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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XVIII.

May 5, tTHE CAPTIVITY 0F 7UDAH. fJer. ii.
1878- 1 -11.

GOLDEN TExT:.-"lJerUsalem hath grievously sinn.
ed; therefore she is removed," Lam. i. 8

HOME STUDIES.
M. Jer. xxxvii. 1-21 .. . .Jeremiah's jýrophecy.
T. jer. xxxviii. 1-28. ... Jeremiah in the dungeon.
W. Jer. xxxix. 1-28 .. .. Jerusalem taken.
Th. jer. lii. 1-11--- .'rhe captivity of Judah.
F. 2 Chron. xxxvi. i i -i 6.j ertisalem destroyed.
S. Larm. i. 1-16... . The propbet's lament.
S. Ps. lxxiV. 1. 12...The carved work broken down.

1IELPS TO STUDY.
I. THE KING's FOLLY: Verses 1-3,
Zedekiah the twentietb and last king of Judali and the

youngest son of Josiab and Hamnutal the daughter of
J eremzîiah (2 Kings xxiii. 31) was twenty-one years old
when he began ta reign, anid reigned eleven years.
lis real namne was Mattaniah, which was changed to Zede-
kiah by Nebuchadnezzar. (Note t.) He was a man of weak
will and infirm purpose, who, at the head of affairs in a great
crisis, had flot strength of character to enable him to do
what he knew ta be right.

It was Nebuchadnezzar who set up Zedekiah as king and
took of him a solemn oath of allegiance. But he left him
littie more than the shadow of a throne. Ail the treasures
ofrtbe temple and palace, and ail the chief inhabitants, the
warriors and the artisans, were sent to Babylon. (Note 2.)
He did evi .... according toalal that Jeboiakim bad
done. Jeboiakim, originally calied Eliakim, was the
second son of Josiah, and eigyhteenth king of judlh. Under
himi the idol-worship whicb jeboahiaz had tolerated once
more grew and spread with great rapidity. Ail the abomii-
nations which had existed under Manasseh re-appeared. lie
was the tool of the heathen party; he not only did not listen
to the picphets, he hated and persecuted tbem. lie caused
the prophet Urijah, who had fled from hiim to Egypt, to be
brougbht back from thence, and to.be put to death. Jere-
miab barely escaped death. 2 Kings xxiv. 3, 4, also shows
that he shed mauch innocent blood. It appears from Ezek.
viii. 7-18, and 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14, that towards the close of
Zedekiah's reign idolatrous rites were carried on even within
the precincts of the temple.

The Lord therefore in Hlis anger, permitted events in
j erusalem and Judah sa to take their course that the folly
of the king brought punishment.

The kingr should have remnained loyal to Nebucbadnezzar,
by whom he bad beeri piaced on the throne and to whom he
had taken an oath of ailegiance. I-is l)rese1nt subjection was
the chastisemnent for bis sins, and he should have been peni-
tent and waited in humble submissîon for deliverance ta
come from God. In vain did the prophet Jeremiah utter his
solemn warnings. Tbese were ail set aside. A new king
had ascended the tbrone of Egypt n h ekmne
Zedekiab agrainst bis better judgment was influenced by the
popular Egyptian party ta revoit from the Babylonians, as
his brothers had done, and seek the alliance of Egypt. The
narrative illustrates the 15erversity of sin. Thus Asa, when
he shouid have trusted Jebovah oniy, hired the king of As-
syria with the gold of the temple. (1 Kings xv. 16.)
Sa Zedekiah when required ta submit to the king of Baby-
Ion, insanely resists, without courage or capacity or resourc!s.
Perversity of ail farms is always imbecile.

II. THE KiNG's FATE: Verses 4-11.
The king's foily is speedily punished. His conduct exas-

perated the king of Babylon. A short time before this the
provinces of lyre and Sidon had revolted, and Nebuchiad-
nezzar had dispatched an army ta reduce them, but lyre
was sa weli fortified be found nothing but time and starvation
could reduce tbemn. He sent therefore bis armies against
J erusalemn. Perhiaps he thought the sigbit of such an arm-y
wouid be sufficient, bîut the city closed its gates and would
flot surrender. The Egyptian king started ta aid bis allies,
and Nebucbadnezzar raised the seige, and went ta meet bim.
The sight of that mnigbty army was sufficient, the Egyptians
fled. The seige was renewed.

