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1 141E CANADA kSYEAN

[VALDENSIAN MISSIONS IN 17'.LY

Two *vents of recent date lîscrense tire interest
taken in the efforts te Icaven Itaian society wvatb the
Gospel. First, tet alliance oi the Pope with the
Jesuits lbas aiormed tire thinldng classes, and aroused
determined apposition. Again, tire morvement of
which Count Campetlo is the leader, by means of
which the Gospsel is being preached ta crowded meet-
ings ai tire poorer classes, has produccd mannifcst un-
easiness amiong the Roman priests. At present 1
confine myseif ta a bni sketch ai the wvark accomi-
plished by the migGianary labours ai the \Vaidenses
durissg the past vears in ltaly, outsidc tise Va-lîcys.
ltaly, for mission puarposes, has been clividcd into
fivc districts, eacb of ivhicis is presidcd aver by ane
af i te f¶ve members af the coîmmssion af evangeliza-
tion. Regarding each a iew sentences.

1. PIEDMONT.

This district includes whlat was formerly ta1ied the
}ingdom ai Sardinia. In this division are fourteen
churcîses, nine stations, sixty-two localities visitcd,
2,680 bearers, 1,536 swesbers, 273 admissions dur-
ing tht year. Four af its churches contain morte tîsan
,aoo members each. Ont station is particularly namned
as giving encouragement-tisat af La Salle, eightccn
miles from Aasta, on tht rond to Courmayeur.
WVork began there anly tiva years ago, and thirty-
tbrec members have been receivtd, and twventy.five
are preparing ta foiiow. The majority ai tht people
arc in comfortable circumstances. At ont at tire sia-
tions-Verres-the priest uttered strang anathemas
against tht Protestants, declaring tbern ta bc tost
oithaut remedy. Ont tvening a mani, putting bris
large Bible <Diadati's> undcr one arm, and giving the
latber to bis wiie, went ta this priest, and asked him
ta show lhn what was faise in it, and bie would burn
it at once. The pricst nov said Diodati's Bible
was obscure, insufficient, dangeraus 1Il 1 have lived
thirty-eight years in yaur religion," said the mnan,
"gand 1 remaintd ignorant and viciaus. This Bible,
wbich you tell me is faIse, bas made: another man ai
mie; ovhat wvili flot the truc ont do ? "ow it ta me,
thea." 0f course the priest couid showv nathing, and
ad the sense in bis subsequent sermions ta iake no

allusions ta tht Protestants.
Ont af the churches ia this district-"Pinerao

ceases ta be a mission churcis, liaving beca admiîtted
by the Synod as a Waidensian parisb ai the X'aileys.
Pineralo is near the entrance ta tire Vallcys, and the
cangregatian is chiefly composed ci WValdenses by
birfb. 0f course le is seli-sustaining.

il. LOM BAR~DO- VENETO.
Tbis district contains elevea churchcs, seven sta-

tions and seventeen placeb visited. àslian occupits
tht tlrst place, having 291 members, wba contnîbute
,908 francs. Venice bas a8or members. Ia this
district the clerical party are vtry bitter, and yet tht
evangelicals not only maintain their position, but
gain yeariy frant the ranks ai Romanism. - NP
are no langer," says the report, "in tht times of tht
brave PNo Nana, wba, witb bis sailles of wit and
bis anathemas an Italy, sa %vtll served tihe cause oi
evangelizatian. Lea XIII., mare fox than lion, directs
tht crusade against ail that is liberal in pahîtics, or
evangelicat in religion, witb an abîlîty wortby ofa
hetter cause."

&IL TUSCANT

bas six churches, three stations, seventeen lacalities
visited, 688 communicants, 'sixty-six being admitted
duritng the year, and forty catcchumens. Florence
has two churches-the Oratorio, with 214 members,
and Salvi1ati, ia5 members. Thse Waldeasîan School
ai Tbeïalagy being here gives Florence a 'great ad-
vantage. Tht number af students ibis wiater is thir-
teen, ai whom twelve are natives af tht Valîcys and
ane frain Sicily. Pisa last year test a noble man,
Dr. Chiesi, an eIder of tht Church, and thse fit-st
Ttiscaa wha cmbraced the Gospel, some tint before
tht Madiai, who, became sa well known ta tht Chris-
tian warld thraugh their imprisoament by tht Grand
Duke. Leghorn and Riô M.-rina, in tht island af
Elba, bave the best-attended scbool ln tht whole field
ai evangelization, 2o6 pupils being ini tht one and
205 iùi the other.

IV. ROME AND NAPLES.

This district bas.five churches, fourteen stations,
flteen localities visited, 495 ii-emibers, seveaty-four
admissions in the course ai last year, sinety-four
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catechumens, 332 chldren in thse Sabbatb schoals.
Tîsougîs tise largest of tise districts, tht number ai
cîsurches is iew. On tise shsore ai the Adriatic there
is but ane churcis, nt Ancan, jand a striait station ait
Brindisi, witli tounîcen meînbers. New ciiurclies
hiave reccntly been buiit bath nt Rame and Naples.
Tire churcîsat Rosime is on tire Vin, Nazionait, ansd. ias
130 mincbers. Thes Sabbath schooi ai Naples bas
140 pupils.

