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1 find that the snow on open grousd was practicaly gon
is year on Ma"c rnd, whîch gave the. birds g days to bauid

ind prepare before laying la otiier years tiiere in usually smow
mach later than this ; for instance, in s901, the. winter's coverisg
was ail melted on Mfatch à5th. and ina ugoo, about April 25th. It
ws evident fromt tii., dates tlut tis Lark is a species of which
certain lodividuals are much infiuenced by the. state of the weather,
am-t&ou-gh a number of other pairs observed this seaso@, were
on April mud stili feeding in couples. and evidently sot nestlsg as
yet. On the. other iiansi the majority of birds seen along the
roaduides b.twee Match mmad and alth were single males whose
matas were pirobably, esgaged in the. tank of incubation.

Tihe osly other bird we have that regulary breeds ver>' early,
a the. Great Homtid Owl, and usfortunatey the. local data at baud
from which we cas malle a coiai- with the. Larks, are-

eaceedlsly meagee cossisting cf the. record cf twomses f eggs l
198 MWd ose in 1goî.

0f course ose would naturally epect that large birds vould
be more slowly influenccd by aboormal conditions of weather tua.
would small oses, sud the. data Of tiies 3 set fuillY confirml this
Molusao. ls igoi, whes the. snow loft us os Mardi â5th, and
whe so Larks'.ggsppo6.dmy, were laid belore Match M8t or 3oth.
1 took a set of Great liorned Owl, coosistisg of zaeggs, almost
freuii, on March igth, six days before thesmowh"dvanisi.d on the
open levais ; whereas, tuis y.ari a setof two was tale usea LndoS
on Match m5th, of which ose was almost fresh and the. otiier had
been incubated for perhaPS 4 or 6 days. These two eggs were
probably- laid about Match î8th and sentd, aft.r over two weelis cf
brigiit warm weatiier with the. grouad free of snow, sud four or
five days later than the. date of tiiose fousd before the snow had

vi in tii. previous yeat. These sets were both taken fromn
opien nomt, that of 1901 from a sat built by a crow ina gno, and
that of 1908 tro a sat of undecidied ofigis.

The atiier set front igos, "ls confirme the conclu"io that
these birds du sot regard tii. w.ather but in a diferent way. It
---ssLsd of 3 egg, MWd waS takeu on Match ust, front a bale in
a bamswood stub, 482 fet above tii. grousd. Two of diese eggs
wer addled, but the s"i of tihe otier ose wms ip pedl sud the.