The famine was sore. A terrible ye ar passed over the
sin-smitten city. The. bread bad long since vanisbed, and
the horrors of that terrible famine have been pictured in the
Lamentations of jeremniah. The faces of men grew black,
their skin became shrunken and parched; rich and noble
Women searched the dunghills tor offal; cbîldren perished,
and were dev.)red by their parents; water was sold at a
price, and a third part of the inhabitants died. At last the
people were s0 demoralized that the city walis couid no
loncer be defended.

lfhen the city was broken up;, the BabylQtlians made
a hreacb in the wail, and the king and bis soidiers tried ta
effect their escape. The breach was made in the wali of
Manasseb, but the middle wall separating the cities still
formed a protection. The king fled througb bis garden,

ihich was -etwen the innman iran valys- and

Nebuchadnezzar seems ta have hesitated for a little while
what ta do witb the city which bad given him 50 much
troublé; but 'le soon came ta a decisian. About a montis
aiter the capture ai the city, thse captain ai the guard arrived
ta carry out bis orders. Thse entire City, with ail ils dwell.
îngs, and with its splendid temple, was set on ire and re-
duced ta ashes, and ils walls were broken down, and its de-
férnces destroyed. A large number ai the peaple were carnied
captive ta Babylon at this lime ; and five years later, an
the occasion ai sanie disturbance, there was another depor-
tation of people from the surraunding country. Gedaliali
was appointed by Nebucbadnezzar ta govern tbe few people
tisat were let in the country ; but, an bis being assassinated,
the Jews became se fearful cf experiencing, Nebuchadnezzar's
displcasure, tint tisey valuntaîily migrated ta Egypt for pro-
tection, against the remanstrances ai Jeremiah, whom they
force(l ta accompany tisem, and wbom îthey soon afterward
stoned ta deatb. Wicked mca are olten God's instruments
in punishing other wicked men.

God punishes sin by suffering ilta work out ils awn legiti.
mate fruits.

God is long suffring ; but tisere are limits ta bis patience,
and no escape irom His judgments.

Even in judgmenî there is mercy. In the case ai Israei
the twa great moral resulîs sought by ineans ai this destruc-
tion ai ciîy and temple, and ai the seventy years' captivity,
were, (i) ta cure tise nation ai idolatry ; (2) ta break down
Ibis false reliance on tise mere externals ai their religiaus
sysîcm. Tise whole book ai Ezekici sbould be read wiîish
these points in mi. Evejy chapter, almost every verse,
shînes in tise liqbt ai these trutbs, and bears ta thei- illus-
tration.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

i. Zedekiah's bisîory is co ntained in thse short sketch ai
tise events ai bis reign given in 2 Kings xxiv. 1710O xxv. 7.
Jer. xxxix. 1-7. 2 Chran. xxxvi. ta; and alsa in Jer. cbs.
xxi. xxiv.--xxîx. xxxiî.-xxxîv. and xxxvii. xxxviiii. ; and
Ezek. xvii. 1-21.

2. This was tise third time that Jerusalemn was taken by
Nebuchadnczzar; lise first capture having taken place in tise
fourtis year af tise reign ai jehoiakim, and tise second ai that
ai Nebucbadnezzar, 6o6 B. C.; the second in tise fourtis
montis ai the reign ofiJehaiachin, and the eigbtb year of that
ai Nebuchadnczzar, 599 B. C.; and tise third, in the eleventis
year ai tise reign ai Zedekiab, and tise nineteentis of tbat ai
Nebuchadnezzar, 588 B.C.

3. Riblais "stili retains its name. It is situated on tise
Orontes in tise Cole-Syrian valiey, near tise point wbere tise
valley openis inta a wide and fertile plain. It is conveniently
placed for cammunicating witb upper Mesapotamia by way
ai Aleppa, witb Babylan by way ai Palmyra, with Egypt
and Pisoenicia by the route round tise southern skirts ai Leba-
non, and witis Judoea by way ai the Coele.Syrian valley.
Pbharaois.nccbo seems ta have been the first ta perceive ils
importance ; aiterwards Nebucisadnezzar made it bis iead-
qiîartci-s."

