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1L, Tug Savkn Conviriow, 3. Thowu shalt preserve me, v, 7.
1. Blessed. ., transgression i forgiven, v, 1, Tu his pavilion, P"“]"" 9. 5.
Being justified by fuith, Ko, 5, 1. 4. Hercy ehall compam him, . 8
Goodness and merey,  Psalm 23, 6,
2. The Lord imputeth not iniguity. v, 2, 5. Beglad in the Lord, v, 11,
Not imputing their trespasses, 2 Cor, 5, 19, Rejoice evermore, 1 Thess. 5. 16,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

David was now about fifty years old, and had reigned as king nearly twenty years, The nation was
highly prosperous, I'ere were no rebellions ut home, The brilliant victory of our last lesson was sue-
ceeded by the siege of Rabbah in the following spring, Then, when “all Israel " wos massed at the
metropolis of the Ammonites, striking deathly blows for king and country, David turried at Jerusalem,
This was one sceret of his downfall. From his youth he had been a may of war,  Noeall to the field "
needed repetition, Now when he could hear it und sleep he waus morally sick, though he knew it not,
Prosperity had brought sloth and selt-indulgence in jts train.  The double erimes of adultery and murder
were committed (2 Sam, 11). Some months after Urial’s death Joub sent to David the message con-
tained in 2 Sam, 12, 27, 28. The king went to Rubbuh, wag successtul, and returned, Bathsheba's child
was born a little later, and then came Nuthun's visit, By a beautiful parable Nathan #ot the king
by condemning another to condemn himself unconsciously, The sentence pronounced by God and the
subsequent death of the child brought Dayid t, the deepest and sincerest repentance.  In Psulm 51, sup-
posed to huve been written at this time, we read the carnest pleadings of g broken and contrite heart,
ucknowledging terrible guiltand praying for merey and pardon, Having obtained forgiveness, he describes
in to-duy's lesson the happiness of one restored to the divine fuvor A5 contrasted, in his own experience,
with the misery of an impeniteny concealment of gin, Like Paul (1 Tim, 1. 16) he represents his own
experience of forgiveness us designed to be an example and clcouragement to others, Iis erime must be
Judged from his times, his Surroundings, und from the standpoint of his repentance and sorrow,  If the
Bible unveils the sin in bold details, it also shows how Duvid’s whole after-life was darkened by the
shadow of that great eclipse. It is seen that even in the case of God's friends “sorrow tracketh wrong
as echo follows Song, on, on, on.” The chief emphasis should bhe placed on repentance, pardon, and the
cffort to help others, Thus from the durk depths of blackest sin the way will be revealed to thorough for-
giveness, fullest Joy, and subsequent usctulness, By Augustine this psalm was deemed so precious that
during his Jast illness he caused it to be written upon the wall of his chamber, opposite 1,is couch, so that
his eyes might cusily rest upon its cox rting sentences,

Verses 1, 2. Blessed. The word is plural, | is no longer reckoned against the offender, (3)
O the blessednesses ! denoting the multitude of bless- | Let ug yot brood over sins which God vefuses longer
ings which accompany pardon, (1) Though ours | to look at. In whose spirit there is no guile,
may not be the joy of angels who have never sinned, | No deception of himself; ny dissembling toward
we mu.://:m:n*tlublem'/nmq/'thr'rbr_//ireu. Trans- | God. (4) Zhere ous be no forgiveness without sin-
gression means crossing a boundary ; ¢ breuking cority on our part,
fuith 3 » £, lingaway ; breaking God's law by enter- This verse and thenext shed light on David's
ing the forbidden fields of sin. Sin in, literully, ¥y and show that before Nuthan approached
tiissing amark ; deviation fromapath, The word | him with his pointed parable Sam. 12) his con-
for iniquity conveys the idea of distortion, ¢ per- | science was aetive and his life wretehed from re-
version,” and contrusts the crooked ways of siuners | morse, Kept silence. Silent before d, but
with the straight line of duty, (2) However varied | not silent to himself, My bonmes. Iiis guilty
the aspect of sin, its original is the same. To Meet | seeret wore away Lis life's foundations.  Youthfy]
these ixpeets of sin we have o threefold deseription spirits departed, and ol uge came suddenly, because
of f cness.  Is forgiven, The burden of sin of mental agony. Roaring, Tl chained lion
is tuken away and the heart made o feel glad and seemed to be an apt figure of his owninward groan-
free.  Wihien this takes place the sinner is regarded | ing becuuse of uncon fessed sin,
and treated as if he had neversinned, The teacher 4. Day and night. Through the day his
should niake pliin to the scholurs how forgiveness royal robes covered an aching heart ; night brought
is obtained for them, Covered. Sothat its foul- ‘ heavier shadows to s burdened soul, Washeavy
ness no longer meets the ceyeof the judge. ¢ Hiq. ! Upon me, Partly by remorse of conscience, partly,

i rhaps, by actual sickness. God's chastisement

den,” not from memory, but from Jjudgment, Ime pel
puteth not, Asthe cunceling of a debt which is always in love, My moisture, Like o plant




