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are the opening, of the "gorsedd» or congress of bards, and the
cbairingt of the chief bard of the year. An Eisteddvod is to be duly
proclaimed a year and a day before hand, on the spot whiere it is to
be lield, whiere a hiuge stotie is placed called the logran stone-an
unhifiwn piece of stone-bearing the inscription in gilt letters:

"Maen gormeau beirdd Ynys ]?rydaiiî,"
wiceh imans the "Stone of the throne o? the Bards of the Isle of
Britain." The longr interval ofi tinme between the proclamation and
holding of the Eistedldvodl shiows that the Welsh people do not,
regard it as a lighit unckertaking. I inswe eswa o

flashied aeross the earth by electrie irsor published by daily
press, it Vook a long tinîe to announce the hioldingr of an Eisteddvod,
to, ail the Cymrv.- Thîis -%vas done hy the bards, wvho, with voice
and hiarp, rouscd the enthusiasi o? the people by the tale of radiant
deeds of old, and Vaughit thei the laws of (bd and of the land in
ehautingr triads, in whichi hiy hidden tule wisdonw of the timec. A
cirele of sîrialler stones is formned around the 'egor.se(dd" stone, in-
side -%vhichi, on the opening of the Eisteddvod, ail the bards- congre-
,gate « u the face of the !%un and the eye of ligh. Tetmn t
havingr sounded, and the people lif.,'inggaptlereil arouu<l the Druidie
Circle, one of the chief bards whio. m; a rule is aIso a ininister of the
gospel, a.scends the logan stone, and auuid brahessilence offers
the gorsedd prayer, whvichl is translatcd as follows:

"Grant 0 Cod! Tliy protection,
.And in protection, strength*
And in strength, understanding;
.And inunderstanding, knowledge;
~Ind in knoivledge, knowledgo of the just;
And in the knowledge of the just, the love of it;
Axxd in tixat love, the love of ail exister-ces;
And in the !ove of ail existences, the lov e of God.

God axnd ail goodness."
The Arehdruid then, unslxeathing a sword, asks in stentolian toues,
9A oes lieddwveh ?" (L; there peace ?) A hearty a.nd unanimous

response being given, the-Eisteddvod. is declarcd open. The use of
t~he sword on tlîis occasion reniinds one o? the tixue whien the
Eisteddvod was fosteredl amid protected by the kingl«y power. After
ihis conférence o? the bards is adjourned, the people gather togectlier
ini the large pavillon w'herc the real work of the Eisteddvod is
'Commenced.

The chairing of the baï-d is al.so an inmposic cerernony. The


