off the
coast of Waterford, where, after the usual
council, six bravo fellows left the bark to dis
or be captured; the latter fate did befall
them shortly afterwarde. Finally the arrival
of the Platv became generally known thro'
out the island, and it was determined to vo-
turn to the States. During the passage back,
provisions run short, and the erew and pas.
sengers wereobliged todepend on the chanco
American ships that they met for supplies.
Un arnving here, the arms and ammunition
were disembarked and taken charge of by
the Brotherhood.

A Sy, oN tne Festaxs~—Un the firs¢ inst.
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a large gathering of Fenians took place in
tho Court Iouse Square, Chicago. A uum-
her of bunkum resolutions were proposed,
and, of course, adopted: one of which con-
tained the following passago:—The true
people of Amerien are Republicans by birth,
and as the dxxf' we celebrate nlso commemo-
rates the abolition of slavery in the United
States; and ag tho Americans are pledged
hy the most solemn obligations to the holy
cause o1 wwiversal liberty, &e., &e.” Tho
reading of this clause wes received with in.
tense applause, and rousing cheers wero
given for the ** glorivus abolition of slavery,
tho 1morant Saxon-haters, little thinking
that they wero cheering in honor of the
emancipation of tho staves in the British
West Indies, ono of the most noblo events
in the history of the world. The American
emancipation act dates from January Ist, as
the learned framers of the resolution state.
It was something of a scll on tho “byes”™ to
havo them shouting uatil they waore hoarse,
in honor of tho “murdthein Saxon.”

T'rince Alfred is not tho only princo just
now on his travels. The Russian Grand

Duke Alexis, the Czar's youngest son, after.

a stay at Constantinople, loft on the 26th on
board the Russian steamer Oleg to visit the
monasteries of Mount Athos, from whenco
he proceeds to Cadiz, where he is to embark
on board the Alexander Nevski frigate, in
which he will visit the West Indies and the
United States. Io will return to Russin by
Constantinople. The reception of theyoung
Iftt'm'ce was very cordial by tho Grecks of this
city. -

“7The Emperor Napoleon,” says tho
‘Memorial Diplomatique,” ** remained in
conforenco with the Sultan on the duy of
his departure for Lowlon for three.quarters
of an hour. On the previous Sunday, Nu-
poleon 111,, also had held aprivatoconvor-

sation with lils august guest at Saint Cloud,
which lasted several hours, Dejemil-Pacha
acting us interprotor. Wo hnve reason to
beliovo that the Emperor took advantage of
the Sultan's stay at Paris to again urgoe tho
friendly counsels which M, Bourree, on his
nomination ns ambasgsador, had been charged
to carry to Constantinople, and to which he
mado allusion in presentinghis credentials.
The Sultan, through both Fund Pacha and
Daojemil Pachin, has expressed themost sin.
cero gratitude for tho friendship shown by
the Emperor of the French as to the integ.
rity and stability of the Ottoman Empiro,
mdd has promised to devoto all his efforts to
the amelioration of tho position of his Christ.
inn subjects, as France has continually
advised him, as the only eflicacious meana
of avoiding » now crisis in tho East. We
may therefore expect that on his return
Abdul Aziz will insugurate o series of
salutary reforms.”

How STONEWALL JArKSON  GAINED s
Reveration~The New York Times says:— *
For a long time Davis and the Richmond
people bolioved Jackson fo bono batter
than a lunatic, and the way in which Davis
first learned to appreciate what was in him
wns in this wise. In the spring campaign
of 1862 in the valley. Juckson, after causing
Fremont and Bauks to retreat turned on his

track, finding himself pursued Ly two con
verging columns,and withdrew up the valley
But at Cross Xeys he suddenly faced about
and dealt Fremont a staggering blow. Let-
cher (the Governor of l'ennessec) received
o despatch announcing this victory (o was
in the habit of getting cavlier intelligenco of
Jackson's oporations than wasreceived in
the War Oflice in Richmond), went and read
the message to Davis. The latter, however.
would not believe the news, saying that it
wasimpossible that a retreating army should
have thus turned upon and beaten its pursu
ers. Lotcher, however, insisted that it was
true, as he knew his informant would not
send unything that was not true, and ke
told Davis that he would probably find ont
its verity by the morrow. Now, by thonext
day Jackson, having disposed of Fromeont,
crossed the river, and Port Republic over
whelmed the other pursuing column—the
column of Shields, which had been purauing
on the other side of theoriver. Receiving a
despatch announcing this new success, Lot
cher again repawred to Davis’s house, whem
he found Beujamin and Seddon and the
Cabimet at dinner, and after takinga glass
of wine he asked Davis—* Well, have you
any copfirmation of the news I showed you
yesterday 2 ¢ Yes,' replied Davis, * T reeceiv
cd to-day oncof Jacason’s lnconic despatches.
saying tixnt, ¢ by the blessing of God, ho had
beaten the cnemy! ‘And now then, re
Jjoined Lotcher, ‘I have another bulletin of
victory to show you, ' handing himy the mes
sago containing the nows of tho success o
Port Republic, of which Davis had not ye!
heard, ‘Itcan’t beso,” cxelamedtho lat
tor: ‘itis impossiblo; it.is unprecedented
in_all military history that any army o
full retreat should thus turn upon and over
whelmn two pursuing columns ' Nevertheles
tho confirmation again came to hand, au
after that Jackson was no longer regar

as a lunatic.”



