
RBMINISCENACES.

T HiE history of our Maritime Presbyterianism is yet largely unwrit-.ten. The heroio nmen, now nearly ail vanished, whose busy and
self-sacrificing lives were devoted to the planting and watering of our-
Young church, wvere se niuch occupied in tlieir work, that they did not evezi,
think of the Jiistory they were makin'g. They had no time to gather
and record it. Enough for thieni te, have unconsciously he'vn out the-
mnaterials. Whien some later hand, providenialy raised up for the-
wvork, shial have gathered those materials and built thern into a shapely
and solid structure, znany a humble iiame shall have placed around it iii
the siglit of men, the lialo of glory -whichi already adornis it ini the siglit
cf the Master.

Forty years is net a long period iii the Iiistory of a church ; yet the
last forty years hiave wroughit 'vonderful changes in the condition of our
Maritime Presbyterianisin. At that time three snxall bodies, vigorous
and hopeful it is truc, but soinetimes jealous and fretful and ill-tein-
pered towards one another, were eachi for itself, grappling Nvitli diffi-
culties, which are feit te-day te he ail but toc great for the conibined
energies cf the united three. Those wvhose recollections reacli back se
far, vilI net have forgotten our difficulties in those days cf division
and strife. It is neither pleasant nor profitable te recall the hostile
feelings engendered or the bitter wvords spoken wvlien Preshyterian
opened fire upon Presbyterian, and brethiren cherishizzg the saine faithi
huried inaledictions at one aiiether. Far more agreeable it is te retrace
the means by whicli the brethren Nvere drawn into dloser fellovsliip,.
anid the breachies and scars cf our ecciesiatical systeni were Ilealthfully
and ]appily healed.

0f the three bodies forming the constituent elernents of our newv
united church, the first in the :field wvas the Presbyterian Church. cf
Nova Scotia. At the tinie cf which wve Nvrite, this branch cf the church,
lhad been in the field for more than haif a century, and the first heroie
band cf missionaries had nearly all passed away. McGrregor and Mc-
Cullocli and Wadde.11, and Ross and -Mitchell, and Robson, had, finished
their labours ; and net a few cf their yeunger ccli dagues, such as Kerr
and Walkzer, and Roy and Sprett, and Crowe and Trotter and MýcKinlay,
were far advanced in life. A large number cf the third generation, such.
as the younger Rosses, M11cCuhloch, XVaddell,., lýXçQre-,gr, Campbell and..


