24
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

PUBLISHRED BY THE

Dresbyterfan Drinting & Publisbing Co,, LtD,,
AT s JORDAN STREET, - TORONTO.

Terms : $2 Per Annvm in Advance.

ADVERTISING RATES Unde: 3months, 15cents per line per insestion )

3 months, $1per line, 6 mozths, §1 75 per line § 3 year, $3  No advertisement

charged at less than five lines. None other than unobjectionndle advertisements
»

taken.

@he Gunada ‘%‘gre;ltgtmau.

C. Braocexrr RosiNsoN, MaNAGES.

TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10TH, 1394.

HE Chicago Interior is after Stead with 1

sharp stick. Judging from the style in whi.h

our contemporary punches the London cditur, Chi-

cago has out-grown the civic age at which it is the

correct thing to say to every bumptious notoricty-

sceking visitor :—What do you think of us? We do
ieally hope you like our city.

EADERS of the Toronto dailies who “ dipped”

into the reports of the speeches delivered at

the Board of Trade banquet last week, do not need

to betold that stories are not confined to tea-meet-

ings. And, truth to say, we have heard as good

stories at.a country tea-meeting as any told by the
distinguished oratofs.in Toronto.

OUR months ago when the Plebiscite cam-
paign was beginning, the CANADA PRESBY-
TERIAN ventured to say that a large majority of the
clectors of Ontario are anxious to get rid of the
liquor traffic, or at least to reduce its bad effects to
a minimum, The polling last week shows we were
distinctly right. There is a difference of opinion in
regard to methods, but an overwhelming majority of
the people say the business must be wiped out by
some method.

I T is an open secret that the funds for some of

the schemes of the church are not in anything
like as healthy a condition as they should be at this
season of the year. There is one good way to make
the balance come right when Dr. Reid closes his
books. Let every Presbyterian deny himself some-
thing until next spring and send the proceeds of
his self-denial to the treasurer of his congregation.
An cffort in that direction on the part of all, would
produce a surplus.

T *HE hardened professional politician tries to
look upon the Plebiscite as a mere political
dodge, from which no practical result will come.
Politicians of this variety believe in nothing except
the utfer depravity of human nature, and, of course,
they expect theLegislature to humbug the people in
some way or another. The hardened professional
politizian thinks that the members of the Legisla-
ture are as abandoned as heishimszlf. . Wehave no
such opinion of the Legislatuic of this Province.
‘Men like Sir Oliver Mowat, G. 'W. Ross, and J. M.
Gibson on the one side, and Mr, Meredith, Mr. Mart-
er, Mr. Wooll on the other, wiil do their duty. There
are others on both sides justas conscientious as their
laaders. If it isshown thatthe powertoprohibit is in
the Legislature, we belicve that body will fearlessly
do what the electors last Monday gave them a man-
date to do.

: HE Assnciation of the Theological Alumni of

Queen’s College will hold a Post-Graduate
Session and Conference from the thirteenth to the
twenty-third. of February. Prof. Watson will give a
course of lecturés an “ Dant~ and the Middle Ages”

-and will discuss such topics as Dante’s. view of

‘Nature, his Ethics, Politics and. Theology The
members of the association will meet cach evening
and discuss Bruce's Apologetics and TFairbairn’s
Christin Medern Theology. Each member must
write a paper on some subject suggested by one or-
other of these books. The Alumni of 6ther colleges
aré_cordially invited to be present and take part in
the exercises. Tt.is impossible to over-estithate the
value of these post-graduate sessions. If the age is
exacting in its demands upon the pulpit ‘the com-
mon-scose.way is for the pulpit to cquip “itself so
well. that it need not fear the age. Denouncing the.
age will*dono good. ’
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HE Plebiscite vote last week furnished a fine
illustration of the ability of the people of this
Province to attend to their own affairs. The'import-
ed orator was pot a factor in the campaign. He
may have appeared at a few poiats, but he found his
occupation as badly gone as Othello's. The,profes-
sional moral réformers who try to make an honest
penny out of the “cause” were kept judiciously on
a back seat. So far as we know the Sunday plat-
form meeting--against which we have always protest-
ed—was a very exceptional’thing,* Abuse of men
whodid not sec their way to support prohibition was
reduced to a- minimum. The old business of tak-
ing men's .money for the Icgal' right to sell liquor
and abusing them with their money in your pocket
is-pretty well over. Thoughtful citizens are "begin-
ning to sce that where license prevails every man in
the community is in the business: There were no
brass band performances, no cntertainment, no hys-
terical shouting, The solid men of Ontario went in
thousands to the polls and said quietly what they
want done about the liquor business. It was a
grand sight. And perhaps the grandest feature of
all was the voting of thousands for prohibition who
are not what are- usually styled temperance rien.
These cank their personal feelings and voted in the
interest of ‘their country and their chiidren. All
honor to them for their sclf-denial.

