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any of it touch the branches os leaves;
then shake cach bush suddenly and
snartly, and the eaterpillars will fll
into the Jime 3 if the bush be not shaken
swldenly, the eaterpillers on being a little
disturbed will take so firm a hold ns not
casily to be shaken off.  After this is
done, sift somo of the limo over the
bushess this will drive down those which
may lodge on the branches, Lhe cater-
pitlers onght to he swept up the next
duy, aud the bushes well washed with
dear lime water mixed with urine: this
will destroy the caterpillurs, that may
still remain, and also the aphides, if there
be any on the bushes—Gurdener and
Florist.

Communications.

B N T T N e A N R S NN

REMARKS AND SUGGESTIONS ON
POTATO CULTURE AND THE
WELEVIL, (s0 canLED.)

Your communication came to hand the
7th inst., and it was exceedingly accepta-
bles it contained the desired information
as yon woult perceive on the receipt of
my letter dated the Sthinst. I have no
further sugeestions to offer respecting the
potato, than that it should in my opinion
be cultivated in as dry and early a soil as
possible, inorder that its season of growth
may bo correspondent to its native locality,
otherwise I fear the tuber will not be so
dey and palatable.  This is why, in my
opinion, the selection of the wild potato
should b as far south as possible inorder
that itsorganization may be better adapted
to this climmte.  With these few remarks
respecting the potato, may iy position be
pardonable while I make a few suggestions
in order that your valnuable attention may
be drawn to the important subject—the
weevil, an insect that has power to he
quite fatal to the wheat crops of this pro-
vince. A nuwber of classes or species of
the animal kingdom we are quite familiar
with 3 but of other classes again weare as
ignorant of, and the object of their exis-
tence aud the relation they hold to each
other, as if- thoy did not exist, or we were
never affected by them. Ilence the evil
cffects of the weevil and its sudden ap-
pearance in this province seeming so
mysterious. While otherwise, that is if

we liad-a proper knowledge of the weevil,

and the relation it holds to other insects—

we would in iy opinion not only be able:

to account for its appearance in this pro-
vince, ‘but would be able to prevent in a
great measureits evil effects.  Accord'ng
to my limited knowledge of the animal
kingdodr to which ‘the weévil species
belongs, there is not an animal but cither
preys or is proyed upon by some other
class of animals; which being true indi-
cates the possibility of there being a
species of insect that preys upon the

weevil in this Provinee.  Admitting that
insectsdo prey upon cach other, the harm-
less position of the weevil in Euvope com-
paved with this Provinee is quite reason-
able to the benevolent order of nature
and also makes quite apparent that an
increase of knowledge pives an increase
of power, and that cvil experienced is
simply the eflect of misimproved privi-
leges.  Please as soon as convenient give
me your opinion respecting the sugges-
tions here made respecting the weevil.

T was much pleased with the veport of
the Board of Agriculture, particularly as
you have imported some potatoes,

Jors, Dusnsyone.
Nocl, April 24th, 1865.

ALpErNEy Burrn.— A correspon-
dent informs us of an Alerney Bullwhich
is for sale near Halifax < price £15. {We
shall be glad to furnish further par-
ticulars to any individual or society
wishing to purchase.}

Caxava Farver.— Mr. 8. Selden
writes to us in behalf of the Canada
Tarmer, e has conseated to receive
ovders for the publication, and is naturally
anxious to correct an error in regard to
its price, &ec., which occurred in our
notice of the Furmer lust month. The
Canada Farmer is published fortnightly,
being issued on the 1st and 15th of cach
month, and the price is one dollar per
anmnum, and thirteen cents for postage.
It is a remarkably cheap as well as ably
conducted periodical, aud may be read
with much profit by our Nova Scotian
farmers.

Acxicvrnrurar InrLevents. — We
have several communications on this sub-
ject.  Once forall let it be understood by
Agricultural Societies participating in the
government grant that the Board of Ag-
riculture has not sanctioned, and will not
ganction, the purchase, distribution, or
sale of hay forks, manure forks, or such
like implements. The funds of societies
must be devoted 1o the encouragement or
advancement of agriculture, not to the
personal advantage of agriculturists.

Briy ror tie MaxwELTON SOCIETY.
—The Maxwelton Agricultural Society
has purchased a superior Bull, which
took a prize at an exhibition held in the
county of Syduney in the fall of 1863.

Janes W. ParreN.

Prorosep Proucuine Maren ar
ILavreax.—A joint ploughing match has
been partially arranged between the
Dartmonth and Western MHalifax Agri-
cultural Societies.

Miscellancous.
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DEATH OF COf.. THOMSON, THE
LEADING FARMER OF CANADA.

It is our painful duty to record the death
of this truly estimable and useful man. ‘This
sad event oceurred very suddenly on the
moming of April 20th, the imclfigcncc of
which hias cast a deep gloom over a wide cir-
clo of friends and au,u:\int;\nccs throughout
the Provinve. Mr. Thomson, afler taking
breakfast as usual with his family, left on foot
to attend a meeting of a sub-comnmittee of
the Board of Agriculture in Toronto, and
after having walked about three mileshe was
seen to grasp the fence, amd almost imme-
diately tofull; fife beeame eatinetin a fow min-
utes.  ‘The cause of this awfully sudden visita-
tion was probably apoplexy or the bursting
of a blood vessel in close relation to the vita
organs of the brain or heart.  Mr. Thomson
had enjoyed Iis usual good health tiff within
the last few months, during which time the
symptoms were not at all regarded as of a
serious naturc; and on the very morning of
his death, ho said, before leaving his family,
that he felt better, and le®t in cheerful spirits,
In half'an hour he was a corpse ! thus afford-
ing anothur illustration of the oft-quoted
words: “In the midst of life we are in death.”

Mr. Thomson was a native Canadian, hav-
ing been born in Kingsion,in January, 1794 ;
he had consequently 't recently completed
Lis 7ist year. 1is father emigrated from
Scotland to the then colony of New York
before the American Revolutionary War, on
the outbreak ot which he took up arms in
the service of hig king, and came on military
serviee to upper Canada, where he subse-
quently  settled. Being & man of energy
and sound juilgement, he obtained for himscff
a goud position in society. He married Miss
McKay, of Quebee, also of Scotch origin,
and had several sons, onc of whow, Mr. Hugh
Christopher Thomson, became a member of
the Provincial Parliament, and was the first
Wanrden of the Provincial Penitentiary, but
dicd before he entered on the dutics” ot his
ofice. The clder Mr. Thomsons family,
after some time, left l(ingston and settled tn
the ncirrhbourhood of Toronto, which was
then only au insignificant village.

The subject af this notice during the troub-
lous times of 1812, when only a youth,
volunteered his services in defence of his
country, and soon woun the confidence and
extcem of his superiors for his high soldier~
like qualitics. e reccived a commission for
-aliant services at the battle of Quecnston
Heights, and was sclected, with Ensign
Chatles Denison, to receive the silk colour

resented to the regiment by the ladies of

“ork, now Toronto. e was formany years
a full colonel of militia, and Col.—Comman-
dant of the Fifth Military District of Upper
Canada.

But Col. Thomson was better and wider
known as a steady and energetic promotor
of the most important and peacciul art of
agriculture than for his military services. He
was one of the most active of the few who
formed the Home District Agricultural Socie-
ty,—ono of the earlicst in the Province,~and
he served as tho President or Viee-President
thereof for more than lwemf' years. lo
stood in a sinnlar relation to the Provincial
Association, and became its first President in



