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AN oflicial resolution is published in India on
the subject of infant marriages and cuforced
widowhood among the fHindoos—a question which
has been much discussed by the native press.  “The
resolution states that the opinions of locz! govern-
ments having been asked, all deprecate any ofticial
activn ; and it adds that the Viceroy agsees that
reform in this matter must be left 10 the people
themselves.

I't was said fifty years ago that whenever this
new German political departure occursed it would
be attended by a truly great revival of national
litesature.  Gervinus, of Heidelberg celebrity, had
predicted this in once of his soothsaying utterances.
Many people besides him were convineed that the
generation which achieved German Unity must
also be a generation of great writers and great
poets.  The prophecy, if destined to be true at
all, has not, alas! been fulfilled hitherto. Un-
doubtedly, the average writing in this country is
better than it was 50 years ago ; historical books
have lost their terrors for an ordinary reades;
cven the fruits of scientific research are made
palatable, and to a certain extent digestible, in
fectures and essays that are found upon everybody's
table. In this vast ficld, as in the case of art,
talent is by no means scarce or the public super-
cilious. Never were the works of popular writers
more extensively printed, bought, or read ; never
were names more universally honoured thans
among the dead, those of Geibel and V. A.
Scheffel ; among the living, that of Gustav
Freytag. Each novel in prose or verse by Paul
Heyse, cach story by Spielhajeen, is expected and
greeted as an event in town and countyy through
the entire length and breadth of Germany, There
is a rush to the theatre whenever Lrast von Wil-
denbruch places on the stage one of his vigorous,
though as yet humorless and insufficiently pointed,
dramas.  Several reviews, like Rodenberg's
Deutsche Rundschan and Paul Lindaw'’s Nord und
Sitd, have a large sale, and they rarely publish
anything that would not pass muster, for style or
thought, in French and English periodicals of the
same class.  And yet a feeling of impatience sits
brooding over the nation, as if greater and mose
successful effosts were wanted and expected of its
writers, Some say that the genius of literary pro-
duction has been dwarfed by the one sided modern
expression of greatness in this country ; or quench-
ed by the fury of party contests ; or flurried by the
uncestainty of coming European events; or
deflected from its legitimate and God-given path
by pessimism, to the great expounder of which,
Schopenhauer, a statue is about to be erccted in
Frankfort. All, or any, or nonc, of these expla-
nations may be right. But the fact remains.—
George vors Bunsen, in Murray's Magazine.

ITis then of vital consequence to us that our
short weckly hour ghall Le used in the most cffi-
cient manner, that we shall put into it as much as
it is capable of holding, and so gain the utmost
resuit which can begot from it, in making surc that
the children, 26 far as they are capable, shall be well
instructed Christians, withaknowledgeofdistinctive
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Church doctrine and its practical beating on their
duties, and on their daily lives. Nowwe know what
satisfaclory progress can be made in the too rare
instances where chiliren come to us who have had
some careful teaching at home from a jood
mother, or from a schoal where a good teacher has
had the opportunity of influencing them in these
matters,  Such a pupil reccives your lessons with
0 much greater interest and capacity, Ile already
knows much of the Scriptural precepts, characters
and narrctives, and some of the great lessons to be
learned from them can be the more readily en-
forced.  Now it seems worth our while to eaquire
whether we cannot secure in the large majority of
the children this greater preparcdness, which is
now only found in the few, to enter upoen your
special instructions, and in this way to render the
weekly Jessons still more prolific of good results
than it is now ; and whether you cannot sze that
a greater amount of such teaching is provided for
those who, frotn whatever causc, are neither gather-
cd into the Sunday Schools nor taught at home.
Let us then bear in mind the fact that the great
majority of the children we are specially interested
in our Sunday Schools, are also pupils in public
schools. These schools, like our Sunday Schools,
arc everywhicre, and are teaching the saechildren.
So far as schooling goes therefore, you and the
public $3chool teacliers are operating on the same
minds. Isit not desirable to ascertain whether
the public school teacher and the Sunday School
teacher can, without going beyond their respective
spheres, work in hanmony, and how far this co-
operativn now exists? It is hardly necessary for
us to discuss at this time any question invohing an
alteration of the general school system of the Pro-
vince. There are other times and places where
such matters may be propesly and usefully debated.
My object is rather o assist, as far as may be, in
directing attention to what is possible now, and
under the present conditivns, It may be as well,