HE vote on Prohibition last week did one good
thing anyway—it stripped the question of
a lot of rubbish that has been heaped upon it for
years. Several barrels were knocked off the Prohi-
bition ship by the counting of the ballots. It has
always becn assumed that the cities and large towns
would give majorities against Prohibition. Every
city in the Province except Windsor, gave large ma-
joritics in its favour, and such fine towns as Peter-
boro, Galt, Woodstock, and others, rolled up great
majorities. It has been assumed that the French
vote would go solid' for whiskey. Ottawa City has
a large French vote, but Ottawa gave a large ma-
jority for Prohibition. It has been asserted many a
time that towns in whichtheScott Act was a partial
failure, would vote against Prohibition. Asa matter of
fact, most of 'them increased their majorities, and
some towns. that gave a majority against the Scott
Act, gave large majorities in favour of Prohibition
fast week. Andlast,butby nomeans least, it has been
assumed that women were almost agonizing over all
the country to get a chance to vote against the liquor
traffic. Five thousand women, in Toronto, had a
right to vote, but out of 5,000 only 866 went to the
polls, and.of these 28 per cent. voted against Prohi-
bition! Cabshad to be provided for many of those
who did go, or they would not have voted against
the business that brings ruin into thousands of fami-
lies. We have always contended that it was a
groundless assumption to say that the women of
Ontario wanted the franchise, and an equally ground-
less one to say that they would all vote for Prohibi-
tien if they had the privilege.

AN INTERESTING NEW DEPARTURE
IN XNOX COLLEGE.

N a recent Sabbath onc of our city ministers
preached an interesting discourse from the.
words, “And Jesus went unto .the Mount of
Olives,” in which he showed the desirableness, the
spiritual profit:and strength that.might be obtained

'by men retiring for a time from the turmoil and

worry, anddriveof business or of professional occupa-
tions for quiet meditation, for study cv devotion.
But yet only for a time,.as. work -and the daily
carnest mingling in the world's "business: must-ever
dominate life and' be its prevailing f{eature. A
desire for -such a season of retirement must often,
we should think, have been-feit-by all brain-toilers
especially. Knox College Alumni, at their meeting
held in October last, took steps to provide: for the
ministers of our church, and. for any others who
may desirc to avail themselves.of it, such a season
of retirement from-their usual-busy round of toil by
means of acourse of lectures with frée discussion,
and scasons for special devotional Services, which
last we venture to say,-will'be found to'be:not-the
least, .perhaps. the ‘most helpful part of the pro-
gramme. Thisis a .movement. certainly of a.very
wise kind, and:weishould-thiok that a-large number
of our own. minijsters, with not a.few others, both“in-
the city .and surrounding country; will be ager to.
avail themselvés of the opportunity it will ‘afford..of

