Manitoba Oollege.

Tur formnal opernng of tho Manitoba Collego
summor courso of lectures in theology took
pace on Apnl 3rd, in the convoeation hall of
the institution. Iev. Princapal King occu-
pied thoe chair. After the singing of the
122ud Psalm and prayer by Rev. Dr. DuVal,
tho principal gave an ntroductory addiess,
He said ho was glad to welcamo agaw to the
convocation hall wany of the fiieuds of the
collego. ‘This was the opemng of the summer
theological classes, but the college was an
arts collego as woll as a theological, in fact,
counting by numbeis, sl more so. In
regard to tho arts department, the attendanco
during the present session had been nearly
tho samo as last year, porhaps there had been
a slight advance. Vory nearly 150 names
had been entered upon theroll : this wasa
very largo and gratifying sttendanco m view
of the population ol the province and the
Territories, and especially i view of tho
diflicult financial scason. “Tho work had gone
on quictly and agreeably during the pesent
scsston, asindecd always.  The timancial eon-
dition of the collego was a wmatter of great
wterest, but it was rather too soon to say
how it was going to cowme out, as very often
a considerable portion of the income camoin
during the last of the year, hut the college
wonld have to share in l?w depression w hich
was all over the province, tho Dominion and
the world. Very likely the contributions
from tho cast were going (o be smaller than
last year ; still, tho hopo was cherished that,
ag in the past ten or cleven years, the collego
would come out out of debt, In regard to
the building fund they wonld be able in abont
four wecks to make an intimation. The
entire cost 543,000, was so necarly covered by
tho subscription that with the next two, orat
the most three, weeks 1t would be fully
covered by subsctiptions in tho main, if uot
cntirely good. Moro than two-thirds of the
money had already been paid. To the theo-
logical students the principal extended a very
hearty welcome. Tho cxperience of last
summer had taught them that thore was
practically no inconvenienco in a summer
session, aund the class rooms were better for
the health of tho students than they counls
possibly bein the winter. e welcomed some
who bad been known already in the arts
classcs, and also others who mado their first
councction with the collego at this time. It
was tno soon to say how large the attendance
would bo, but there was rcason to think it
woukl bo quits as large as last year, possibly
a littlo larger.

Rav. Prof. Bsird then del’ ered a short
tecturo ¢f nalf an hour on *“'»1: : origin of tho
Gospels.”  Ho gavaan interesting explanation
of the earliest method of transmission of
Gospol history, namely, Ly oral teaching.
Thero were threo successivo steps in the
dovelopinent of Gospel history : the first, oral
tradition and frequent repetition ; the second,
by tho preparation of imemoirs, or uarratives,
none of them arranged in order. and the
thind, tho writing cf the four Gospels. The
only Gaspel for wore than thirty years was an
oral Gaspel. Of the wmewi-ries some were
nariatives, others discourses.  The sucecssive
stages of the development, resulang in *ho
written Gospely wero traced by the lecturer in
a verv interestirg aud instructive mannuer,
and tho applause of the aundience snd the
cxpression ot thanks by the chairman, testi.
fied to the appreciation with which the lec-
turer was heard.

In a few clasing remarks Principal King
stated that the valnod assistance of Prof.
McLaren, of Toronto, was expected again this
summer, that ho wonid leave Toronto this
week, or the beginning of next, to resume
v.aching in Systematic Theology. Principal
Gaven wonld start & few days later. At a
later period, I'rof. Thomson wonld take up
the subject of thointroduction. It w s hope
also to havo Mr. Macdonell, notwithstanding
tho heavy dereavement witl which it had
plossed God to visit him. Prinapal Ring
spoko of the value of the preaching of the
visiting professors last summer, but expressed
the hepo that tho demands upon then tlus
yoar would o kept within limits, and restric-
tod to, ssy, one scrmon a day.  In closing the
principal annonnced that Prof Baird would
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meet tho students of the first yesr at 8 o'clock
next morning to begin the study of Hobrow ;
and that he ﬁimsellg:\'ould meet the classes of
the sccond and third years at the same hour
to commence the exposition of the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures.

Tho proceedings wero closed by Rev. Josoph
Hogy pronouncing the benediction
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Correspondence,
COPY.
To the Editor of the Preshyterian Ricord,
Montreal

Sie,—A copy of your Record for this
wmonth has been forwarded to me here. It
contains an article headed ““ Dr. Paton’s
Mission,” which I can only regard as a
malicious misrepresentation, an anonymous
letter by ** A Minister,” couched in insinua-
tion, is answercd by you as cditor in a serics
of statcments, cither untrue in point of fact,
or so placed before your readers ns to suggest
what is untrue, and what can only damage
my character and standing as a issionary
of the cross.

I claim a little space for reply : though I
teavo the Presbyterian people of Canada to
judge betwixt us as to the spirit of such an
attack on one whe is spending his Jdays and
years as by God’s help | am trying to do.

1 Your correspondent well knows there i=
no such thing in existence as a ** Dr. Paton's
Mission ** about which he so innocently n-
quires. It is the Now Hebrides Mission,
supported by Australia, Scotland, New Zea-
laud, and Nova Scotia ; for whose interests
alone Iama humble and devoted advocate.
True, personal and loving friends, readers of
my boox and others, have started a *“John
. Paton Mission," and they may in tacir
too affectionato regard speak of the work in
which 1 am engaged as *‘ Dr. Patou’s
Mission,” but all my toils, and all moneys
raised by me, or sent to me, arc exclusively
devoted to the New Hebrides Mission.

