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NATURE STUDV IN n1i. Sdn OOLS OF NOVA ScoTiA.

(A Historical Sketch.>
By Dit. A. H. MACKhy, Staperitendent of Education for INosa Scotia,

Halifax, N.S.
A systematic course of oraà and objective study was outlined

ini the first conspertus of a course for the schools of the province,
which was presented to the Provincial Educational Association
at Truro on the 14 th day cf july, i88o, by the Principal at
that time cf the public achools and Academy at Pictou. This
vas don. on the invitation cf Dr. David Allison, t hen Superin.
tendent cf Education for the province. After due discussion the
censpectus wa-q referred te a committes for simplification and pre-
sentation at the. convention held the next year, where it vas fur-.
timer discussed and passed, practically in the form ini which it vas
soon after prescribed by the Council et Public Instruction for the
first eight grades cf the public school system, known as the com-
nmon school grades, in the year MBi.

lu 1887 "IlThe Educational Review," which has ever since
boom continuouslyipublished at St. John, N. B , 9 as started with
the ebject cf developing the Nature Study side cf the course, as
well as sering incidentally as a teachers' ergan for the. Atlantic
provinces cf Canada. lllustrated lessons on maturaI objects were
prepared, the. most continuous beimg the series under the title
111Ferndale Schoel." The whole environument cf common schol
lif. was more or les covered, instruction tor teachers on varieus
subjects, includlhg even the eveming sky, which vas illustrated by
a series et star maps. The Feradale monoes dealt with the biolog-
ical sie mainly ; but other pages covered mineralogy, physical

pemena of ceo-mon range, and se, ferth, before amy general
effort appearb te have been made in the. educational prou cf the.
ether provinces et Canada.

A flîtle later, igou, a Science building was erected in connec-
tion with the. Provincial Normal School; and the. Provincial Schiool
of Agriculture founded byr the Goveroment a few years earlier,
vas thon more cemplete1y allated with it. An extra course of
two yoars in the sciences umderlyiog the art cf agriculture vas
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