FA>EEMASOiVR Y.

It is not aiten tisat the mysteries of Freemasonry are sucis
as ta atîract public attention. There was a time during tise
middle ages when the members ai tise Order claimed for il
an anîiquity amounting ta tise marvellaus, By some it was ai-
leued ta have been intradiîced inta Egypt by M IZRAIM, grand-
sali ai tise patriarcis NOAH ; by others its origin was traced
ta tise building ai SOLOMON'S temple ; wbile tise secrecy ai
ils proceedings suggested a Pagan cannection witi tise
Eheusinian mysteries ; and HALES asserled that these were
borrowed from tise Jewisis Feast of Tabernacles. It is, isow-
ever, certain tisaI in ratiser more modemn tiînes, Freemasonry
was intraduced into England îowards tise end ai the seventis
century, an(l tiat tise Grand Lodge ai York dated its origin
from thse year 926. Tise members ai tise iraternity are believed
ta have contriisuted materially tn tise creatian ai tise beauti-
fui minsters and cathedrals whicis adorn the iistory ai tise
nmiddle ages. In tise twelfîb century tisese Masons appeared
in Kilwinning, in Scotland ; and altboughis i was flot tli
1725 tisat tise first Frenci ladge was formed, they are reported
as having existed in tise sixteentis century. Tise Grand
Lodge ai Ireland dates iroin 173o, and in 1731 another was
formed for Hoiland at tise Hague ; in 1735 tise German
Lodge was estabiisbed, wbilst in 1736 tise Grand Lodge ai
Scoîland took s new start aiter the hast Baron ai Rosslyn,
having no sons, surrendered tise bereditary office ai Grand
Master, wisich be and bis ancestors had held by grant irom
King James tise Second ai Scotland, as assaciated witi tise
beautiful cisapel ai Rasslyn, whicis is stili an abject ofiattrac-
tion ta Englisis tourists.

Some ai tise mediaeval Papes scem ta bave even encouraged
Freeniasanry for thse sake ai thicr esthetic architecture. But
in 1738, when its 7arious lodgcs were spreading over Europe,
Pape Clement XII. issued a Papal Bull ai Excommunica.
lion against ail Freemasans. Mare recently Freemasonry
lias been denounced by variaus Popes along witis Bible
sacieties, as if their secret arganization was perilous ta tise
CIitircis as well as the State. These Papal bulis bave nat
at ahI tended ta damage Freemasonry in Ibis country, and il
bas been always regarded as politically a very innocent and
even charitable institution, and, at ail evenîs, flot more ob-
jectionable tisan other clubs as alike holding out temptation
ta convivial intemperance. Tise we-1l-nownFreaos

cal movement an the part of the Grand Orient af France bas
stirred the leaders of the English Grand Lodge and given
rise ta a couniter-protest against hoiling any communion
witb Freemiasons who eliminate from thejir rtuai " the name
of the Great Arcbitect af the Universe." In this couniter-
movement the Earl of Carnarvon, acting as Pro-Grand
Master, bas taken the lead, and in anotber column there ap.
pears a report of the Comm-rittee appointed aI the last Grand
Lodge " ta inquire into the circumstaices relative ta tbe
elimination of the naine of the Great Architect of the Uni-
verse fromn its ritual by the Grand Orient of France." Lord
Carnarvon, as Pro-Grand Miaster, in the absence af the
Prince ai Wales, before intioducing -the Repart, requested
the Grand Secretaîy ta read the 01(1 and new regulatians a
the Grant Orient af France. The Grand Sccretary reac', the
aid regulations, wbich declared that tihe " piiciples of the
Order are the existence of God, !he immortality of beso'

and umansoldariy,"andi it exciucied fia persor. on accaunt
ai bis belief. In the alîered regulations the w orsrgadn
the existence of Gori and the ords regardingeliminated, and tisere were îîbsirtîty ai o the soul were
ireedomn of conscience."e od'«aslt

