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Tho Production of Raw 8ilk in China.

It is well kiiuwn to all concerned m the Chmese wilk trade that
the production of raw silk in China 13 stendily dechning i quat-
ity and quantity.  Silk is among the pranapal aiticles of export
from that country , hut fur veveral yearsnow the sliypents have
cach year shown a falling offy and the Chanese Government wilt,
andoubtedly, svon feel compelled to take rume steps to remedy
this condition of atlairs,

The principal caise of this deercase ix the diseases of the =ilh-
worms, which still prevail in China,  Thisrcomgeconld certamnly
be expurged by proper means, and the present race ot silkworms
improved” and “regenerated, with the resalt of producing a much
better grade ofsilﬁ.

The example of Japan has been repeatedly pointed out to the
Chinese.  The former country has obtiuned from France the me-
thods of dimiinishing and suppressing the diseases alluded toamld
the means of preserving the race of worms,  Nothmg of this soit
has bLeen done in China, producers there bewng apparently con-
tent to rely upon the hardiness of the Chinese wotins, and to et
the plagae have full swing, instead of combating it, and therehy
both increasing the production and improving the quality of thew
raw silk,

It China neglects to soon take proper meastres to this end, the
silkworms will gradually decrease and eventually largely disap-
i)cnr, asthey formerly did in Ttaly, France, Spain, and Portugal

n former years the Chinese competed with the Itahan sitks and
regnlated the price of the latter ; at present the yoles are changed
.ill}d 'tlu: Ltalians oeenpy the first rank, leaving the Chinese far be-

TR

The Chinese producers, however, do not allow any meddling
in their affairs, and as regards sericubture they ouly foilow their
own notions,  The Government is, morcover, powerless to enforee
obedience to any regulations,  Posdbly, however, Chinese pro-
ducers may soon coine to understand that their best interests he
in the abandommnent of their ancient ways and in taking advane
tage of the methods propoesed by the newly-cstablished burean
of silk culture at Nmg-po.  As it iy, the situation in Chinese
silk production is a most serious one,and requires quick and encr-
getic means to avert the threatening disaster. —The Hatter’
Gazetle.

Next to wool, silk is the easiest thing todye. The anilines
dyes cevolved by the German chemists from coal tar give many
of the most delightful tints,  For the rest thereis madder and
Brazil wood, tumeric and cochineal, saffron, wdigo, logwowmt,
fustic, Russian blue and a hvadred more.

The fisst sewing thread made of cotton was produced in 1794
at Pawtucket, Rhiode Island. Previous to this, flax was the
material used in this manufacture, The idea of sewing cotton
was said to have been suggested by M=, Samuel Slater, who,
while spinning some Sea Istand cotton, noticed the evenuess and
beauty of the yam it made, and suggested its manufacture into
thread to her husband, Snmuel Slater, pioucer of the cotton,
industry in the United States.

A company, to be known as the Britich Coluwbia Paper Come
pany, has been formed with a capital of $40,000, to make paper
from wood pulp. The company have ulready made arrange-
ments for the nccessary mackinery, which will be shipped
immediately to Alberni Rapids; the point at which the works
wi]l} be located. Most of the stock has been subseribed we are
told,

The annual meeting of the Canada Cotton Manufacturing Com-
pany, of Comwall, was hell on Wudnesday, the 27th of Jast
month. The president, Sir Donald Smith,took the chair and read
the report for the current year. Owing to the dull trade of the
first «ix months of the year, the net returns had fallen off, sales
were with difliculty effected, even at low prices, and the mill shut
down for a short period.  The chawrman explained that despite
all this, there is « strong prospect of & good future. The
mills are at prescot running ont full thue with the fall comple:
ment of operatives.

Mary Wilson is suing T. Eaton & Co., dry good dealers, Toronto,
claiming $10,000 damages for assault and false arrestand malicion s
*prosccution.  The defendants hadthe plaintiff arrested and tried
on the charge of shoprlifting, but at the trial she was honorably
acquitted, Hence her action.

Joscph Horsfall and Arthur Horsfall have registered as partuers
for the purpose of cartying on bu<iness in Montreal as swholesale
clothicrs, under the name of Josceph Horxfall & Sous.

Messrs. John Martin & Co., the well-known military outfit-
ters, have issued a ueat catalogue, giving illustrations of the uni-
forms of various regiments, which can be had frecon application

to the firm.  Messrs. Martin€ Co. have invested an immense
amount of cnyil:nl in a new department for costuming, and have
engaged first-class military tailurs and costumers 1rom Europe for
these departients of their establishment,  Thewr object 18, 10t to
rent costitmes, but to make to order on short notice, and theywill
sell aniforms or custinmes at reasunable prices.

