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7'leilfINK FOR FOIWIG'N MI1S-
SION IVORK.

The subject of systematic training for
missionaries who arc going ta the Foreign
field is ane that is now attracting attention
fromt the boards af nearly ail the diflerent
churches. An experience af morz than
twenty years on the Foreign field bas con-
vinced me that much time Is loait by new
mis-%Ionarles because of the lack of that
preparatian whicb might have been receiv-
ed before ieaving the home land. For
Instance, saine who zcz nat habitual students
lose timea nd find great difficulty in acquir-
log tht language because they do flot know
how ta apply ibcmselves ini a systematic
way. Others again, get the language with-
out ranch trouble, but do flot know how ta
enter upon active work. In cases where
the beginner Is williug ta be a Iearner and
put himseii under the tuition of oe aider in
the work, content ta fil! the place oi assist-
ant until he can "go atone," there is nlot
apt ta be much ioss of tirne la gcttlag Into
work, thaugh very mucb depends even bere
on bis fitncss for the varions klnds af work
lint which ha is initiated. But il be Is wlth-
out this paternal care an beginning bis wor!e,
and cubher from inclination or misfortune bas
ta start out an bis own resources, he is con-
stantly making mistakes from lack of kow-
ledge, from doing things the wrong way or
from, trying diffexent klnds af wark. Much
af this might be avoided by a special course
af training belore going ta the ficld.

Hlaviog settled tht importance of this
duty, the next point, that cornes up, is the
kind of training needed. There Is use for
so many and varied kinds af knowledge an
the Foreign field, that anc caun flt bave ton
great a Il diversity ai gifts " ta satisiy ail de-
mands. There are somne things, howcver,
which may be emphaslzed as almost essen-
tiat for successlul work. Spiritual qualifica-
tions are taken for granted In the case af
onc wha feels the cali ta the Foreign field,
and stand bigh aver ail others of practical
kaowledge. Flrst of ail in importance is a
thorougb acquaintance with the Word af
God, and the ability ta explaîn its ordioary
meaning. This is empbatically aur IlBook
of Authority " in ail tbings which we ttach,
and a great part af the Forcign missionary's
work is ta guide and instruct the native
Christians in their investigatious into the
writtcn Word. IIlow can ibis be donc in
any satisiactory way dxiicss the teacher bas
bccn himscii careiully and tboroughiy in-
structed ?

Another important brancb af knowlcdge
is conccted wltb medicine and tht treat-
inent ai simple discases, as well as expert-
ence ini nursing the sick. It aiten happens
tbat onc is far away from a regular physi-
clan and bas ta depcnd on himsclf ln case
af sickness occuriog in bis own housebold,
Io say nothing ai the cndless amaunt ai
gond ta bc accomplishcd aniong the natives
by a limited supply of simple remedies witb
the knowicdge ta use thera judiciously. It
oirco fails ta the lot af a misslonary ta nurse
thase associated witb bum in tht work
tbrough cases af severe and protracted fil-
ness, and a littie experience or traiaing in
this fine wiil save valuable lives ta the
work.

Of course ta those who expect ta engage
in teaching, a reasonable amount of experi-
ence is alniast a necessity, and It hardly
stemns fair ta taire preclaus time an tht field
ta get the experlence whicb should be gain
cd hefore laaving homne.

la addition ta what bas been rncntioned,
ans' practical training in the way ai naannal
work suited ta the spherc af man or waman,
will flot came amiss. If antes lot Is cast la
the Interiar, fur avay frora tht ardinars'
sOurce af suppîs', bis ingtnuity Is taxed ta
the utmost ln furnishing sanie of the niost
cammon thlngs of fle. In sncb cases there

iseems ta et no kind af knowledge wbicb
!dots flot comc into play'. In the lice ai

houstelteplng, for Instance, a wotnan's
qulck wlt and experience bas savedl ber mam-
iI' mucb dlscamiart ; and sa it mîglit be
said af man' otlier thiags.

