
I - - THEf RIURAL CANADIAN.
ho weuld have mot with success, with time
and practice; but courage and porsoveratico
failed hum.

Tho conditions of success in farming are
quito as comp!eoc as in any other cailing. No
Iazy, liffless mani, wliU druads the drudgary of
thinking and working, can over become a
successful fariner. Neither wiil a more
acquaintance with the idons and practicos of
our best progressive farmers wvarrant euccess
There must bu practical experience un the
farin, some degrec of practicai work, and con-
stant oversight ana attendance by the owner.
Many failtures resuit froin thu lack of this,
especially with n'en who disditin to learn the
ways of commun overy-day farmners, in the
assurance that they can do as well or a gruat
deal botter. This ie a great mistake. If any-
thing needs improving, a first requisite is te
understand thoroughly its methods and man-
agement. À maxi who wvieies te become a
superior fariner must first learn how te be a
geod common fariner; until this ie 1earn.-d, it
ie best at first to attempt ne innovations on
the established ways of the neighbourhood.
Undoubtediy improvements are possible, but
it is botter te let thein be suggested by practi-
cal experience. This mnay possibly not accord
with the ideas of " young Amorican " progress,
but it will be sure, and may save a mertify-
ing failure. Having becoxue a common f'ariner,
there is more hope that one xnay become a
superior fariner. Thought,economy and work
wvill usually mnako success pretty certain.
Work is only the fulfillingy of the original de-
cree passed upon mani; trying tu avoid it ie
one cause of ha-rd times and failure , wher. we
ail work and economize te the best of our
abulity, we shall le a happier and more pros-
perous community.- W. H. Wlrite, in Courntry
Gentletan. ______

FARMIERS' HOURS 0F .TABOR.

If the fariner could complote bis labors by
working ten heurs a day, ho would have
more time for readin, investigation and
thought, and thus ho wvould be botter prepar-
ed te direct his labor in a manner te, secure
the largest return possible. Ho who works
froxu daylight until dark bas but littie turne
and ne disposition te read much, and there-
fore is very likely te faîl behind the times,
and te direct bis labeur in a manner that fails
te securo the beat resuits.

There are but few, if any occupations, that
more surely pay fer the ime spont ini thought-
fuI reading and investigation than farxning;
thorefore ho who sponda se many heurs at
work on the fari that there is ne time left
for study. is wearing eut his physical enorgies
te a great disadvantage.

Some fariners have leamned that less work
and more thought secures larger returns at
the end of the year. An intelligent fariner
with hie eyes opon canixot visit other intelli-
gent farmers without learning somothing te
his advaxitage se great that it will more than
pay for the time and expense ef the visit.
Farmers should lie quite as independont as
those whe follew other occupations, and
should net feel tnat thoy are obligea to work
se niany heurs that thero is ne time for social
enjoyment or intellectual, ixnprevement.

If it is tmie, as it la asserted, that it ba been
found by actual test that i many occupa-

tiens the laborer can performu more work in a
yoar by working ton heurs a day thaxi ho cati
by working sixteon, thore ean lie littie doulit
that it would lic botter for the fiirmer te woî k
ton heurs, and occupy thre of' tho six heurs~
in reading, investigation anîd thougit, on sub-
jects relating te the production of crops.

With the. niany improvedl machines wbichi
have been introduced un tie farta during thu
lm~t few years, there is nu danger but the t'ar-
mer can greatly reduce the heurs of labeur,
and ntill obtairi a larger produet frein bis
farm tlum ho forinerly did.

The redluction of the heurs of labor will net
oniy givo the fariner monre timo for moral,
social and intellectual 'mprovoment, but it
wvill make bis calling more respected, and vill
keep a largor portion of the boys on the farin.
-Massciu.gett8 Plou0 hman.

TH1E SNO W FLA (E.

