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A Bii.î. has been iîitraduced iii
Clvi Srvi~, the House of couinions at

Ottawa hy NIr. Foster, and pass-
ed to a secoînd rcading, provid-

ing for insurauce by the Goveriiîînent on the lives of
nienibers of the civil service to whoni " the Civil
Service Superantnation Act applies," under a table of
ptrnitum rates based on " the Hui. Table of Mlortality
with six per cent. iîîterest, no allowance beiing iade for
cxpeîîses.Y A miedical certificate, prescribed by the Gov-
cruor iii Council, is required,and thr ainount of insuraucc
îssued on any person is ta be îlot less tlk n $i,ooo nor
illore tlîau $2,ooo. Th'e provisions of th( proposed Act
are to be carried out under the direction of the Super-
îîîîendent offusurance, who is to report tu the Minister
of Finance on ecd year's transactions ending on June
.oth. %Ve have no hiesitation, iii saying that this bill
ouglit not to pass, for although applyig, if we under-
s.aud it, ta a vcr lirnited nuniber of persons iii thc
Government service, and îîot very far-reaclinig in itself,
ils adoption -would serve as thc entering wedge for
suîîdry other sciezîxes of Goveriinient insurance on a
larger scale. '%Ve deîîy the riglit of thc State ta enîter
iîîîo the business of insurance in any forni, aîîd çer-
taiîîly the dismial failure of thc schine in Great ]3ritain,
as carried oit by the Goveniiii-2nt for several years,
otiglht ta be caniviniciiig as to its non-endorsenient by
hile public.

A strulce of OuR. Pittsburg contenxparary, thc
.Milirnet1 I,:sira,:ce IVorid, criticises witli

VntcrliIu- sLverity the growving practice of
suxeral life conipanies in the inatter of unseenily hiaste
iii the paynment of large death clainîs for advertising
plurposes, and ini connection. therewith ralses the ques-
lion of propriety on thc 1: rt of the agent whio flauîts,
iii thc face of the public thc check drawn by the

coînip'.:îy for the besieiciary. \Ve liolc that thc
p)romfpt paynieîit of deatli dlainis, where loss proofs are
clear, is coîniidahie, especially on1 sîiull policies
wliere thc beiîeiciary is lu pressing need of Uic îuorîey.
Uuifortunately, thc lîghituing payints are, as a nile,
mnade iii the cases of heavy ilîsurers wvith inîfluence, thc
advertising value of the payîniet beiîîg in proportion ta
the standing ami ability of thc large.policy mnan.
It is naot unicoînnion iii sucli cases for Uic agent to have
thc check, as issued iii payniut of thc loss, lithographed
and freely ciTculated without asking the consenît of thc
beneficiary. We <juite agree vitli aur contemporary
titat sucli a use of thc check, wvhiclh is as nitcli thc
private property of the peîon 1o wvhorn it is issued as
,ny otlier piece ofpersoîîaýl prop)erty, islhiglîly iînproper,
the agent having no riglit ta it beyond that, of traits-
nmiter. %Ve believe iu " eiterprise "in life insurance
inan2geint, but there is such. a thiug as inistiîned
enterprise which disgiists.

Repudatiou AN- intcrcsting episode occurred
Whir.i %var a few days aga iii New Vork iii

Comnatible. wvhicli INr. Gea. F. Johnson, nce
of tic city managers of the Equitable Life, was
trouglit up with a round tunu by Vice-President
Alexander. It secîns tlîat early ini januar>' Mr.
Johnson issued. a confidential circular ta agents of coin-
petiîîg coruanies offcring thiem froui 65 to 8a per cent.
flat brokerage, according ta kind of policy, or from, 6o
and io reucwval ta 75 and ia rencwal if the agent
prefcrred. Thc presumptian of coitrsL -%as liat this
nmanager was bý ckcd. by thc coinpany and received
bouucing commnission justifyiug his offer. Thils proves
ta have been untrue, iowver, for wlhcn the offer carne
ta the knowledge of the officiais of tic E quitable, Vice-
President Alexander promptly issued a circular order
ta, tic managers and gencral agents of thc M4etropolitaxi
districts, uiot only repudiating the Johnison circular but
forbiddiug any represe. .&ativc of the conxpauy ta niake
contracts 1' ntitling agents ta excessive brokerage"1,
or ta issue auy printed document relatiug ta thc
bus:iness of thc coxnpany -without submission ta, aîîd
aunf.norty froi nce of its executive officers. Mr.
Alexander lu lis circular states that tic commissions
offcred by Mr. Johnson tvere "far iu exccss of %vhat


