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Vil.~~YEARLY COURSHE OF TRAINING.

Tae.1st of October is the Now Yedr'g day
in the Prussian aray, when the reservey aro
dismisged and the recruits avrivo, Drillgpd
instrustion of the recruits commence imnfte-
diately. Fhe “drill sergeant " and-tho neges-
sary number of non-commiissioned officers,
under orders of a lieutenant of thecompany
are permanently detailed, and excysed from
guard and other duties. Threo months are
allotted for the s~hool of the soldier, includ-
ing the rudiments of skirmish drill and some
target practice by way of introductian. Re-
cruits drill between four and five hoursa
day. Most garrisons are provided with a
drill bouso, built for the purposes of drilling
in winter. In tho evening the recruits re-
ceive theoretical instruction from the non-
commissioned officer ot the squad. The
older men do the necessary guard duty, by
way of repetition, and have additional target
practice for tho poorer marksmen. In cav-
alry and artillery the instruction in riding of
cburse commences 8t once, along with the
drill on fost. The best riders among tho
old soldiers aro placed in charge of the
yeung ré-mounts, of which eaoch squadron
receives about the same number, ten to fif-
teen a year; they arefive-year-olds, and are
nbt'placed in the squadron untii they are
thoroughly broken. Theold men ride their
horses in the manage, built on purpose at
exch cavalry or artsilery garrison, formed in
riding olasses, not only tor the purpose of
oxerciss, but for 1mproving men and horses
in every réspect. No horse is permmtted
oue duy, Sundays excepted, to go without
his forty-fivo minutes’ ride in the scuool.
After three months. the recruits are inspaect-
ed by tho battalion and regimental com
mender in the school of tho soldier and
theoretical instruction. The company is
then formed, and about six weeks are ac-
corded to the caplain to drill his company
"in*the -dchiool of the companyand formal
skirmish drill, to bo inspected at the end of
this ‘period by tho colonel "in a very strict
manner  The discipline and efliciency ex-
pécted in the sohool of the company are
vory graat. Ifit happened twies during the
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dritl that a man should be lute in bringing
tho hand down at *carry arms;" the com-
pany would be considered to be poor in the
manual,

With the oavalry the period of recruit
drilling embraces six months, but the move.
ments of the sqhadron are taught on foot
dhiring those months in order to have the
men perfectly well acquainted with the
school of the dquadron towards the coming
of the better senson, when the squadron !
formed and drilled mounted. Company
and squadron inspections—iwhich alvays
mean inspection in vegard to efliciency in
drill and discipline as the main thing, hat
which dre nevér confined to an inspectin of
cleanliness of dress and arms only—being
over. the battalion commander takes his
battahion in hand. There is never less than
a bLattalion in a gavrison. ‘Che battalion
drills about one month in school of the bat
talion, and the same precision is expected
by the general commaunding the brigado,
who comes to inspect it, which is exucted
from the companies. The slightest neglect
at any drill is visited by extra drill in the
afterncon of one or two hours, when non-'
commissioned officers dnll the backshiders |
under tho supervision of the officer ot the!
day. Captains of cavalry drill their squad-!
rons about six weeks, and in rogard to artil- |
lery it ought to be remarked that their du-
ties are vei; arduous, because every man
must bo efficient in the <ifferent parts of|
duty, nnd not all the picces of tho Latteres|
being provided with horses in peaco times,
it is hard work to putall tho men through.
In garrisons where more than one battalion
is stationed, as i large cities or fortresses,
soma tima is given to dulling tho regiments!
and brigsdes. Tho four sijudrons of each
cavalry regiment get concentrated about
this time of the year for a ten days” dull by !
regintent—not a very difficult matter, as the
stations of tho regiment are seldom further
than one or two days’ march fiom ench‘
other. Tho division goneral and the gen-
eral commanding the army corps at this !
time visit o. ch regiment or battlion.

The infantry in tho boeginning of May com-
menco the “ summer term;" thtit is, they
begin skirmish drill o the wourds, outpost
duty, one company aganst another, and the '
regular course of target proctico. Every
Prusstan soldier fires at leasu 100 rounids a
year at the target, cvery single shot being
racorded. Itisa general rule that every-
thing is to be looked aftet by the officors in»
their respectivo commands.  Skirmishing!

eepecially tho train battalion, go yearly
through a course of training adapted to
their different dutics, and the; turn out at
the end of the yoar the regulaticn numgber
of men trained for the exercise of their dv

ties if called upon in cse of war. In the
latter part of Augnst tha field manwmuvres
cominence. The artillery, after having gone
through their target firing, are deiailad to
the infantry divisions, which unite tor drilt

ing by brigades first, and ultimately a day
or two by division, just to keep tho , :norals’
hand in for handling theit commands, and
several days fotlow, when one brigade of in-
fantry, with cavalry and artdlery, hasitg it
tle campaign against the other, a campuign
resembling a veritablo one alnost in every
thing except the bullet. ‘The tyoops bivouac,
execute haavy marches—in short, overy-
thing is tned which may occur in war. For
theso oceasions tho reserves are coslled in
their turn, and with the lst of October the
new year commences again.

Two army corps every year do these field
mancwuvres on A largerscale, the K.ng being
present in person. Thon the resocves, up
to tho number of 1000 per battalion, are
called in for about four to six weeks, and
the corps manmuvre against oach other, OF
courso thero 1s some damage done to the
fields, though the thing takes placeafter
harvest; but a board composed of repre-
sentatives of the county and of the govern.
mentis on the spot to apprise and adjast
dumages to bo paid for.

Just to show hotw tho standard of efficion
¢y is kept up, it may be permitted (0 nar
rato & little anecdote. In 1861 or 62 the
groat {41l roview took placc on the Riune,
the Seventh and Eighth army corp> aguust
each ather. General von Brinerdrad, an oid
knight of the Iron Cross, and a distinguished
ofticer, commanded his Eighth corps. Une
of the brigadiers conducted his brigade im
properly, in a manner which in earnest
would have led to its destruction. A French
oflicer present—and the French officers al-
ways muster in considerable numbers on
theso occasions on the Rhine—rem-rked to
General von B.: * Mais, mon Dieu, Udneral,
cetto brigade-1d est perdu!” U non,” ro-
plied the General, “ce n'est pas la brigade,
c'est 1o général qui est perdu.” Next morn-
mg the brigadier received the King's order
votiring bun from the service with ius pen-
sion,

It is a great mistalke to believe that officers
and men of the Prussisn army are idiors.
The duties aro very hurd all the year round ;

and outpost duty are in their turn inspect- . the officers Jfulfil them as teachers of this
ad, and the target practico winds up with a- great school, and the men are subjected to
prize shooting. this sharp training for the purpose of get-

Engineers and thoadministrative branches, ' ting them into the habit of ‘enduring bard-



