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I avorded any open ecluration s but at last the
dispute became so vichont, that L was induced to
£0 so far as even to mcur the denger of offunding
the Pope!

¢t But what could I'do? It wasnot inmy own
power to detertmne any, thing upon the subject,
and I was afrard to cantiadict those whom I wish-
ed to respect,  They, however, argued so plansi-
bly, in altempting to prove what is false wnd
vaiu, that they artested my altention, and fanly
involied me 1 the contioversye That | aught
please both paities, 1 judzcd it most expedicut
neither to assent nor dissent from cither, buty in
the meantime, to teason upon the subject, until
the church should determine what our opintens
ouglit tv be, Lo thercfore, pubiished o disputa-
tivn, and invited all pedons putlicly to doddare
their sentiments.  As 1 knew several very learn-
ed men, I requested them in private to apen their
minds to me. I pereeived that neithee the doc-
tors of the churcly, nut the cahvnistsy menerally
supported my opinions. There were only a few
cenonists an. scholastic doctors who seemed to
approve, and even those were not very heatty in
thieir concurrence.

« [ gavea general challenge upon the subject
of Indul zences, but no one appeacd, I then pra-
ceived that my publishod disputotions were dis-
persed more widely than I had wished, and wete
everywhere received, not o5 matter of discussion,
but of positive .hinnation. 1 was, theiefore,
compelleds contrary to my hops and wishy to
publish the arguments for my Propositicns, aml
thus expose my ignorance. 1 thousht it better to
incur the shame of bemg deficient i knowledge,
than to allow those to rcnsun 1 error, who teok
it for granted that my Propesitions wete asserted
as undoubted truths, — OF the accuracy of some of
them 1 myself was doubtful: of several I am iyg-
norant. Nome persons deny them @ 1 assert none
pertinaciously. I submit them 2all to the holy
church and the Pop2.”

Yet, even in those hundle acknowledgments,
the himnuess of Luther’s love of the sacred tiuth,
let it lead him whete it would, is expressed with
resistless sumplicity.

€ 1t s most just that Iskoald ley at your feet
what [ have bzen employed in. I not only give
vou leave to blot out whatever you think tit, but
Y shall not be concerned it you shonld burn the
whole. Mot that I stand in dicad of the bulls ana
threats of these who, not huswing what atss to
deubt, wi-h to cirrulate whatevir they dream as
Gospel  Their audacity, joined to their igno-
zance, induced me not to give way to my own
fears. Had pot the cause been one of so great
importance, no cne should have known me beyons
my own comncr. 11 the woik be not of Gol, 1 do
not pretend that it should be mine.  Let it come
to nothing, and be claimed by no ones I ought to
seck nothing else, than that 1 should not be the
occasten of enor to any one.”

Bat the hazard of rousinz papal wrath, and the
tremendous consequences of that wrath, were too
well known by German cxamples, not to have
heen contemplat:d by Luther.  In an epistle to
Staupitz, as the head of s onder, enclosing the
printed detence of the Propesitions tar the Pope’s
perusal, he speaks in the spirit of one prepared
for the last suctiices :—

¢ 1 request that you will scrd these trifles of
e (o that most exeellent pontitly Leo the Tenth,
that they inay seive to plead my cause »t Rome.
Not that I wish you to be joined with me in the
cangers forjt is my desire that these things may
be done at my own hazard.  Iexpect that Chiist,
as Judge, Will pronounce what is nzht by the
wouth of the Pope.  To those of iy friends who
would alurm me tor the consequences, 1 have no-
thinz clse to say, than what Reuchha said, ¢ e
wito is j-0o0 hias nothing to fear ; he can lnse no-
thinz.? I pessss no property, neither do § desire
any.  Thete semains 1o me enly a fiil tody, ha-
rasn-d by continuad idnesss and iU they take
away my Ilc by open violence or stratagem, they
make we bat Iitde poorer. 1 am satished with
thic posscsrien of my Redeemer and Promtsator,
the Lord Jesus Chiristy whem 1 shali piaise as long
as 1 eaiste  If any one be unwilling to join with
me in these praises, whatis thet to me T Lt him
raise his voice afta his own foshion.  The Lord
Jesus will save me for ever??

