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,OUR oNq'OIIIBUTORIS,
IE TTER 1R0IN.lIfoRlo4

lNI. 1nin tlîink 1 carried i ny dtsrriptinn ln
nîy Iast as far ne Alie)o,. ln Anmoy we spent ten tlays
in tlîe liniuse of tîte Rev. Mr Saclier, of tua Lendion
mission, wlîerc wc recciveti groit kincincss. 'rtea city
af Amîoy lias a population cf 250,000, but like aIl Cii-
nase citles covers a conlipiratively simtili siac, proý
bably ne aliîrc than a tewn cf six or ciglît tliousint
in Canada. %N'lcn loti have scen oite Cliniesa ci()
yen hava scen tlin al, se far as thacir gcîicrai features
go. l'la foreigns cenultnitl, likc aIl1 the foreign se,
tîcînaents in ta East, is net ii tlîc Cliîîcse city Ixut
reuîtoveci saine distance. lite in Amoy tlîc sattle-
mnt is on -%n islanti iii Uic river opposite tlîa Cliinese
cit). 'litere a bout rit> famiilles, ilîarthlants andi
nîiissionaries. Of tlîe latter tdicre arc two Anîericîn
Prcsbyterians, iea Loendon îiîissionary, five Englisli
Plrashyteriani. te is a picasant ciîurclî whlîre tlia
inissienarias prcacb lin tursi on tic Lord's I)ay, anit
whberc 1 preaclîcti on botiî Sabbatlîs <turing oitr stay

Tue mission station. -ire ont in tlîe district round
the city, at varintir, cistanrcs, semae as faîr as fift> or
sixty miles. Tlicese are visitati statilly by tlîe sisiion-
arias. At cadi station aise is settlcti a native pister
in chiarge. The Euîglisît mission is just slow building
a steamer cf eiglîty tons burtica for tlîe use cf thta
mission districts of Swatowv anti Amoy.

On~ the îotb cf june wc set sail ii the steamier
"Albay "for Tanisui, glati at lîaving, at last, taken our
final stage in buanti. Wc starteti at 6 1 >it. on Mion-
day. Wh'bn out ta sea tva founti a hcad tvind anti
titia, anti in Formiosa rbanncl, these ara nie sligi't
tlîings. Wec consequantly ranl up tlîc coast tiirecthy
opposite Tinîsui, wvbare, in a beautifual bay, at 2 p ii,
on Tuestiy, oppoqite a prctty Chînase tnwn, tvc raçt
anclier. Thiis was donc beaause tliere is a santi bar
opposite Tamnsui which ranl be crosseci only at liigb
tida; anti the captain proposeti ta waît ats aincioer,
take a qluiet dinnar anti a run on shore, andi thuan run
across the Ch-annel during the niglit, raarhîng Tainsuî
carly in tic mnieing a.i higli tida. 'lle captain, lisait,
enigincer anti oursels'cs ivent asliore anti liadia pîcasant
stroîl. Mýrs. Junorw~as tlie irst Europeaniwemn wlio
liati evar set foot on the islani, anti it ware sooni sur-
roundati by a crowti of unen anti boys W'a wcre coin-
pelleti te returt te i boat for refuge freint t1heir cur-
iosity. Et'cui thlens tbcy watcd out ie tlua iatar anti
surreutidct the boat. There %vas nie ruticss, only
curiosity I collactati a grcat number cf pretty shelîs
How twe wislicti tbat we. coulti spcak tn the people,
thare stvas sucb a fine chance te precch the gospel.
But aur mouths werc %taled. Aftcr tiinncr -.t .ý p.ini
tve îveigbeci ancbor for Tamsui, whicli tv retchaci tlîe
next morning, june 121h, about ", a.,r-. WVa looketi
anxiously for Mr. McKay but lie titi no, appear W~e
lear-net that lia was up in the country tbrec or four
tiays' journey.

