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HERBERT SPENCER.

Mr. Herbert Spencer, the eminent English philosophical
writer, arrived in this country August 21. He has long desired
to visit America, but has been deterred from the undertaking
by his very imperfect health, and his apprehensions of the
effect of the Atlantic voyage. He landed in a very exhausted
condition, and declining all social engagements and ex-
citeraent, went quietly away to the mountains to rest and re-
cruit,

Mr. Spencer was born in Derby, England, in 1820. His
father was a teacher, a man of culture, of independent views,
which he carried out in the education of his son. His funda-
mental principle in teaching was that only what the pupil
does for himself is really valuable to him, and hence he labored
to establish inquiring and self-reliant habits in the mind of
his pupils rather than to help them to passive acquisitions.
Young Spencer was educated on this principle in his boyhood
by his father, and afterward by his uncle, an English clergy-
man, He early took to mathematics and science rather than
to classical studies, and instead of going to Cambridge, as his
uncle, a university man, desired, he went into railroading, as
a civil engineer, at the age of seventeen, The great railroad
reaction of 1845 threw him out of business, and he then took
to a literary career.

Mr. Spencer is perhaps most widely known by the little
work on education, which was contributed first to the Reviews
and issued as a book in 1860. Itis written largely from the
point of view of his own experience in methods of study, and
13 8o strenuously favorable to the study of science, and so prac-
tically valuable as a guide to self-education, that it fell in
with the tendencies of the age, and has exerted a very wide
influence upon individual minds and upon practical ‘school
instruction, as shown by the fact that it has passed through
many editions, and has been translated into a great number of
languages in all quarters of the world.

Mr. Spencer's(}ife has been outwardly uneventful, and the
world is interested in him solely as a thinker and a represent-
ative of great modern ideas. In this respect there has been a
remarkable unity in his intellectual career. No more striking
example can be found of a man working on from his youth
through life in a broad but continuous line of research, although
from the number and diversity of the fields he has had to tra-
verse, there has arisen the notion that he has a great propensity
to write upon everything. The simple fact is that he early
got possession of a new all-comprehensive principle, and has
spent his life in working it out in all directions.

In 1842, at the age of twenty-two, young Spencer published
a pamphlet on The Proper Sphere of Government, an ethical
disoussion of individual rights and public duties. This ger-
minal exposition was developed into a volume, and published
in 1850 under the title of Sozial Statics. This book was an
attempt to establish a scientific basis for private and publie
morals. Finding that the subject demanded far more exten-
sive treatment, he projected a series of works, scientific in
method, to bring out this view, and the last of them is a
treatise on the Principles of Morality, of which the Data of
Ethics has been recently published. He is thus upon.the
same track of thought that he entered forty years ago, and all
his intermediate labor has been pursued with distinct reference
to the final result.

But this alone will not account for Spencer’s hold upon the
thought of the age. He is widely known as the philosopher
of evolution, but he was led into the investigation of this
great doctrine by the necessities of his studies in ethical
science. His first pamphlet is full of the idea of progress and
adaptability in man and his social relations. In Social Statics
the idea of evolution, though vaguely presented, has become
the key to the discussiqn, and from 1850 on, Mr. Spencer
made the working out of this doctrine his great object. This
he did at first in a fragmentary way. Having to get his living
by writing, he made nuierous contributions of articles to
leading reviews from 1850 to 1860, all implying, illustrating,
or expounding the evolutionary principle in a large number of
its aspects and applications. He then projected the Synthetic
Philosophy, in ten volumes, as a twenty years’ work to develop
the doctrine of evolution, and has been at it ever since. To
show how far in advance he was of all other thinkers in this
field, it may be stated that he had written more ‘than thirty
elaborate articles in the chief Eunglish reviews, all bearing
upon evolution (although by the ruls of those reviews unfor-
tunately anonymous), and had drawn up a detailed scheme of
the evo¥ution philosophy in the exact logical order which he
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has since followed, and all this before Mr. Darwin had P9
lished a word upon the subject. o