V. CALABSRIA AND SICILî.
Thsis district lias ciglit churclics, ail in Sicily, tise

largest being Messina, 131 members, and Catania,
107. Tisere are fivc stations ssîpplièd, fifteta locali-
tics visited, 498 nicinhers, sixty-eîght catechuiiiens,
487 scholars in tht Sabbatb school. Contributions
during tise yenr, 8,846 francs. Calportetirs and Bible
carniages visit thet owvns and Villages, and prepare the
way for tise missianary. Scîsools too are a real heip
in tht work ai evangelizatiors, by sowing tire seed in
young hiearts before they are given ovcr ta supersti-
tion and infsdeiîy. The ivark ai tht year in tht noîs-
sien field ovill bc seen frami tire following figures.

I85 1886
Communicants................ 3,920) 4,061
Admissions.................... 544 6o&
W~orkctS ...................... 120 131
Curchacs...................... 43 44

Stations ....................... 36 38
Localities visited................ 171 1 20

Tht decrease in tht number ai places vismted is due
ta restricted funds. T. H.

TOrontO, Maftrch, ISS7.

JIELPS TO BIBLE STUD Y

Tht blood ai tht martyrs bas ever been the seed of
tht Church. Sa trac bas hostile criticisai ever been
productive ai ivider study and hîgiser appreciatian af
the Bible. Our awn day is rtnmarkablt for the num-
ber ai good bocks in aid ai this nsoveinent, in wlîicb
devout scholars give ta the multitude tht results ai
laboriaus study and research. Two, ai these are be-
fore us.* Tht fsrst is tht kind ai book every Bible
student ba:; lanIged for-ont which would give in bni
space and popular style tht bistorical evidences ai the
genuineness ai the Old 'and New Testament Scrip-
turcs. Thiis Dr. Blake lias dont wiîb as mucis cîcar-
ness and fulness as is consistent with tht papular
cliaracter ai tht work. Tht course iollowcd lcnds a
fresb charrn ta the study. Btginning at tht Coicil
ai Nice (A.D. 325), hie flnds about tisai time thte New
Testament accepted by tht Church at large in its
prescrit, formi, aund proceeds ta trace backward evi-
dences ofthie existence an-d generai acceptances afists
comportent parts ta tht very days af tise apubties
themselves. These days, as ooell as ours, overe itil ai
jealous criticism, tarriest enquiry and intense çantro-
versy. As a resuit we have valunsinous %trings for
and against tht religion ai Christ, in iich art em-
bedded histarical evidences, scriptural allusions and
quotatians so mnferaus as not anly ta put tht t.'mit-
ence ai tht books, and tiseir acceptance by tihe
Chut-ch as inspired, beyond a doubat, in tht days ai
mxen wbo studied under tht personai canupanions and
pupils of tht aposties themselvcs. Thus, Iren.eus,
bora within a bundrcd years ai Christ, and living ta
tht close ai the second century, writes ta a fi tend ai
bis youîls ai tiseir common and preclous inemanies:-
IlWhtn I n'as yet a boy 1 saw tlse. in Lawer Asia
witls Palycarp; .-. . for 1 reineniber tht events
af those times better tisan those recurring lateiy ; so
tîsat I amn able even ta tell tht place in wbich the
biessed Palycarp n'as accustomed ta sit and discourse;

-. alsabow he would speak, aibis familiar inter-
course with John and with tht rtest ai those wha had
seen the Lard; bon' aiso hie used ta recaunt thiri Nwords.
Whattver tbings bie had becard fram themn cancensng
tht Lord, aise canctrning His miracles and teaclsings.
Polycarp, as receiving themn [romi eye-witnesses aif tirt
Word ai Lifc, related ail ini barmony witb tht Scrip-
turcs." Tht significance ai tht last word beccomes
clen-en -.bcn we lent-n that tihe works ai this wnitcr
contain 763 quatatiors, or undoubîcd allusions, rang-
ing aver ail tise books ai tht New Testament, except
Phiiemon and 3 John, and evcry chapter cxcept fifty-
four. Thalc tbesc books wtt-t tht sarne as now is con-
firmtd by tht tact tiat wbcn 1'thtquestion n'as
raiscd by a number ai Engiisb gentlemen whethcr

*The Book, or, %Vbcn, and byNWbom, the Bible NVas Writ-
ten. By Rev. S. Lerov Bile, D.D. (Boston: Congrcga-
tianal S. S. and Boak Publish,.ig Society.) 283 Ppi.

tise Newv Testament could be rccoverc' 1 inopsl tht
wnitings ai tise first tisrce centuries, ont ai thein,
Lord Hlalles, %vise liad tîsese n'riîîngs, at once began
tu noake a collection ai -ail tht qîsasatians inam tise
N'ew Testainent ovîicîs lie coîsldfinud in tlsci. la twa
niontls lise actually dscovered tise %visole Newv Testa-
nient wsîhl the exception af cleven verses. These ie
unas satisfsed cauld be fountl aise." Dr. Blake's valu-
abie workwiili reward carcfi stîîdy.