There are a groat variety of forme in the
snow-flake, although nearly ail of theni, in
some respects, resomble a star. The figure
belowv, froin Muller, shows a few of the flakes
or crystals, ail of which belong to the hexa-
gonal systein. Thoy vary greatly in appoar-
axice, and would furnish goed patterns for
embroidery. Indoed we believe, most persons
obsorving the eut without the accompanying
explanations, wou.ld refer it te the ladies'

department as figures for lace-work, xnuch
sooxier timan to the departinent et' Natural
Pbilosphy. The crystallization of liquids is a
curieus phonomenon, and the forint of beauty
thus preduced are by ne means limited te
snow. The frost viork on the window panes
surpasses ail the works ot' art, and the saîts,
shîootingy irito crystais under the microscope,
have captivated maxiy a young philosopher.
Snow is a tbing of infinite utility as weli as
beauty. Its noxi-conducting proporties serve
te retain the calorie of the earth, and prevent
tho frost frein penetratingy te a destructive
depth. It wraps mother eartlî lu its fleecy
nantie, and cherishes wvithin ber besoin that
spark o? vital warinth which, at the opening
of spring starts the slumboring vegetation,
inte renewed life. Without adepth oenow ta
proteet the earth, xuaxiy countries, which now
sustain a vigourous population, would forever
romnain regions et' frost anid desolation.

STIABLE FLOORS.

As wixiter is at band, farmers need te look
woll te their stable floors. Years ago a dlay
floor was adhered te by somo, anid such was
the earrîestnoss of' its advocates and the many
arguments brought te bear upoxi it, tliat we
were inçluced, says the Gcm'mantown Tdegrapk,
some twonty years, ago te try it. lIn threo or
four menthe we ha& the pla.nks back again,
being satisfiod o? the disadà'antage o? dlay for

this purpose. Our presnt fleor of plank is
8imnply inciined a little frein front te rear,
wvhoe the usual gutter je meade to carry off tho
liquid vuiditugs. Wu du flot Ijoiove in aand,
coal, a.,hes, ta%ý dust, as4phaltuin, flags8, culible-
stunes, or any of thiesu iudurn dtivicu3 te in-
jure herses. Thus far we have nover noticod
that Luis littie inclitiation w&.3amiy way injuri-
ous, and wve duubt ivhuthur Lime wooden grat-
ing8 that %vu frutl.m-ntly sec placud over the
planking that t3uuaw usie, would lie adviisable,
on the gruund thiat the animal wvould be ne
more cornfortable, while this inevable grating
or sucond flur uîtiglît luad te accidents. WVliex
a person cati keep haumecs in good, sound,
hoalthy condition frum fivo Lu saon yuars, as
wu have dune on a carefully cotistructed plank
flooring inclining a littie te tho rear, it is just
as woll to lie 8atisfied wiLh it. Do what one
will, bobes wiii lie dug by tho stamping of the
feet in the clay, and theso will lie filled with
the inisture, which wiil xiecesss.rily result in
scratches, quarter-crack, etc. If the dlay is
levelled off and boaten down daily, it will
mnake ne difference. Some tinie ago we mn-
speeted a numbor of stables whore many
herses were kept, and we encountered only
one which was composed of anytbing but
wood.

WHY 80MB FARMERS FAIL.

Thoy are net active and industrious.
They are alothfui in everything.
They do net keep up with improvemnts.
Tbey are wedded te, old inethods.
They give ne attention te details.
They think smie11 things net important.
They take ne pleasure in their work.
Thoy regard labour as a misfortune.
They weigh axid measure stingily.
They are Nvasteful and improvident.
They lot their gaLes sag, and fail down.
They wiil net make compost.
They lot their fewls roost ini the trees.
They have ne shelter for stocks.
Thoy do net curry their herses.
They beave tlîeir pleugbs in the field.
They bang tlîeir harnesý, in the dust.
They put off greasing the waggLon.
They starve the caîf and milk-the cow.
They don't know the lient is the clicapest.
They have ne method or system.
They have ne ears for home enterpriso.
They see ne goed in a new thing.
They nover use paint on the farin.
They pro p the barn door witb a rail.
They mil k the cows late lin the day.
They have ne timo te de things weii.
They don't believe in rotation et' crops.
Thoy do net read the best books and news-

papers.-Southem Farnier'8 M3onthily.

A GOOD PAST'URE.

The value of a pasture coxists, irst in* a
close, strong sward. To have this, the sou1
must lie 13rm, fertile, and filled with meisture.
By this we do net mean that it shaîl bie e;
on the contrary, it muet lie the reverse. The
inuisture must be such a8 is held naturally
(mechanically), net the moisture of satura-
tien, but tbat eof vaporization. Thus a perma-
nent pasture should nover bo hea.vily cropped.
until it is well1 set. Henco none of tho tuber-
ous rooted grasses, liko timothy, are suitable
te permanent pastures. Thoy caxinot stand
close cropping nor constant tramping. Pas-
ture grasses, therofore, nmust bu the fibrous
and doep-rooted varieties