M. Spencer’s health gave way in .the year 1855, after th.
appearance of his Principles of Psychology, perhaps his P
foundest work, and which was written in eleven months:
After this he could do nothing for a year and a half, and he
has been troubled with sleeplessness and much nervous iffi¥’
ation ever since. iis main business for twenty-five years _%
been to economize his vital forces for the continuance O hl:
work. All his books and letters are dictated, and at the ¢S
he has been able to give but about three hours a day tohs
amanuensis. He seeks relief from the strain of thought by
recreations such as billiards, concerts, and country excursion®
and has found social excitements so disturbing that he has be®
compelled very much to restrict them., 8

In social intercourse Mr. Spencer is easy and agreeable. H.
is a ready and interesting talker, though his capacity for fl
ciety small-talk is slender. If conversation engages him, &
he is in a vigorous condition, his talk is impressive and oft®®
brilliant ; but as such excitement generally costs him SI“P:
he is apt to decline and avoid serious subjects on social "
sions. Indeed, he is more and more compelled in these lf‘me
days to avoid all argument and exciting discussion, and if b
is very much compelled to do so while in this countrys
friends must credit it to his low physical condition, an!
member that he regrets it more than anybody else,

E. L. YoUuMANS-
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‘ MEN'S NAMES.

The study of men’s names is as curious as it is interestit®’
Arbitrary as they seem to-day, they all had their gource €¥V"
dently in some fitting fact. Mauy English surnames expre
the county, estate, or residence of their original bearers ;
Burgoyne, from Burgundy ; Cornell, or Cornwallis, from Cor?
wall ; Fleming, from Flanders ; Gaskin, and Gascoyne, fro®
Gascony ; Hanway, from Hainault ; Polack, from Polant’
Welsh, Walsh, and Wallis, from Wales ; Coombs, Compto?
Clayton, Sutton, Preston, Washington, from towns in tP°
county of Sussex, England,

Camden, the antiquary, says every village in Normany hes
surnamed some FEnglish family. Dale, Forest, Hill, Woo%
and the like, are derived from the character or situation ©
those who first bore the names. "

The prefix *‘atte,” or “at,” goftened to * a,” or ‘' ah
helped to form a number of names, Thus, if a man lived on
a moor, he would call himself A ttemoor or Attmoor ; if nesf o
gate, Attegate or Agate. John atte the Oahs was in due t’u;,
ghortzned intolJohn Noaks ; Poter at the Seven Oaks into PeP

nooks. :

Byfield, Byford, Underhill, and Underwood, indicated %"
dences originally, In old English applegarth meant orchs™
whence Applegate and Appleton; chase, a forest; clivér
cliff ; olough, a ravine; cobb, a harbour; whence th®
names. .

The root of the ubiquitous Smith is the Anglo-Saxon ,mltol]l‘
to smite. It was applied primarily to blacksmiths, Wh“l
wrights, carpenters, masons, and smiters or strikers in geﬂ"";
Baker, Taylor, Butler, Coleman (coalman), Draper, CowP®’
(cooper), Cutler, Miller, and the rest, plainly denote occ‘lp?
tions. Latimer is from latiner, a writer of Latin. Lorimer f
a maker of spurs and bridle-bits; Arkwright, s maker °.
chests; Lander, contracted from lavandier, a wnsherwt)ﬂ}“n.’
Banister, the keeper of a bath ; Kidder, a huckster; Waits
minstrel ; Crocker, 8 potter. .

Such names as Baxter and Bagster are the feminine of b&k”e;
‘Webster, or Webber, of weaver, which shows that these trad
were first followed by women, and that when men begal
take them up they for some time kept the feminine names.

Steward, Stewart, or Stuart, Abbot, Knight, Lord, Bis‘,"’:ﬁ
Prior, Chamberlain, Falconer, Leggett (legate), either sigﬂ'ﬁ o
what the persons so-styled were, or wers given them in jost e
derision, like the names King, Prince, and Pope. The ter®”
nation ‘‘ ward” indicates a keeper, as Durward, door-keep"rr'
Huyward, keeper of the town cattle ; Woodward, forest-keope™

Many Welsh names, naturalized in English, are from pﬁf'o';
al traits, as More, great ; Duff, black ; Vaughan, little ; L83
slender ; Mole, bald ; Gough, red. 14

Surnames, now apparently meaningless, had meaning in ,0”
English and provincial dialects. Brock, for instance, sigmﬁ L
badger; Talbot, Mastiff ; Todd, fox ; Culver, pigeon; Be*
shaw, young heron ; Coke, cook.
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