The nexi point Is ta decide how and
wbere ibis training crin lie obtalaed. In
mnany cases a varied exp2rleace ln the vari-
ns mentioned liaaz makes a course ln a
training scbaol uunecessars'; but ta the v'ouaig
nian or waman ircsh front home or college,
wbase contact witb the iower classes is
limitcd, and wha bas hadl na experience in
home mission warlc, a year or twa ai train-
ing In these kinds of work is worth far mare
titan thetlime test lis the delas' ini getting ta
tht field. For tbis purpose tht establish-
nment ai regular training scbools under com-
peZent instructors, is anc af tht most hope-
fnl sigois la tht present policy aud maniage-
crent ai missions. Thes' iuraish tht means
Jor obtaining these advantages wblcb fit ont
for tht best work on tht field, and hy glvlng
hlm an insiRht into wbat is expected ai
hlm, ibes enable hlm ta decide ae ta bis
ahility and fitncss for the work. if ont Is
mistaken as ta bis cai ta tht foreiga field,
or is iackng ia thase qualifications whtch
are mast essential ta successiul work, this
is vers' apt ta bc develaped in a course ai
preparatars' study and training. In ibis
way be can bc tested belote going ta tht
field, and the societs' spared the expense of
ontfit and transportation.

In Eoglaod this special training is be-
comlag more and more a requirement ai tht
foreiga mission boards, and in thîs country
there are rlaw several excellent institutions
afibis kind under tht contraI ai denamina-
tionai boards. Mans' are availing them-
selves ai tht advantages thus given, but
wonld It nat lie watt ta make it alligators' on
the part ai aIl who aller tbemselves for
the wotk, ta get mare or less ai this testing
and rraining before thes' are sent ta tht
field ? For ladies, especially, wlia bave nor
prevlously hctn eugaged tu ans' regular
work, this training would lic invaluabie, and
tht lienefit would work bath was's. Tht
wivts ai missionaries wauld realizc the samne
henefits as tht single ladies, as tbis previaus
preparation wauld enahie themn ta utilize
mans' moments ai lime in tht midst of a
busy hauschold fle.

As tht wark an tht fie Id develops anlâ
broadens, te very liest materlat Is necdcd la
tht wark tri meet its requirements. Sa fi
dots seemn eminentis' wise aud fittinIg
that tht lest means shonld lie employed ta
bring about ibis desîrahle resuli. Sa far as
we can sec there is no better way, humanly
sptaking, ai producing efficient workers,
than in giviag them a thoraugh and praci-
cal training belote thcy enter upon their file
work.-Mrs. john L. Stewart in Womnan's
Work for Wornen

In Diogah, Punjali, the missionaries ai
tht Churcb ai Scoiland bave met wlîb ranch
apposition fromn the Hindus (Sikhs). But
ont ai tht mn ast prominent ai tht adversar.
its bad just lieco won over in a rtmatkabie
way. Ht asked for a privat interview with
the miss !ocars', who expectd a fierce ex-
pression ai hostilits', and was immenscly
surprised wben tht man pulled ont a New
Testament and sald : Il Sahibi, 1 bave read
thîs bock, and I find it ta bc pure and bals'.
Up ta ten days ago 1 was a bitter apparnent
ai yours. I gave a public lecture against s'on
and against s'ont work. Then I rcsolved
that I wauîd expose your book. Sa 1 licgan
ta rcad it in order ta pIck fanîts in it ; but,
do yon know, as I read It 1Iwas drawn ta fi.
My' heart was captivattd, aod now I cannaI
appose s'on. I know God's ligbr is ina lit
book."

Front the twenty-fourth annual report af
tht Evangelical Churcb ai ItaIs', il appears
that in cannectian wltb titis body there are
twents'-six churches and tirty-fivt stations,
wih 132 places visittd regularly. Tht
ordaiaed ministers number twecnty-onc;
evangelis, ttn ; colporteurs, eight. There
are teachers and BIle-wornen, Sundas'-
schools, and associations for s'oung peaple.
The communicants niîmber 1,697, and tht
adherents 6,315.

l>ULPIT, PRJESS ANVD )>LA17FOR.