turning for ‘a'few quiet days. to-congeénial st dics
as an intellectual. tonic, and to a'season-of special'
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private and social devotion and communion with
God, from which they may return to their congre-
gations and their common round of work greatly
refreshed and strengthened.  The course of studies
we should think has been wisely arranged, not alto-
gether ignoring the leading questions of the day;
and yet affording rest by not going into the very thick
of them, while by way of varicty provision hag
been made to gratify and promote literary taste
and culture. Introduction will be given to. the
“Ll%e-and Epistles of Paul,’ by the Rev. Principal
Caven in four lcctures, and Weiss, Kerr and Dodds
on Introduction are mentioned as books -for con-
sultation, . Two lectures: will be given by Rev.
Professor Gregg on the “History of the Presbyteri-
-an Church in Canada.” A book and its subject, to
which attention has been largcly directed of late,
De Witt’s “ What is inspiratiop 2" will be-examin-
ed in four lectures by Rev. Professor McLaren,
Rev. Professor Thomson will-in thrée lectures dis.
cuss “ The historical preparation for Christianity,”
and*“Jeremiah and his' prophecies,” will be dealt
with in four more by the same professor; The
University of Toronto, which has.made its mark-on
so large a number of Knox College students, will be
represented by Principal Loudon, who will.give one
lecture. Other professors of the university will
take part in the following order-and treat-their re-
spective subjects. Professor McCyrdy, one lecture
on “Afcient Israel among the nations. “The
function of poetry,” illustrated in the “In Memor-
iam;” and the function of poetry illustrated: in
certain poems of Browning, by Professor Alexander,
in three lectures. Professor Hume will give one
lecture on *The contribution of Ethics to. the
settlement of the relation betwéeén scichce and re-
ligion.” “The origin and mutual relations of -the
synoptic Gospels,” will be treated by Rev.D. M.
Ramsay, in two lectures. And, lastly, Rev: Wm.
Farquharson will devote onc lecture to that sub-
ject of perennial interest, “ The development-of the
earthly life of Jesus) A course of studies of this
kind gong into heartily, as -it doubtless-will be by
all who iecl sufficient interest in it to attend..it,
must furnish a most delightful and helpful variety
and- change in the usual routine of a minister’s:work
and send him back to:it-and to his people brighten-
ed, stimulated and.at the same time refreshed. The
social feature of this: gathering, which begins on
January 3oth, cannot -but prove-of the greatest-in-:
terest and profit in many ways, and is to be speci-
ally ministered to by the students. of the college
holding their annual “ At Home ” on’the -evening
of the closing day, Xebruary: gth, Those-who.de-
sire further information, or' -homes provided for
them, will communicate at once:with- Rev. W. A..J.
Martin, 624 Euclid .Avénue, or Rev.'W. P. Wallace,
B.D.,. 15 Madison Avenue, Toronto. -

CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS. .

HE season of the year for holding annual con-
I gregational meetings is: again drawing on:
These meetings hold .an important place. in: the
working of our congregations. .As the .merchant
looks forward anxiously to his fannual stock-taking
and balancing accounts, so.do- all church -members
really interested’in the welfare of.the congregations
to.which they belong look forward-with-anxious -
terest to the-annual congregational meetipg. Un-

fortunately they have become almost proverbial for
‘being.poorly attended, although perhaps of late

years, owing'in. many- cases to special -méaans taken,

attendance at them bas’ improved: Thase who are
-able to attend these ineetings. but do -not; may-at

once be set down as either indifferent or disaffected.
Disaffection.is usually. -cithér with ‘the 'minister,
something he has: said"-or -done .or omitted ‘to .do.
which has'not met with the approyal ‘of ‘the .dis-

affected membeér,.-or it is’ with  the -action -of the

office-bearers of the congregation. If the -disaffec:

tion is-with the m-nister, then the honest and:manly ¥

way-is to go frankly to him. and l¢t him “know:
the reason. of it and give him -a chafice to:explain,
and-not-go about:growling.and whispering; -becom-
ing-a dead-iveight-or-an active Gbstiuctionist in the §
work of the cong~>gatiod -or of the pastor, - Tn fifte B
cases.out-of ten the mivister, ifthé gets a'fdir chance, §
will be able and gladto put masters right, 1t the @
disaflection: s With the-conduct of the office-bearers, M
then the congregational meeting is th¢ very place
to go'to-and state what we regard as a grievaice
that:we:may be-set-right otirselves.os set thase right

who have, as we suppose, been: doing -wrong. Ua- ¥

fortunately the disaffected uatially take: the, apgo-
site-course ;, they-hold alock, give n6 explanatioss, 8
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