whatever ideal any onz may prc(cr and way advo-
cate, not to let slip the opportunities Tor good that
lic at our hands, We need not wait for changes
ot improvements which may or may not be attain.
able before doing what we can at the present
moment. To those who desire fundamental
changes in the public school system, I may say,
“¢ Your object will not be promoted by neglecting
the means at present available,”  The more inti-
mate ont's practical acquainiance with what is now
attainable, the more intelligently would one be
able to propose something Lettee—From an Esscy
by Alex. Marling, Esy., read before the Toronto
Church Sunday School Association, in the Chapel
of Holy Trinity Church, Toronto, Feb. r0th, 1877,
and Contributed to lhe *¢ Evangelical Church-
man,”

1IN the discussion of the education estimates use-
ful reference might have been made to the intro-
ductory part, just published, of 2 special report on
industrial and Ligh art cducation in the United
States. . . . The editor of the volume, Mr. Isaac
Edwards Clarke, uses the copious evidence of the
backwardness of art instruction in the States as an
excuse for American industrial shortcomings. lle
pleads for an cducational retorm as thesole way of
tredeeming Americanmanufactutesandlifefromtheir
present reproach. . . . Art cducation is to be en-
couraged in the United States, as clsewhere, for
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higher reasons than an escape from an imaginary
thraldom to alien wmanufactures.  Drawing, as the
teporter on public achool portfolios at Philadelphia
aliserves, is & most eflicient instrument of school
cducation, It furnishes 2 discipltne at once of
mind, eye, and hand. Mr. Clarke is far from for-
getting the nobler arguments for the promotion of
art education, though his protectionist learning
occasionally leads bim astray, 1le appends to his
compilation of staustics a series of eloquent essays,
izt which he inculcates the need of it as an indis-
pensable clement of general culture.  He reminds
his countrymen of the peculiar danger attending
the neglect of any part of the apparatus of civiliza-
tion in a republic based on universal suffraze, with
an actual ingredient of two million illiterate votess
out of ten.  lle upbraids them with the utter dis-
proportion between Awmerican and British expen-
diture on art education during the past thirty years,
The sesult, he confesses, is thal America now
occupies the place at the bottam of the list of
prosperous communitics without taste which, a
gencration ago, belonged 10 England.  England,
from the fag-end of the list, has mounted aloft, so
that French public men complain of a victorious
invasion of French matkets by English art wares,
Mr. Clarke, very sightly, will not concede that
Awerican arntistic inferiority comes from abscnce
of indigenous capacity. e can point to a multi-
tude of proofs of mental ingentity in proof of the
improbability that the defect is duc to natural
incompetence.  The gross neglect by the State in
America, on which he dwells, of appliances such
as are employed in Great Britain for the develop-
ment of artistic aptitude offers itself to him as
ground fos hope of a remedy. American educa-
tion, he shows, has hitherto given no chance to
native actistic instincts.  With proper help he sees
no cause for doubt that at least as rapid progress
might be made on his side of the Atlantic as on
this in investing the admirable raw American
material and technical workmanship with the grace
they hitherto have wanted. . . . He knows that
his countrymen, the rich even more than the poor,
remain the dupes of much false art in painting,
decoration, and furniture. But he sees signs of
better things. . . . A schiool of architects is now
arising which has exccuted scveral noble works,
and may be eapected in time to transfonm the
face of American cities,  Mr. Clarke cnumerates a
score of buildings, sclecied by leading American
architects at the invitation of a professional organ,
which deserve to be admired for other qualities
than mere prodigality of outlay and costliness of
material, . . . Mr. Clatke notices with pleasure
the growth, too, of a brick school of architecture,
originated by a genius named Tefft, who dizd
youag. He very wisely singles out for encomium,
as well as capitols and cathedral-like churches,
embodiments of a sense of grandeur and nohility
for less exalted purposes. e has fallen decply in

e with a portal to a drg-goods store, and a shop-

front in Bedford strect, Boston. We wish sin-
cerely that English shop-builders would furnish
Londoners with as good an apology for enthus.
iasm, American architects will earn as warm
gratitude from Englishmen as from American
cducationists if they condescend to discover astyle
of shop aschitecture with something of an idea
ite—T74¢ Times (London, Eng. ).