Luther was soon fotecd again into the field, He
was told that the brcthren of his order dissented
fiom sotne principles of Lis doctiine 3 and he de-
teimined to bring the matter to a decision. Hav-
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ing previously published twenty-cight proposi-
tiona in divinity, with twelve cotollarics, against
the Greek phitosophy, whicli it was the extraor-
dinary habit of the time to introduce into theolo-
gical discussions, he set ont on foot for Heidel-
berg, the place of the annual assembly of the Au-
zustiniaus.  The result of the controversy was
triinphiant,

« All the Wittemberg Doctors,” says his lelter
to ene of his former teachers, ¢ tay, the whole
universityy with the exception of one licentiate,
Scbastiany are tnow of iy way of thichieg; and
many ccclesiastios and respectable citizens now
unanimously say, that they had neither heard nor
known Christ and the Gospel before.?

But the most impottant share of the triumph
was the public connexion of Martin Bucer, alrea-
dy famous as a scholar, with the new docttines,
Bucer took notes, applied for explanations to Lu-
ther, and published an account of the controversy,
rospectiul to the opponent monks, but lighly
commendatory of Luther.

On his return frone Rome, jn 1500, Luther had
taken the degree of Lactor in Divinity ¢ a title
from which all his snbsequsnt distinctions may be
derived.  As Doctor, he had obtained the right
of teackiug publicly as well as privately 5 and
Frederic, the Elector, attended some of his ser-
mons—with whose force and simplicity he was
so much struck, that, on the preacher’s desiring
to devote himseif solely to the stady of divinity,
the Llector penmitted him to vacate the chair of
logic for that ef theolory.  ‘T'he additionzl vigour
thus given to his studies, and the additional influ-
ence {o his authonty, were among the most pal-
pable sources of the Refortation,

But the great struggle for religzious and civil
freedom was now at hand. A new clement was
mingled in the conflict, from which Protestantism,
hike a new creation, Was to be summoned by a
Sprrat not less than that ot the Supreme. The pa-
pal exactions had eahausted the Romish vassals,
as the papal tyranny had disgusted their princes.
A feeling of scom  for the notorious ignorance of
the Romish ecelesiasties was rising in the age of
restored hiterature, to reinforce tge civil discon-
tente The proverbial duplicity of tue Romish
court made its friends doubttul j the wasteful lux-
ury which scandalized the devont, drained the
poor; and the restless ambition of a power which
was to become great only by the perpetual quar-
rels of Furope, threateaed to bxeal: up the whole
long truin of evil influunce by which kings and
people had been bowed at the Reman footstool.

‘Fo the histetian, nothing is more intricate than
those sudden changes of human fecling. To the
man who sceks for wislom by the light of Provi-
dence, the cause is not scldom to be found in the
will of the King and Lr.d of all human impulses,
to protect the progress of his religion.  In the fu-
rious contests of the German princes, the alternate
alienations and submissions of the empire to the
Papacy, and the cager mtrigues which engrossed
the ccurl of Leo, the Young religion found its hest
shelter: the storm reged among the ancients of
the forest, wiule the lowly produce at their feet,
more precions in the eye of Heaven than them
all, was suffered to flounsh, and fill itself with
healing virtue.  In the milst of Italian subtlety,
kingly” violence, and popular indignation, the
owes of the presthood was unnerved.  Keener
terests than those of angry mnonks absorbed the
soldicrs and statesmen of the time 3 and Luther,
who a few years before would have perished in
the flames of the Inguisition, passed unharmed,
thonzh not unmolested, throngh lite, and went
tull of years and honours to his mrave.

