
THE GREAIT WVESTERNV GO UVTRY

7WO days of travel over a railway that hias muchi to boast of'
Sin engineering skill, but wvhichi traverses a desolate wilder-

ness, brings one from Montreal to Winnipeg. Tsvo days on the
great lakes, part of w'hich may afford most of the passengers
niany of the evils of an ocean voyage, deepen the impression o?
the ail-rail journey, that our Dominion is divided into at least,
two great sections-East and West. Possibly it is înaccurate to-
speak of even Winnipeg as w'est, seeingy that it~ stands înidway
between Montreal and the Pacifie coast. But one can hiardly be
w'rong in regarding Winnipeg as the gateway to an immense
territory, separated by permanent barriers from the older pro-
vinces o? the East. As the focus o? a rallway system radiating
ever more wideIy, as the distributing centre for great wvholesale
houses, as the clearing exehange for banks, and as the head-
quarters of the whcat business, Winnipeg is to- day the great
city o? Western Canada, and its present importance bas a great,
ciaim on the future. However optimistie the Westerner mnay be,
lie seems to1 e buildingr bis castles on solid earth when lie stakesl
out the future of bis capital, even though hie may have to mort-
gage comin days.

In every wvay this new city bias set a good standard for the
developing life o? the great prairie country. Substantially built,
well laid out broad streets, lined wvitli handsome places o? busi-
ness, arc an index o? the great volume of trade that flows through
its commercial channels. It niay be taken as a good type of a
distinctively Canadian city. Numerous and conspicuous school
buildings are a wituless to the high place that education lias held
fronm the very beginningiîn the esteem of those whio wandered
wvestw'ard for their home. Fortunately I- have no reputation
as -a) prophet se that 1 have noue to lose, but even if I had, the-
risk w'ould not be great in v'enturing to predict that in the not.
very distant future Winnipeg wvill be one of the intelletual,
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