The Pro-Grand Mlaster then said the CoMmnittee, having
regardi ta the circumnstances of ts case, praposed four reso-
lutions, one sîating that the Gr-an (J Lodge view-ed with pro-iound regret the steps takert by tbe Grand Orient of France
in thus remaving froni the regulations its founidation uponthe existence of God and tb,, eifi b imraiyo h
soul. Ibis remnoval wasl dec]ared ta be opposed toalal thebistory and traditions ý lf Freemasanry from the earliest timesta the present date. Ibis Resolution was received with
unanimous cheers. The second Resolution was that the

Englîs Gran Lodg, wbile maost anxious, in the mnost fi-a-
ternai spirit, to rreet brethren from foreign iodges initiated
in ladges where the true andcigeun principies were
adopted, cauld not admit tbose initiated in iodges which de-
nied or ignat-ed the belief in the existence of God. It would
therefore be necessary ta state, that fia brother from a lodge
could be admîitted unless bis certificate showed that hie had
been initiated in a iodge wbere the iandmark of the Order
was observed, or was vouchcd for as one sa initiated, and
aiso that hie admitted bis belief iin the Great Architect ai the
Universe ta be an essential landrnaik of the Order. Thse
fourtb Resolution was ta grive cifeet ta the other three by
transmitting îhem toalal lodges w-orking under the Grand
Lodge ai England, ta the sister Grand Lodges af Suatland
and Ireiand, and toa ah Grand Lodges in connectian with
this Grand Lodge.

The Earl of Carnarvon then formally moved the adoption
ai these Resolutions, wbîch sever the English Grand Lodge
from. the Grand Orient of France, s0 long as it professes
Atheism. Ile did sa witb expressions of deep regret, but
considered that a rejectian of the acknawledgment of the
Great Creator of the Universe, struck at the root of the Or-
der af Freemasons. The motion was seconded by the EarI
of Sherborne, and unanimoasly adapted in one of the largest
gatberings of the Giand Lodge ever beld.

We tbink that this lay dmonstration ac-ainst the rising
tide of infideiity in this country, comingy as it doies from sucis
an unlaoked-for quarter, ought ta encourage aur Bisbops and
other dignitaries of the Church ta assert somewbaî more
boidiy the Trutb ai God's Word written, and flot aliow thse
crudie assertions of " modern cri ticismn" ta be accepted as a
sufficient cal] ta surrender one by anc the citadels of the
faith once (ieiivered ta the saints, snd so avertarn. if it were
passible, " th(! Rock of Ages. " The Archlishop of Canter-
bury bas in bis publisbed letter candcmned " the exagr-
tel candour exhibited in admnitting the farce of the reasoning
of scepticai writers ;" and bis Grace bas not besiîated ta de-
clare that " «ordinary readers may naturaily be star/led and
unisettled by t/te apparent readiness " with which the state-
ments of scepticai wr.ters are accepted "as proved " in tise
Argument Jrom ýProphecy. But Ibis is not the only speci-
men ai the miiehievous tendencies of the series ai tracts en-
titied " Scepticismn and Faith," as the Rev. Charles Buhlock
bas fully demonstrated in bis able letter to tise Recordl. And
we, tlberefo.-e, do flot wonder that the question is often
asked, wbether sometbing more is flot reqtîired from thse
twenty-seven Bishops, under whose presidency these books
and tracts appear ?

Is not the example of the lay Grand Master of the Free-
masons of Engiand in defence of the faith, one whicis migisî
be advantageousiy foiiowed by the Archibisbops and Bishops
of the Cisurch of Eng]and ? Do nat the solemn obligations
of their higis and hoiy office impose on themn the duty ai
pubiiciy defending from. insuit and attack tise integrity af
"Moses and lthe Praphets, " with the rest of ccGod's Word

written ?" If the "1exaggerated candour " of books writteri
ander their nominal patronage, be, according ta the Most
Reverend Primate's admission, caiculated ta " staîtie and
unsettie " ordinary readers, are not tise people enîitied ta
look for explanation and defence ta those wba are recog-
nised as their "Rigbt Reverend Fathers ini G0d"?-The
Record.

MEET7INVGS 0,F Ple ASB YiER Y.

BARRIE.-At Barrie, on Tuesday, 301h April, at ii a.m.
LONDON.-In First Presbyterian Cburcb, London, on

Tuesday, 9th July, at 2 p. m.
GUELPH.-In Chaimers' Churcis, Guelphs, on Tuesday,

irtt Mayfat-0 arn


