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0111 CL{UII A'N» POLITIOS.
Political men and their iiewspaper orýgans clahn the peculiar and ex-

*.clusive privilege of' being tlie sole expositors of' public opinion, and the
direefors of' that opinion iii ail mnattcrs affeeting the mnaterial prosperity of
-Our country, as well as the sole guardians of' Our rigits and privileges as
Britisli subjeets. Thcre is also a strange anioiialy that soine of the
,ýmallest dcnorninations or churches exert ovcr these partizams a powerful
inifluenice, whvlist our church. lias no influence at al, notivitilstanding Our
numbers and position. We have often rerctted the passage of iwhat WC
niay terni Ilthe sclf'-denying ordinanciie," by our Conf'crcnce in refercace
to the organ of' our chureh, in forbiddirîg the advoeacy of imiportant poli-
tical principi1es;. Perhaps it wvas just and nccessary at the timie; but ive
really cannot, in the prcsent state of our country, and the aspect of ifs
efairs, sec that sucli an abnegation of riglit, -%vc miglht Say of' duty, is
any longer advisable, or justifiable.

No idea. eau be more untenable and opposcd to, trutbi, than that, ho-
,cause the primiary cause and chief end of' our connection as a cliureh is
religious, and thiat our fn-st and constant duty i, religions instruction, and
religlous developnicnt, and religions adranceinent, thiat tiiere are no se-
condary diffes incuaibent, and thesc. not very reinotely related to the
weightier matters, and whicli a eas-uist wvould find liard to separate,-
being about as closely conncted as the second part of the great command.


