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THE FIRST LEO.

wveig-ht of majesty, and high authority, and is more
immediately suggrestive of a beneficent and far-re.ach-

* ing influence than that ofa~ny other leader, religious
or politicai, known ta the civilized worlci to-day. So miuch bas
been wrouglit for it flot alone by the reflected giory of the vast1
spiritual sovereignty vested in hini who bears it; nor yet by the
lustre it inherits from bygone agzes when aLlier Leos lived ta do
it honour; bui.l aso, in great part, be iL said, by the blameless life,
the unconînon capacity, and the unequivocal political pre-eminence
of the pzesent illubtnious Roman Pontiff. Not Catholiçs alone,
but ail classes of Chnistians, and even i.nfldels have obeyed an
irresistible impulse, duiing the course of recent events, by publicly
niainifestin- their respectful admiration for this great central figure
0f Our times.

The numeral after the pre:sent Leb's name, informs us that he
shares it with a goo dly ninber of predecessors, and naturally ex-
cites a certain degree of laudable curiosity concerning the first
prelate %vho introduced into the chair of Peter, a title destined ta
be so muchi favoured, and always honourab!y borne by Inter suc-
cessors to the dignity gr the Pontificate. We must travel b*ack