Anti now as te our own mission in nortît Fomosa.
Thesuccess of duis mission, se far, is simply nirt'ci
Ions. 1 belic"c 'Mr. M.\rKaty bas laid the fountiaîions
slreng andi deep. There are now fourteen riiapeis in
the mission, a fine banti cfinative preachers, anti an-
otîter banti in the stage cf studants. Tîtese fea tia
bopte cf the Cburch litre, ant îey lock like men wiîe
can ha daepentiet upon. 1 cani say little as yeî from
parsonal knowledge of tîta mission, except that 1 know
it is in a prosparous condition. On theu first Sabbatb
Mr. McKay anti 1 anti oe cf the heipers, at 9 a'clock
a.m., took a " sampan "',Chinesc boat' anti startcd
across the river for one of the diapels. i la% ing cross
cd the river at ils moutb about hall a mile' ive walkeed
along the beach for about a mile anti then struck irn
across country amang the rica fieldis, anti about baîf
a mille from the shore came upon a smail village in
%thich stooth Ie c:hapel. The building is cf brick.inti
centains fit'e rons, 1'iz a centrai anc about :4xiS,
(2) two roisis at cach anti 'these ara two for tha lielp
er anti bis family who live there, anti two for the mtis
sionary tîhen ha is îbarc,. The chape! %vas nic.ri>
ftull sixt> ;n ail. AIl were farmers, rough anti puur
luoknrg. '.\Tst of tb;s flass drcss about a.% fu1lîect.
at work the) wear oni> a pair of àhort paratý, irathn),
ar&l> aboya the knce, on Sabbaîh icn uf Ibemni cas
louse, -bitn, biuc !sltà'rs outside tae partis. 'No une
wears an) thing on the ieati at any tima.

The sertK" . ronsisîtd cf singing 'gondi anti spiritati,
hyyunns, rcading, anti adtircsscs cf fromn five ta tcn min-

uites by a hilprMm IcKay, miti itiysclUMNr. blcl'.ay
intcrpreting>.

iean tva liati dinner lit tae chliel afler wilcl tvc
biail anotiier Service. Iloîl, iere intcrasting anti the
pseople scemeti te enter m liste en iith great spirit.
Tîte slnging ivas esîecially gooti. Clîhîtasa singing is
pecuiliar. N'a Clîlonian cati take a hiaîf note, anti in
consetînencae t ltcle style of th miusic is cliangecl.
Tlicy sang bytius faîttiliar but i conîti by ne îiica"-r
follew. Mý%orever tic nicaniiig of Cliinase tvorts tic.
pendîts ahiîost îvlolly ai1t île loile giveni ta ech one,
anti te tlis the miusic iiust ba sîmiteti. Tliclr veires
are liarsli andi inflexible anti )et blie uic hias a
plainttivec andi net at aIl tnopheasauit Soundi. lut il tvas
se hîe.îrt> thtat onc forgot.ahi inequat.lities &i tlie hleasura
cf it Ailes service wa startai bick, uîntier. a broiling
Sun, (,n tue burning saillis, took tlue satuipan anti
reachtice honte about hl pabt tiio oclerk piat. Thea
cîliole ilay wîas ver> anju>).ible indeedt. On the next
Sabbath tvad service in rautîsui. Tainsui is asiiialh
ltwn ef îîerhips six or ciglît ihueusanc anti lias tiewi
by the river, about live miinutes waik Irons our lieuse.
It is fulîl of filîh anti]torrible sutahis,.as.ara ili Chiiesc
tewns, lu the iîidst ef it is tue liesiil, a pur, îîi1s
erabia building for such a hînrhose, andI lit the iospital
s the rliapel h licht a service iu Fnglisii in iii>

lieuse nt hafp stn a ni.. nt whlich ivre abtout a
dazan. Mr. MýýcNa-y helci one in the town sbortiy ba-
fore, anti tian canta up btta Enghishi scrvica lundic
atftamnooi,at t %v o'clock,an oticr servi cewas hIelt (in tha
toîvu cf tua sanie cliaractar as the one clascribeti. The
chuaihic was feul as before andt tue service liîarty.