2 You lightly touch off my period of
pearly four years of perils and trials as being
*“about two years ot Tanua ;" and the io-
terval betwixt leaving Tanna and scttling
on Aniwa you wipe out thus: “‘After some
years of absence his next settlement was on
Aniwg,” leaving any onc to infer that the
four yenzs between might be a happy fur-
lough,

1f it gratifics_you tc belittle what God
called on me to do and to suffer for Christ’s
sake, you are welcome,

But the churches kaow that in that period
the very existence of the :nission was at
stake ; that by incessant travelling and ad-
dressing churches and schools without one
Gay of rest, £3,000 were raised to build the
fiest Dayapring, and £2,000 to sccure ad-
ditional missionaries, besides another £1,400
<o relieve her of debt after her coming out
from Nova Scotia and her first trip to the
islands, and to organize a permanent fund
for her support, which « as continued cver
since.

Again, at a Iate date, when she was
wrecked, God used me in raising another
£3,000 to sccure and insure a sccond Day-
spring.  Now, in the opinion of all tho mis-
sionaries in the field and of all the churches
cencerned, the very eaistence of our New
Hebrides Mission depended on the accom.
plishment of these tasks, which God knows I
utdertook with much shrinking, and only
for the work's sake and for the lives of mis-
sionaries ¢nd their familics.

3. You no*s that 1 have been *‘on fur.
lough since 1881," and that 1 have not been
at work in the New Hcebrides from that
date, I leave asmde the fact that I have
been sent to the islands  thrice o that
period, and spent atl the time the Victorian
church would spare me there inthe interests
of the mission on scveral islands, but par-
ticularly on my own beloved Aniwa. Your
readers may benforned, however, that inall
thoso years, I have never had one week ¢
rest, por sought it ; that tho swhole of my
time and strength bas been spent, in the
service of the mission, rai~ing money to sup-
port those in the ficld and to increase the
staff, by ccascless travelling and lecturing |
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aud farther, that in the judgment of th

Victorian church, whoso missionary I anu
my timo and strength aro moro profitably
spont thus for the mission than by romaining
onmy own island, whore the cause of Christ
is carricd on by converts, given to mo of
God (whose number you refer to, in any.
thing but a  Christian  spirit) and by
acensiotiul visits of the nearest wmissionariea

1f 1 bad been consulting personnl comfort, or
shrinking from duty, I might at my age have
sought a diflerent kind of furlough without
dishonour or shame.

1. You are kind enough to aa{ ‘* Dr.
Paton, at present, cannot bo said to have any
spocinl misgion.” My *‘comumission’’ at
least is from the Presbyterian Church of
Vietorin, with another from tho Federal
Azzembly of the Presbyterian Chucclies.

1t was publicly circulated throughout the
United States, and (Canada in my ** State-
meut und Appeal,’” to the number of wuny
thousands.

It authorizes me, amongst other things
‘“to procure two missionaries’' for the New
Hebrides, nuder the Victonian € harch, and
to ¢ receivo any contributions offered for its
Foreign Missions.” ‘This is part of my
¢ special mission,” an by the helpof God,
I hope to fultil 1t and wore.

5. Asto the case for *‘five or six addi-
tional nussionaries” and for the new ** Day-
srrin Mission Ship,” the missionaries on
the] islands and mysclf may be in advance of
the opinion of the churches not represented
in reference to the requirements of the
Islands and the nccessities of the mission.

But you have no authority for saying
(1) That no church .aas any thought of
making that advance at the present time,"
or (2) ‘*that the Dayspring Board iu Syd-
ney hascharge of the matter,” that is of
the decision to build or not to build another
mission ship. Iormally, no church may
have ** authorized” the taking of either of
theso steps, simply and solely because of
the finaucial reaponsibilities being heavier
then they seo their way to mecet. But to
me it isas certamn as anything can well be
—t at if the people of God in Bntamn, in
Can da, and the States, put the meaus into
my ands, as they scom disposed and willing
to do (thank God), there will be only one
opinion in Victoria as to cmploi'ing the
necessary nissionaries, and bnilding the
vessel without which the mission cannot
possibly complete its work on the New
Hebrides. ‘The onc obstacle in theway, so
far at lcast as known to me, is the lack of
funds ; and not any decision against more
missionaries, or the new ship. Ten yecars
ago all the missionarics on the islands de-
cﬁ\rcd the nbzoluto mecessity of a steam
auniliary ship.  The Victorian church
« commissioped ©* me to raisc the moncy.
I went back to them with 2£6000.
They got plans from a famous
Clyde stup-builder ; atl in good faith, sm'c\f.
Bat it was found that tho new ship would
require £1,000 per annum moro than the
ohl one, to maintain her and keep herfloat
ing. The churclies could not face that ; and
for that reason, aund that alone, the Day-
spring was not bilt, and the money for her
isin the church’s hands at interest. Wil
any man pretend thae, if friends in Britain
and Canada offer to raisc that additional
£1,000 per annum, I am ot entitled to accept
their offer, so far, and go back to my chorch
and say, ** Hero is the money, and let us now
build the shipt"

However, 1've not pretended that the
churches **authorized ' tlis building of the
vessel ; on the contrary, the printed circuiars
o tly state that i the event of the ship
’r any causo not bewng providel, cvery sub.
suaption will be ¢ faithfully returned * to the
donors ; and that will be done, unless by them
specially allowed to go to the wotk of the
mission.

I make wy ¢ Appeal® with a clear consci-
euce ; and with ar absolute faith that a Day-
springlship is fudispeusable.  Other arrange.
ments have Leen tried and have cither broken
down or proved most unsatisfactory. The
Mission Synod could not meet Jast year, and
missionancs and teachers canqot bo visted as
required without s ship of our own. Every
mission in the South Secas finds this absclutely