Every Bible student n'ants a gond dictianary,
cîscaper nut lcss volissiiinous tîsan Smitls's and Fair-
baîrn's. yet cantaining tise vcry reinarkable results af
modern antiquarian and hsistoricnt rescarchs Such bas
just becn given ta us by tise American Tract Society,*
iii a ncîw edtion ai an aId standard, scarcely recagniz.
able in its recast articles îllustrated ovith a profusion
ai fine engravings and fresis mapas. Sucb a book, a
ianual ai excellence and cheapntss, n'ithin tIse reach

ai every iamily. is a re.il bonn in the Bible reading
public. __________

IVJMA T CONS TIT(ITES CHURcIJ
ilfiIfBERSRI> y

MR. EDsTRo,-la glancing over the nîsmeraus
annuai congregational reports whicli have appeared
in TSIE LANADA PRE-SIlV*1TEsîIN I have observed ont
statement wisicis alinost invanial)ly occurs in them,
and whlich 1 îhînk deserves some attention. It is to tht
iact that so many îvere added tar the mcembersbip ai
tise cangregation during tise year. What is meant hy
it? Is it intendcd ta include ail born ai proiessed Chris-
tian parents as n'eil as tisose reccivcd froni ther con-
gregations ? lIfnot, it is sureiy very defective. Or is
lt mnîendcd ta mean comsmunicants ? If sa, tht state-
ment is calculated ta teacis that tlot visible Chut-ch is
composed aniy of comnsunicanns,and to lead theyvoung
andi others ta believe tisai tlscy hsave no place as mem-
bers la tht congregations, and tia responsibility as
meînbers until they became communicants. This
doctrine is widely spread ia tise Cisîrch, and is doing
tnuch mischief asnong tht young. Ta rend these re-
ports, and te libtesi ta inticis af tht language ai many
inisters and athers about tise chîldren ai professiag

parents " joining thc Church," Ilconnecting theni-
selves %vijis tht Chu-cii," andlmeing I received iat tht
Clisircîs," anc îvouid suppose they neyer had a place
in the Church as încmbers, anti that tht Goand Shep-
herd lisas fia iambs in 1-is flock. Tis is tise general
impression produced upon the mînds of tht yaung,
and liscice sa nmany ai tisento tee no responsibiiity
resting upon thcm ta discharge tht various duties ln-
cumobent ipois thein as mnembers ai Chris's visible
Churt-b. Tîsuse %%ho use sudsh language 1 know liro-
its.ï ta believe " thdt tht o ,sible Cliurch consîsts ai
ail ihbe ibraugîsout tise %%uild tisai profcss thot truc
religion tl'gelhr wi Ilicir rhtidrc.,, but they are
practî.-«lly teai.hang another doc.trne. Ilerhaps t!sis
là another of tise ptiLes ti the Confession oi Failli
% iih ls not cuns. tered tu be " sufficiently supp~orted
ty Stripture,- anu ..en'.e nîay bc leit in abeyance, and
the doctrine ot Cungregationalssmi may be preierred
and taught. But if rst, and tht Confession is rigisi
in teasing tht membertisap ai uittle children, ai whomt
Christ said tire) are "ofitire kingdom oftîseaven," by ail
isîcanb lct tise l.ngu,îgu essspiuyecd in relatian ta them,
and tise statemientb made in reports respecîîng tht
isiemnbtrslisq' ai tht Cisurch, bc consistent witb the
doctrine professeci. A. '%V.

Mfarch, 1,937.

TR2E RELIGIOVS P1RESS.

Tîsene is greai apathy la tise Churcs in refcrence
ta îltevaie af tise religiaus press. and tise duty ai
pramoiing ils circulation. There is fia profound or
genenai conviction that it lias a place la tht econasny
ai Cod for îlot circulation o! tise trutis af tht Gos-
pel, and promotiflg îlot conversion ai sinners and
the edification ai beievers. There scens ta be a
general imîpressiono tisai, nhen jesus told His apos-
tics and disciples ta preacx tise Gospel-ta disciple
ail n.-ti,ns-ie rcierred ta oral instruction only, and
tisat He hsad no reitrence te tht epistles thcy after-

'aràn n'rote ta individuals and churches, thaugis it is
truc that wce bave tram tirent teniald mort ofithewrit-

r n Gospel than of tbeir sermons.

*Bible Dictionary. Anicrican Tract Society, New York.
New editian.