On tlîc thIrd Sabbatlî at sevan,.a.ini., wce starteti for
hiangkaili. Hera is Mei înost important point in norîh
Formosa, anti te building cf a cliahel t/jr>? %vas the
iltost inmportant stcp lit tîe Iiistiry of the mission
'Mr. M~cKa>- achieveti a îriunîîîh, in doiîîg se, ever ail
the îîosî powcrfui epposiug influences liu lte norîli.
lierae was wberc the boast ivas nmade tbat ne ciîapci
coit/ilbhabuihi- lierc tvas wbare t1w people ttircatancti
tulitfe cf M cKyatt ushcpesi lie dartil te
altenipt astabi%hing the littat religion of Jecuç. Ilatre
tlicbigbest offirials interfereti ta prevant hit. Thec
peuiple ruse ina bcd>'for tba saine purposa. Thîey
ragati andi titreataee but ail te no purpose. 'Mr Mc-
Nay wîsely sawv that lie hati nets' corne te thie tug of
battit anti ta faitcrwtas te fail. Ha knev lie was riglit,
anti in the Lorci's wtay, anti lue riglîîly stooti fits as a
rock, aven te the danger of losing bis lie Het cicarIy
saw iliat the wiioha heathen ptopulation of nerth For-
mosa was engeriy îvatrhing for lus success or failtire
Ilis trintiphi ovseu f great montent flanc in tue
çttpremne l'refectural rity,after te uncst persistant.anti
powcrful opposition, th liateti gospel has tritimtpiie'I,
andi witb surit surress as the hîcathen fuliy appreriatc.
htiaîîgka.-lt lias about fifty or Sixty tiionsanti people,
'llie cliapel is in thie îîitist of the city. Thie city lias
up the river abo'At tttelve tiles. Wc starteti Mr.
MhcKay, Msrs. ';\cKaiy, anc cf thia lialpens, auîid tyseîf,
in a rapiti boat (a long, fiat-bottoneti boat, propaiet
b>' two scuilers, anti with an atning ai bainiboo. WVa
scuhîcti for about tbrea heurs against a heati iinti,
when 'Mr McKay anti myself gat out towahk,walking
ibrea or four mtiles under a breiling sun te the chapel,
wlierc in a fcw minutes tva hati a crotvt. 1lera the
chapal consists cf ttvo rmoins. Aiter we bati nesteti
anti drunk a fcw cups of te.'i 'Chiinesc cuits .i liatti
sinaller titan an cgg-cup) service began. The service
n'as inucb the saine, cul>' il nas cviicnî thc tbing n'as
strainge. Even tha sircet ttvas full, people crcwding in
ta look. .Xfîer smcc the peàplc caine ta ha hecaleti,

nc rlîanting tecthextmacted. Onc man canlt tithi
.s pourlutIle bah> whose baud %%siiafearfuil condi
t;on. About t'a p ii. MIr. Nic Ka) anti i starteti for the
ncxt Llîapci awtalk et .bout twise ties. Tictfellotî
btht) ianteti tue tactli eretti follolcti us %>Mr. 1c.
Ka) net has ing bis iustnIments,. Tlts latîter ch.tpcl,
Tea Liong Pcng, is à, 5cr> prett> ana, buiît af brick
aînd bas ing in front as large, c.otercd, open court. Il
:tanis. in the midtis cf a large open field cf peanuls-
Hare il is propeseti te bolti this fail the first great pnb-
..c. ýithering of te Chuu.ch. Tuic heathen, ît stems,
ha c tîti:i great feabts about Octobar anti Novembcr,
and.t Mr. NIcK.i> anti 1 tbink thas, a~ gmc."t ficeld da) for
our Ciétià.tian peuple nsjuhd du thîcit guond in man)
ta>i. Wc irc Iuukirlb furusard ta àt vitb grcal bopc
anti plcasurc. Thsis nIll reach )uu lieforc il conte,
off, antilitre let mc .îsl for thc praecm cf tlie Lurd'à.
people titat il nia> bc greati> blesseti. What a great
anti bopeful ficeld this is - a fild in wbich faithfui tork,
for Christ must tell îvitb peculiar affect, as the past

lins clcarly shewn. 1Ilowv strong ls my wlslî that 1
coulti let thc Church sec the work that lias been donc
ant Ui prospct cf what may bc donc. Ilow lt would
stir yeur becarts with îlîankfuiness anti a strcng pur.
pose ta carry on tic work anti bring the knawledge of
jesus, se blcsscd te yoursclves, 10 tliesc poor people,
stccp)cd te the lips ln superstition andti gnorance.
AndI yet wh1at bas been donc is scen hcrc t0 bc lika
the vcry sîinillcst drap lit tic grent occan. 'l'le
Cliurch mnust prcparc for grvatcr work yct. Sise lins
tîndartakati tlîis mission andti i as praved successful
bcyonti expcctation. Lier ifrst missidnary wcnt
tliroughi untalti labor, anxicty, andi ssl«cring, ta give it
te tha Cliturcl in its precnt state. The Lord lias
prcscr% cd lus life: tlîrcugh it ail, and an every hanti
.arc signs cf great hope anti promise for the future.
Titus boili have reason for tlîanktulness; he, that tha
Lord lias î>criittct i m ta sec sucli fruit af lus labor;
andt the Cliurch, îliat Sucli a wcrk bas becu put ta lier
luanti te ba donc. K. F. JUNoit.
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I'RESB)YTERIAM IIISTOR Y