A circular from the 13, B, Eddy Manfactuning Co. informy us
that the Royal assent has this day been given to an act of Parlia-
ment vt Canada, shorteniog the nane of my Company to * The E.
B. Bddy Company, Linuted, ”  [n making the announeement,
Mr Bddy says. @ Pernnt me to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity for addressing my whole circle of correspontents to
say I «incerely trust that the relations t hat have hitherto existed
between ug, in =ome cases (or over 40 years, may continue and
increase, to mutal advantage and that your busmss circle
aud vy, may extend and merease m volume.”

We notice that onr old friend, Mr, M. B, Shante, button mann-
facturer, of Rochester, lits got into trouwble under the “alien labor
Iaw, ?” which is in force in the “land of the free.”  Some of Mr.
Shantz’s old employees have gone over there and taken pozitions
w lus button factory, whicly, itscems, displeased the Jabor organizn.
tiony, who are now giwing him all the trouble they can.  The law
under which such tronble ean be made is a disgrace to the® Great
Amarican Nation, ™ but there ix nothing too small for the “states-
men” at Washington to stoop to 1f by so doing they can do some-
thing to injure Canada or England. ~ What the end of this perse-
cution of Mr. Shantz will be we cannot say, but it ought to be a
waining against any of our people going over to the States ex-
peeting to get work or improve their cireumstances, Stay in
Canada and you will be all right.—~Berlin, Ont., Netws.

The incolvent estate of Cree, Scott & Co., =hitt and collar
wanufacterers, of Montreal, has been sold.  The stock, valued at
12,000, wa= purchascd at 77e, on the dollar by A. H. Sims & Co.,
of Montreal, and the machinery, valued at $6500, went to the
Montreal Steam Laundry at 40¢. on the dollar.

J. D). Dean, gen, Shdden, has assigned ; liabilities, £1,200, assets
§500,

The bankrupt stock of Radford Bros, was sold to Macnaughton &
Coulsotty at 67ic. on the §, They are checking off the stock for
the purpose of clusing it out at an carly date,

in conscquence of the resignation of Mr. T. V. R, Brown, who
has been conneeted with the Grauby Rubber Co, since its incention,
Messrs, Ames, Holden & Co. have heen appointed selling agents,
Mr. Brown has goac to New York to join Ius brother in business,

The Direct-Dyeing Method.

Several of the .~y preparations recommended for dyeing
direct in one bath Jive heen ado‘ptcd in practice. Among these
are the direct black wor wool and, to a certain extent, for cotton,
the so-called indigo substitute, and various other direct-dyeing
yellow and red dye products.  The benzidine colors are not con-
sidered here.

The well-known color chemist, Runge, may be considered as
the origivator of the direct-dyeing dye-stufls, he being the first
to publish his exgeriments on the cmglovmcnt of the principle
10 logwood dyeing, in combination with ichromate of potash and
hydrochlorie acid,” This kind of combination—logwood, chrome
and hydrochloric acidl—was new at that time, the use of the
chirome being then very l.aited.

In my opinion, writes V. . Soxhlett, in the Chemiker Zeituny,
Runge’s method has never found a permanent, practical appli-
cation. The English patents of Dale and Caro assisted greatly
in the geneml adortio:n of the direct-dycing method, especinlly
for cotton, Two Dhaths were used in this method—a dye-bat b,
with a succeeding oxXidation ageing tath. Besides the dye-stufls
in the first bath, it contained thickeners, metallic salts, and an
organic acid, in order toprevent the precipitation of the dye-stuffs.
The second bath contained a basic or alkaline metallicsalt, where-
by the dye-stuffs, which uutil then clung in a soluble condition to
the fibre, were at once fixed insolubly.  The same principle is
still used for the nanufacture of direct-dyeing preparations for
cotton.  Dr. M. Reimann described these dyeing methods for red
yellow, and black many years ago. With a few modifications
they can still be used to advantage, in spite of the discovery of
the great number of tar culors,

The first of the manufactured direet-dycing products’® was intro-
duced Ly P. Watinne-Delespicrre, of Lille, France, under the
name “Noir Direct for Wool.” In the manufacture of the
Noir direct, Watinne started from a very correet standpoint, b
producing in a correspondingly diluted logwood solution a precipi-
tate—hwematein, which is equivzlent to iron aud protoxide of
copper—ly adding & solution -f iron and suiphate of copper,
The precipitate obtained readily dissolves in a warm acidulated so-
lution, and can then be fixed casily upon the unimal fibre, It was
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