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Society's house;- and the colporteurs averywhere, and the missionaries, who
proclaim. the tidingas of the Book ; and I niust mention the Association secre-
taries, and tho deputations. What a great deai dependa uipon those, and
wliat a blessing they givr, to us in the country! Old Mr. iBrandrarn, and
George Edwards-1 wvish hie would corne to Lichtield again. And 1 love te
mention the naine of Mr. Wingild-hiow titat mani lived and loved and
worked for titis Society 1 Let us thank God for all these, and, above ail, let
us thank Godl for those wonderfi transiators of the Word of God ; what do>
we not owe to themn 1 My lat worcls shall be thiese: Aay God bless the

ISociety's labourera, and the Society that employs thern 1

I3RITISfl AND ÉiO1RE[GN BIBLE SOCIETY.

STrATISTICAL SUMM1NA1tY 0F TIUE FINANCE AiÇD ISSUES 0F THE YHAR188.

The Society's statistics for tite year ending March 81 do not l)resent se
favourable ati aspect as in recent ydears. Tihis is chiefiy owilg to the excep
tionally higli ligures of 1888, wlien the pecuniary receipts were exceptionaily
bigli, and the issues were the largest over reported. The free income airounts
to £113,870 17s. 4d., derived froin annual subsoriptions, donations, legaciep,
collections, dividends, interest and exclhanges, and Free Contributions. Tho
total is £34,986 4s. 5d. less titan iii the year pireceding,. Thiere is a diminu-
tion ini ail the itemns, except two, but the oniy serious reduction is ini legacies,

î which, wliile equal to the average, fall short of those of 1888 by £80,208 sis. 2d.
For tItis the Coiimittee %vere f ully prepared, iuismiuci as it 1888 the legacies
were more tItan double the averaigo, arising frein the receipt of severai

1unu8uaîiy large bequeats. A decline froui. tis source, however, does net
ioccasion the Committee uni;ngled regret, for, while augmentation of income
ifroin whatever quarter, is acceptable, tlîet is the ieast se which iraplies thej
loas of living friends.

Tltere is one sl,,,It increase whioh te Commiittee viev ivith great
satisfaction, viz., in the free, contributions, witiclt are the product of the

i remittances fromn tîte Auxilitaries. For several years these have shotvn a
imarked tendency te retrograde and aitnoughi the advance is iînali, amounting
only to £54, it indicates, the Conitnitte hope, tîtat the ebb lias reached its
Iiest limit, and the tide lias atgain. begun te floiw. The receipts front sales

i share tite generai clecadence, but only in a siai degree. They amnount -to
1£98,677 18s. 11d., of whicli surit the Homne antd the Foreign sales contribute
sin aimost exactiy similar proportion. Tie decreaso as comparcd ivith 1888 je
£3,765 6s Id. Tho decline iii the Hlonte receipts is principaliy accouritedl for

i by the cessation of the sale of the Jubilce Bible and Testament,, and by the
i essened demand for the Penny Testantient-the benevolent objects fer
which this popular edition, ivas publishied having now been iieariy accoin-
piished. The lessenied receipts freux abroad are te a considerable extent

iexplained by the greater act*Lvity of sente Continental Biblh Societies, a fact
i which the Conimiittee regard with unfeigned pleasure, an . wvbich is mainly
sdue te tite stimulus wv]ich tItis Society lias aflbrded. Tite total receipts froni

i ail sources 1ree Theorne i Sales, including £101 14s. 4d. from the .Rox-
burgit Fund ; and £5 às. front special donations for printing the Seriptures

-anount ce £212,655 15s. 7id. The expenditure for thte year lias been
£226,164 14s. 5d., ait increase ever 1888 of £1,441 4s. 8d., au-d £13,508 18s.
10d. in excese of the receipts. 1

Uninteresting, and te sente, pcrlmaps, unintelligible, as these financial
istatistics appear, there is a view of then wvhicî will be understood and

i appreciated by al'. The Olturcît lias ehowni its desire tiat the worid shouid
possees tite Bible by gif te ar-ouitting to £118,977 ; and the worid lias ehown
i itdesire for tue Bible by pi, iing £9à,677 te possess it.
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