Rutherford : There are dcpths ai love
In Christ beyond ail that wc have sca.
Therefore dig deep, and labour, and take
pains for Hlm, and set by as mucb time for
Hlm as s'on clin. Ht wil be won b
labour.

Great Thoughts: A personal dîgnits'
which cannot take cure af itself cannai bc
protcctcd bv Incessant guarding. Tht
qualits' ai a great creative nature ls uncan-
scloisness, and ibis is aise the chatacterisiic
af a grent character.

Mid-Cantlnent: -'case fretting and be-
gin praisiog. Quit murmuring and begin
slnging. Tht Lard ls tht same Lord. Ile
will deliver In the future as Htelias dont In
the past. Sometinie Ht may bide Ilis face
for a fittie white but for erernity Ht wil
nevcr farsake.

Gladstonec. No wave an the great
acean ai Time, when once il bas floaied past
us, can bc recalied. Ail we can do is ta
watch the new form and motion of tht next
and launch upon it ta trs', in the manner
aur best judgment nias suggest, Our
strength and ski Il.

Dr. Win. M. Taylor: Christ lits His
ministers througb manifold experiences ai
sorraw aod pain for the highest service.
Ht writes their bcst serinons for themn on
their awn bearts by the sharp stylus ai triai.
Sncb as Ht would malte most emiuent in
His service, Ht takes iurthcst with Hlm in-
ta Gethsemane.

Mrs. Humphrey Ward : Reading ahove
ail things widens onc's world ; i takes ane
ta new scenes and gives ont new friends.
Perhaps ibis is especially sa In rcgard ta
fiction. It is within tht power ai good
imaginative literature ta transport us lnto an-
ather world. And what is truc ai fiction
is stili mare truc, or quite as truc, ai biog-
raphy. _________

Ryle: Howevcr false or unbealtby re-
ligions feeling mas' sametimes bc, tht gteat
truth stilîs remains behind, that feeling is
the seccr ai doing. Tht beart must bcenC-
gaged for Christ or the bands wili soon bang
down. The effections must bc cniisted in
His service, or aur obedience will soon stand
stili. It wil alwas's be tht laving workman
who will do most in tht Lord's vineyard.

Fredericir W. Robertson : There are
few temptations more commun ta ardent
spirits than îbosc wbich lead them ta repine
at tht lot la which they are casi, belitviog
that in somne aitler situation thcy cauid
serve God better. If each such man had
the spirit ai stîf-surrender, the spirit ai the
Cross, ai would not matter ta hlm whether lic
were doing tht work ai the mainspring or
ont ai tht initrior parts. It is bis dnty ta
try and be himsclf-simply ta try ta do bis
awn duty. ________

Rt,,. James Millar : Whcn jcsns met
the advances ai Nicademus with tht blunt
stament : IlVe must be born agaîn," he
was slmply pultng jura a sentence tht sum
ai buman experience. For conversion is tht
first need ai bumanits', as the guarantet ai
it is the first piamisecai Cbrist's religion.
His gospel Is in this respect tht gospel ai
civilization. Tht cammentars' ai histor is
that tht Gentils-"I the heaihen "-are anis'
fitted ta take a place amangst tht nations
as they are conveated. eefare tht Individ-
cal cari be elcvated ta his proper place, and
rightly use the faculties lie passesses, be
mustbl"turned -ito another man2' Hencc
it Is that the nineteentb century, wbich is
pre-emin-2ntî the missîanary century ai
Christendoni, is a century ai triumpbs ai
civilization.

GOD'S 'PRIUJIIIIS IN M IlS-
sioNv FIIL!).

Dec. ,-P'as. lxvii, l-7.