In 1518, the ol jealousy of the Roman Court
bezan to form itself into a settled hoslility to the
German Reformation, and Luther was the promi-
uent ohject of vengeance.  But it was not thought
politic to make the Elector and the Emperor at
ance declere themselves.  Maaimilian’s remem-
brance of the intngues of Leo with France, had
made him suspicious, and Frederic, with only the
alternative ol protecting or surrendering Luther,
would notonously have decided for the cause of
truth aud justice.  The Popish subtlely was now
employed m securing Maximilian, and the Turk-
ish threats of advancing into Futope furnished an
instrument of which Leo made the most immediate
and deaterous use,

Stlim the First, the son of Bajazet, had reposed
from the conquest of the Asiatic provinees, only
to prepare an irtesistible armament for the seizure

of the European. A powerful ficet was to be di-

rected against Rhodes, the bulwark of Christene
dom in the Mediterranean ; and an army, com-
posed of the invincible Janizaries, was to march
on Hungary, ‘L'he talian sta . and the imperial
were thus menaced at once§ and Leo was too in-
tent on the increase of the papal influence to suf-
fer the peiil to lose any of ats alarms through want
of appeals to the popular imagination.  Praye’s
were ordered for the sofety of the civilized world,
and a solemn exhortation was issued to all Chris-
tin princes, to concentrate thesr vigour agamnst
the terrible encmy of alt 5 and with tae ostensible
ohject of forming a German league against the in-
vader, Cardinal Thomas de Vio di Galte, better
known as Cajetan, was dispatched to the diet of
Augshurg,  The extiction of Luther and lus doc-
ttine was unquestionably among the cief purpo-
ses of tnis mission.

(1o be continued.)
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MONTREAL, THURSDAY, NOV. 26, 1540.

Sixce the publication of our last, our atlention
has been called, by the contemporary journals of
this city, to the arrival and projet of a distinguish-
cd foreigner, M. Avuaasvre Varinmare, of Pa-
ris; who has been travelhing throughout Europo
and the United States, baving in view the dever
lopement of a plun of infernational exchunges
throughout the civilised world : that is, a system
of exchanges between governments and literary
and philosoplncal institutions, of books, models of
invention in the uscful and fine arls, and speci-
mens of natural Listory. It appears that, in En-
rope especially, his magntficent plan has received
thesanction of suvereigns, ministers of state, and
men of science, and the system has been adopted
with great and extensive success. M. Varres
MARE, 1n his memorial to the Government of the
United States, observes :—

& At the instance chicfly of your memorialist,
a system of exchanges has commenced between
the Governments and literary institutions of the
different nations in Europe, by whi~h hooks, na-
tural productions, and works of art, possessed by

the one, are transferred, for an equivalent valuc,
to another which may neeil them.

< All the great «stablishments for:nded by Go-
vernments to promote science aund he arts, mu-
scuins, collections, galleries, and Jibt.ries, possess,
beside the riches they spiead out o view, others
which their own abundance condemns to actual
stetility : these are duplicates, which are necessa-
rily, but with regret, consigned to dust and obh-
vion.

¢ There is not a great city in Europe that does
not reckon myriads of such valuable but useless

trcasures. In 1835, the library of Munich had
200,000 duplicates; that of Jena, 12,000; that

of St. Petcisburg, 54,000. At Vienna, 30,000,
among which is a_great number of works printed
previous to A.D. 1520, (which, from their rarity,
are of great value,) were shut up in warehouscs.
The scction of entomology of the Brazilian mu~
scum_alone, in the latter city, has 250,000 dupli-
cates.  Everywhere, in fact, (for no enumeration,
however long, would suffice to exhibit the state
of things,) there are to be found, side by side with
the collections open to the student cnd the curi-
osity of the public, entombed collections, forgot-
ten libraties, unknown muscums, whose treasures
are uscless to science, aud lost to the world.

¢ Nor does the system remain an unproductive
project; already, within four years from the date
at which it was first presented to the world, neat-
ly two millions of volumes of books have been
withdrawn fiom dust and oblivion, and placed in
situations where they have assumed their real
value.”?

The memorialy of which the above are extraots,
is accompanicd by testimonials of approval from
some of the greatest men in the Courts and Lite-
raty and Scicntific institutions of Europe; and

among others, by the Librarian of our gracious