M si. Li)i*tTu,-lt is not mypurposc ta -engage in
controversy witit any ona in relation ta early Canadia'n
1rcsbytersan histary, but 1 may ne,. entircly ovcrlook
the communication ini your last issue criticising iny
previous allusion ta tbe LJ. E. Loyalists. The writer
bas, very strangely, as lt stems ta me, misconceived
thc wholc bearing cf my article, and. misinterpretcd
iny language, wlîile hc bas furnished tie missing link,
if dtle %vas ane, in the evidence cf the substantiai
accuracy cf iny statements. No une cars read the
canmunication referrcd ta without learning from il
îliaî, ainong tîte aarly Preshyterian ministers in this
sction, tliere wcrc what nîîght be designatcd as two
sclîools, diffcring niatcrially as ta mecasuires and cus-
teins, and strongly jet in favor of their own. I donot
intaîîd ta lauti thc ane sclioci or ta condermsn Uhc other,
but ta draiy thc inférence, (which rnight have been
sinted as a historical fac») isai Il the radical aind sud.
tien changes of customs and policy"I conscquent lilois
the withtirawal cf thc ininîisters cf ane cf those acbools,
and the substitution of the ministers of the ather
Seboo!, was a cause cf spiritual declensica in the Nia.
gara District.

1 wîiI net occupy your space by noticing the comn-
munication in detail, as niost cf the questions will
naturally came up in a future paper. If " J. P." anti
athiers having acccss ta records or cîher rucans cf in-
formation, will assist nme ta gatîter up the fragments
cf l'resbyterian bistory wbich are nlot aiready lest,
thcy will, in due limte, undcrstand that 1 do nut " un-
dervalue thc men who bore the heat and burden cf the
day," whether they wcre Il Progrcssive American mini-
isters " or 'staunclî conservatives from Scctland anti
Ircl.int;" anti, especiahly, that nonc cf Uic "lU. P.
missionarics"'require Ilvindicntion"' from any"lcharga"l
of mina. As yct, I bave matie no "«charge" againsi
any pioncer ministers.

Just now, I arn vMr anxious ta ascertain where a
copy cf thc printeti minutes cf the United Synod, or
of the Presbytery cf York, cain bc consulteti. 'Two
papiers arc being delaycti for the want of informnation
wbich 1 bava tbus far been unable ta obtain from any
other source. H. S. àiIcCoLLU-N.

S. LCatharines, Sept. 9h>i, rS78.

MERC Y.

Break a law of nature and yau wiil receive puaibh-
ment inevitably. Nature knows ne mercyl It is
writtan on har stcrn brcw, that tha seul that breaks
bar laws shall bear the penalty. 1 askcd tbe sea if
.bc knev of marcy, but reccived no.response; 1 asked
tba swolen flootis, the fiashing lightning, and the
bla-Lkcning Storm, but thcy echocd with an angry voice,
"No nîercy in me!" I asked thc brook rippling over
ils rocky fioor, andi il wvhispereti. ta mie, that Illife is
bhort and fecetîng." 1 looked among thc ruins cf cmi-
pircs, 1 sifteti the tiust cf depopulated cities; ! per-
tised the histary cf mankinti, past anti prasent--alI
said "mercy is not in me." Nature when ri'ghtly in-
tcrprctad alictiates ne sufféring, but intiniatcs hcr dis-
plcasure against the violation cf ber rîgid, iaws.
Everywhcre law reigns suprenie îvith an irrevocable
pcnalty. Wbencc mercy then? I turnéd my*'car te
the tbronc cf the heavenly grace, land licard, a vcicc
speaking unto me," I desireti niercy." Mcy is .>f
divine arigin, net human; supernatural, notnatural.