,A MISSIONARY' M EETING SUflGEST11).
Sa numerous and so signal have beca

Gad's triumph in the mission field that tht
subject could bh etcter prestnted la a volume
than ini a single colnmn af a newspaper.
God bas triumphed glorionsîs' la the South
Sea Islands. Probably there nover was a
class ai people mate deepis' sunk in the mite
af degredation and superstition than watt
tht inhabitants ai Polynesia. Sa vers'
meagre vitre titeir attainnients, and Sa fat le-
moved wert thcy from anvthing like what
olitalos in civilized sacirty that anc migbt
almast bc excused if ha questioned whether
even the Gosptl coutid raise up such a people.
And yet mans' arimesiacethc year i8r6, tihen
John Williams," the Apostit ai Palynesia,"
'qnded there, tht Christian warid bas been
astonisbed and pleased bs' tidings of wbat
tht Gospel bas done and is dolng. Meu
who were once cruel, brutal and degraded,
were s0 transformed that thes' became kind,
earnest, cansiderate. Wamen, who were
once treated in tht most barlarous and re-
voiting manner, are now iooked upon as
God intended they should be-as tht friends
and campanions, of their husbands andi
lirothers. Children once had sharp sticks
thrust tbrougb their cars, and were driven ta
heatae temples, but now tites ait tttated
witb tendcrness and sympaths'. It is said
that wheu Williams went ta Raratonga in
1823, ht iouad ait the inhabutaurs heattbcu
that wben bc left lu 1834, thes' were ail
proiessed Christians; that instead ai
heaihen temples there were three
large churrbes with an atrendance ai six
tbousand ; that instead ai beathen rites in
their homes God was worshipped as in tht
dwcllings ai Jacab.

Tht cause af God has signalis' triumph-
cd in Madagascar. The stars' a the entrance
ai missianarits loia that island, the bless-
logs witb which God accompanied tittîr
efforts, tht dctermined stand taken bs'
some ta check the 'woxk and ta externiinaie
Christianits' there ; the zeal with wbich tht
enrerprise was taken up again ; tht way in
which Citristiaits' broke dowa the barriers
which opposed il, eradicated superstitions
nations and overthrtw idolatrous practices-
ail ibis makes vers' stimnlatlog and exciting
rmadling.

A very won&erful triumph, bumanîs'
speaking, bas been won in the Islandi ai For-
mosa bs' aur awn Dr. G. L. MacKay, anc ai
tht mosi apostalic missionaries in modern
rimes. It is anly tweury-three s'cars since
he lauded an tbat Islandi, andtia thongh be
had no knowiedge ai tht language spoken
lis tht people, he sooni acquired iî, and in a
rcmarkabls' short time lie was tht Instru-
ment ai leadlng first anc andti îhn another
framn the darkncss ai beathcnism muao the
ligbt ofirbe Gospel. According ta the state-
ment snbmitted ta tht iast General Assemb-
ly there are now in tht fieldti wo ordaimed
native preachers, sixts' preachars who are
not ordained, twents'-four Bible wamcn,
1,738 communicants and sixis' chapels.

It would be au easy marrer ta dwell
upan grear and giartous acitievements in
China, Japan, Persia, Burmab, India andi
nians' ailier countrics,but il is scarcels' neces-
sary inasmucli as the literature liearing on
these suljects is alindant and can lic tasîls'
procured.

Natwithstanding what Gotd bas vwrought,
we are talti lis somne wbo regard themselves
as vers' wlse, and Who put ic'rth dlaims ta
superlor kaowledge ai foreign lands titat
mission work Is a failure, and that it is use-
kss ta prasecute if further. Ont regrets ta
find that sncb a man as Mr. Fiuders Petit,
the great Egyptologist, sbouîd, indirectly, at
least, tendi counrenance ta ibis view. But
even if tht trinrapls bad flot liecin so remark-
able as thes' have been, it wouîd lie aur durs'
-because tht Master bas cammanded it-
ta continue scading the Gospel ta ailiers.
Andi thcrc must lc no retrencliment in ibis
work until rte Word of Gadi bas leen pro-
clalmed ta evers' nation under beaven.
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